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Foreword
It gives us great pleasure to present this special coffee table book on the
occasion of the third Maha Kumbhabhishekam. Thirty-six years after the
Kumbhabhishekam in 1986, the Hindu Community and Cultural Center
(HCCC) continues to retain its reputation as a dynamic institution serving
the religious, spiritual, cultural, and human services needs of the community
even as it has expanded its activities for seniors and youth to meet the
constantly evolving demands of changing times. Many of these activities
have been offered virtually during the unprecedented pandemic to maintain
continuity. This coffee table book is being released as a souvenir to
commemorate the Maha Kumbhabhishekam celebrations from July 6-10,
2022. (MKA 2022)
We are blessed to have Srimukham from many spiritual and eminent leaders:
• Sri Jagadguru Shankaracharya Mahasamsthanam of Sringeri, Karnataka
• Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya Swamigal of Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu
• Swami Gautamananda of Sri Ramakrishna Mutt, Chennai, Tamil Nadu
• His Holiness Srimad Azhagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila Math, Chennai, Tamil Nadu
• Brahmachari Soham Chaitanya of Chinmaya Mission, San Jose, California
• Swami Bodhinatha Veylanswami of Kauai Adheenam, Kauai, Hawaii
We have tried to present articles around the theme of Sanatana Dharma – the eternal path. We have included a
comprehensive report about the formative years of our beloved temple with valuable contributions from many
devotees who have volunteered at the temple for decades.
I am honored to have been given this opportunity to serve and would like to express my gratitude and thanks
to my fellow committee members, Appaji Panchangam, Vidya Rangacahari, Seema Giri, Sadhana Tadepalli,
and Prabhunandan Murthy for their tireless hours of support in producing this publication. In addition, Dr. D.
V. Giri, Vishu Visweswaran, Dr. Kamala Shankar, Ravi Shankar Jonnalagadda, Krishna Chander and youth
volunteers have stepped forward and assisted with proofreading and other tasks. Many thanks to the constant
support, contribution and guidance of Sreeni Malireddy (APEX committee Chairman), Raj Kowligi (Publications
Liaison) and HCCC Management. Needless to say, the support from family was paramount throughout the
year-long process of preparing this prestigious publication. My apologies for the inadvertent omission of
names as it takes a village to produce a publication of this nature.
A note of acknowledgement to Capitol Printers and the design team headed by Mr. Bimal Shah.
We hope you find this coffee table book interesting, informative, and a valuable addition to your library.

Savitha Setlur
for the Publications Committee
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śrīkṛṣṇāṣṭakam
Prabhunandan Murthy
(With deep gratitude towards Prof Tirumala Kulakarni, Poornaprajna Vidyapeetha
for his review and comments)

श्रीकृष्ण गोिवन्द िनजभक्तपाल

śrīkṛṣṇa govinda nijabhaktapāla

श्रीकृष्ण गोपाल नवनीतचोर |

śrīkṛṣṇa gopāla navanītacora |

श्रीकृष्ण गोवधर्नमहीध्रधािरन्

śrīkṛṣṇa govardhanamahīdhradhārin

श्रीकृष्ण गीतामृतमहोिमर् मािलन् || १

śrīkṛṣṇa gītāmṛtamahormimālin || 1

श्रीकृष्ण कल्याणसुगुणैकधाम

śrīkṛṣṇa kalyāṇasuguṇaikadhāma

श्रीकृष्ण योगीश पिरपूणर्काम |

śrīkṛṣṇa yogīśa paripūrṇakāma |

श्रीकृष्ण सवेर्श्वर जगिन्नवास

śrīkṛṣṇa sarveśvara jagannivāsa

श्रीकृष्ण सवर्ज्ञ सकलागमेड्य || २

śrīkṛṣṇa sarvajña sakalāgameḍya || 2

श्रीकृष्ण नारायण नृिसं ह िवष्णो

śrīkṛṣṇa nārāyaṇa nṛsiṃha viṣṇo

श्रीकृष्ण सङ्कषर्ण सुसवर्िजष्णो |

śrīkṛṣṇa saṅkarṣaṇa susarvajiṣṇo |

श्रीकृष्ण दामोदर मुकुन्द शौरे

śrīkṛṣṇa dāmodara mukunda śaure

श्रीकृष्ण दैत्यान्तक हरे मुरारे || ३

śrīkṛṣṇa daityāntaka hare murāre || 3

श्रीकृष्ण भामारमण रुिक्मणीश

śrīkṛṣṇa bhāmāramaṇa rukmiṇīśa

श्रीकृष्ण पूतात्मिवदुरान्नतुष्ट |

śrīkṛṣṇa pūtātmavidurānnatuṣṭa |

श्रीकृष्ण वाष्णेर्यनुतिदव्यकाय

śrīkṛṣṇa vārṣṇeyanutadivyakāya

श्रीकृष्ण गाङ्गेयनुतिदव्यनामन् || ४

śrīkṛṣṇa gāṅgeyanutadivyanāman || 4

श्रीकृष्ण कुन्तीिवनुतदीनबन्धो

śrīkṛṣṇa kunwvinutadīnabandho

श्रीकृष्ण कौन्तेयिवजयैकहेतो |
श्रीकृष्ण पाञ्चालतनयाितर् हतर्ः
श्रीकृष्ण सौभद्रसुतजीवगोप्तः || ५
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śrīkṛṣṇa kaunteyavijayaikaheto |
śrīkṛṣṇa pāñcālatanayārUhartaḥ
śrīkṛṣṇa saubhadrasutajīvagoptaḥ || 5

श्रीकृष्ण भामारमण रुिक्मणीश

śrīkṛṣṇa bhāmāramaṇa rukmiṇīśa

श्रीकृष्ण पूतात्मिवदुरान्नतुष्ट |

śrīkṛṣṇa pūtātmavidurānnatuṣṭa |
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śrīkṛṣṇa vārṣṇeyanutadivyakāya

श्रीकृष्ण गाङ्गेयनुतिदव्यनामन् || ४

śrīkṛṣṇa gāṅgeyanutadivyanāman || 4

श्रीकृष्ण कुन्तीिवनुतदीनबन्धो

śrīkṛṣṇa kunwvinutadīnabandho
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śrīkṛṣṇa kaunteyavijayaikaheto |

श्रीकृष्ण पाञ्चालतनयाितर् हतर्ः

śrīkṛṣṇa pāñcālatanayārUhartaḥ

श्रीकृष्ण सौभद्रसुतजीवगोप्तः || ५

śrīkṛṣṇa saubhadrasutajīvagoptaḥ || 5

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित मनसा स्मरािम

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU manasā smarāmi

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित िशरसा नमािम |

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU śirasā namāmi |

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित च पदेपदेऽहम्

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU ca padepade'ham

श्रीकृष्णपादाब्जमधुपािय अिस्म || ६

śrīkṛṣṇapādābjamadhupāyi asmi || 6

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित वदने सदोिक्तः

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU vadane sadokUḥ

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित रसनप्रसिक्तः |

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU rasanaprasakUḥ |

श्रीकृष्णश्रीकृष्णेित भवतु प्रवृित्तः

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU bhavatu pravṛ{ḥ

श्रीकृष्णपादोदकिमहैक शिक्तः || ७

śrīkṛṣṇapādodakamihaika śakUḥ || 7

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित दिरतान्यघािन

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU daritānyaghāni

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित भिरता च भूितः |

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU bharitā ca bhūUḥ |

श्रीकृष्णकृष्णेित तरणम् भवाब्धेः

śrīkṛṣṇakṛṣṇeU taraṇam bhavābdheḥ

श्रीकृष्णपादौ च शरणम् प्रपद्ये || ८

śrīkṛṣṇapādau ca śaraṇam prapadye || 8

भारतीरमणमुख्यप्राणान्तगर्त

bhārawramaṇamukhyaprāṇāntargata

श्रीकृष्णापर्णमस्तु

śrīkṛṣṇārpaṇamastu
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MKA 2022 Chairman’s Letter
July 1st, 2022
Dear HCCC Friends,
We are pleased to present this MKA 2022 Souvenir as a memory for your family. We
hope that you will find the information, articles, and pictures in the book interesting.
I am writing this letter on behalf of the MKA APEX committee, functional chairs, and
volunteers who worked tirelessly, over the last two years, to present a fully upgraded
temple, and prepare us for our third Maha Kumbhabhishekam. We were charged to plan and lead this event
about two years ago in the midst of COVID – our journey was turbulent and uncertain. Nevertheless, we never
took our eye off our mission, while maintaining our focus and conviction. God willing, with everyone’s support,
we pulled it off.
We are now celebrating 36 years of our existence as HCCC. We would not have had this great institution that we
all so dearly love, congregate at, preach within and experience our heritage without the vision, perseverance,
and the sacrifice of our leaders, donors, volunteers and priests. Over three decades of deferred maintenance
has left our Temple in less than desired state, requiring us to undertake significant MKA renovation, the largest
in our history. You will notice the following: we restored the temple brick structure, wooden doors, and windows
from decades of degradation; replaced shrine garba gruha and artha mandapam tiles, plumbing, electricals,
and windows; painted the entire temple, inside and outside; replaced some of the current Deities with new
ones in Rama and Shiva Shrines; installed new Koshta Vigrahas around Balaji Shrine; constructed a new shrine
to house Chandikeswara Deity; beautified many elements of our temple and Deities, with new gold-plated
Dwajasthambams, gold-plated Sthupi Kalasams, new gold-plated and silver prabhavalis, kavachams and
yagnopavethams for temple Deities; installed new polished black granite Dwaja pedestals and Balipeetams.
Individually, our team coordinated and delivered over forty-plus-projects.
None of the above would have been possible without the incredible labor, collaboration, and coming
together of our HCCC stakeholders – the APEX Leadership, MKA Functional Chairs, Board of Directors,
Steering Committee, Priests, Managers, Front Desk Staff, Volunteers and Silpis. You have come forward to
help us. Your generous donations and support have enabled us to execute our plans. We have put careful
thought into the planning of religious ceremonies – during the five days of Ashtabandhana Jeernoddharana
Mahasamprokshana (July 6-10, 2022). We invite your family to take deeksha, participate, and experience the
Maha Kumbhabhishekam ceremonies.
We are grateful to HCCC management for giving Kesavan Srikumar, Krishna Chander, Raj Kowligi, Sainath Kala,
and me the opportunity to lead this event. I would like to thank my family, Vamsi Pulapa, Madhwa Chintarevula
for unparalleled support through the thick and thin of this MKA event. Finally, we could not have done this
without the extraordinary commitment and guidance from our Sthapati Selvanathan and Ponni Selvanathan.

Respectfully,

Sreeni Malireddy
MKA 2022 Chairman
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HCCC Chairman’s Letter
I am extremely happy and pleased to pen the following few lines by way of a
message to the third Maha Kumbhabhishekam Celebrations of Hindu Community
and Cultural Center. Maha Kumbhabhishekam is a ritual held to sanctify
(abhishekam) the crown of the temple (Kumbha shikhara) with spiritually charged
water. It is performed to consecrate new shrines or re-consecrate existing shrines
after a renovation or every twelve years.
Over the past thirty-six years of its existence the Livermore Temple, as it is
popularly known as, has celebrated one Kumbhabhishekam and two Maha
Kumbhabhishekams and is preparing to celebrate the third one along with
numerous other religious, cultural, and human services events that have attracted
devotees from the greater Bay Area,
As part of the 2022 Maha Kumbhabhishekam, HCCC has undertaken a lot of
improvement projects for the shrines like the replacement of the Rama Parivar,
Shiva Shrine base (adharshila, panavattam), new shrine for Chandikeswara, and Vishnu Koshta Vigrahas to
give devotees the best experience. All the sthupi kalashas are being replaced with new gold plated kalashas
along with the new prabhavali for the deities. The inner sanctums are being redone with new tiles, lightings,
and outer windows.
In short, I am very happy and excited about all these improvements being done at the Livermore Temple. I wish
the third Maha Kumbhabhishekam all success and am sure this will be one of the best temples of the United
States.
As the Chairman of the Hindu Community and Cultural Center (HCCC) - Livermore Temple, I thank the MKA
2022 Committee Chair, APEX team and its members and volunteers for bringing this event to shape.

Respectfully,

Venugopal Reddy Surakanti
Chairman HCCC 2022-23
President HCCC 2021-22
Corporate Secretary HCCC 2020-21
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HCCC President’s Letter
Namaskarams!!
It is my absolute honor and privilege to share my thoughts on Maha
Kumbhabhishekam (referred to as MKA 2022) to be performed by Hindu
Community and Cultural Center, (HCCC) Livermore CA.
HCCC is preparing for third Maha Kumbhabhishekam to be performed July
6 through July 10, 2022. The Maha Kumbhabhishekam is performed in a
grand manner every 12 years to honor and renew the spiritual powers of the
deities in the temple. The temple consecration is called Kumbhabhishekam.
It is a ritual to sanctify the crown of the temple (Kumbha Shikhara) with
purified water. The consecration rituals extend over several days. The
Yagasala is where the powerful rituals of consecration are performed. On
the day of Kumbhabhishekam the power will be transferred back to the
main idol. While affixing the idol to the base (Peetam), a process called
Ashtabandhana is performed.
Necessary repairs for the Moola Vigrahas and extensive renovations for the temple structures along with
replacement of Vimana Kalashas and Prabhavalis and installations of Koshta Vigrahas are being undertaken.
To plan and execute the event of this magnitude, the HCCC management constituted an APEX committee in
March 2020.The APEX committee members are:  
Sreeni Malireddy (Chairman), Kesavan Srikumar, Krishna Chander, Raj Kowligi, and Sainath Kala.
From day one these esteemed members have been working tirelessly starting with extensive research and
various planning stages leading to execution of all tasks. Their work has been commendable to say the
least.  Nearly 100+ volunteers are part of various subcommittees who are helping in the execution of the event.
I take pride in being part of a community where the participation and support of the devotees and their
generosity has been outstanding. Also, contributions by management, temple priests, office staff, Pachaka,
Silpi, donors and volunteers have been just phenomenal.
Kumbhabhishekam is a spiritual and social ritual that brings joy and prosperity to the entire society. This is the
very essence of Sanatana Dharma.

Best Wishes,

Swaminathan Murali
(President 2022-2023)
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Dear Fellow Devotees,
Namaskarams
On behalf of the temple management team, it gives me great pleasure to
invite you all to this auspicious occasion of third Maha Kumbhabishekam
(MKA 2022) and receive blessings. We have initiated this program with
great optimism despite challenges due to the global pandemic. MKA
event is conducted once in twelve years to enable maintenance and
renovation of the inner sanctum and sanctorum and re-energize the
Moola Moorthies.
It is a privilege and great opportunity given to me by Lord Shiva and
Vishnu to be a chairperson 2021- 22, I have been an integral part
of raising the highest funds for HCCC in 2021. The year has been
special as we cautiously re-opened the temple after a year long closure.
The raised capital was carefully used to complete Akella Hall renovation, executed several maintenance
projects, decreased the temple liability by paying one of the temple loans and doubled our annual contribution
to the endowment fund. In addition supported India Covid-19, relief efforts. We have created priest welfare
fund and updated employee hand book.
Another big achievement this year has been to obtain the CUP relaxation from the city of Livermore. Thanks
to the tireless efforts of the CUP committee. We were also able to consecrate new deities, Nagadevathas on
the temple premises. My vision is to have a dedicated Annadana Hall for HCCC. Some initial exploratory work
has been done and documented. I am hoping that it will come to fruition soon.
It has been a great opportunity to be a part of third MKA and a pleasure to work with MKA team members,
especially Chairman Srinivas Malireddy. The HCCC and MKA team has been actively implementing
temple maintenance activities like brick cleaning, replacing shrine floors, replacing temple windows, Gold
cladding the Dwajah Sthambas, etc. The upcoming MKA event promises to be very exciting and colorful with
religious and cultural activities. Congratulations to the team.
As part of this glorious event, we are installing new moorthis of Lord Chandikeshwara next to Shiva Shrine and
five Vishnu Koshta Vigrahams (Gajananar, Vishnu Durga, Bhu Varaha, Lakshmi Narasimha and Ananta). We are
also replacing the existing marble idols of Ram Parivar.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers and donors without whom, a program of this magnitude
cannot be executed.
My gratitude to the founders of HCCC who had the vision to set a legacy that will continue for generations to
come.

Sincerely,
Jyothi Sarma, M.D.
Chairperson HCCC 2021-22
President HCCC 2019-20, BoD 2019-22
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Dear Devotees,
Namasthe
I take this opportunity to thank the Maha Kumbhabhishekam 2022
committee, all of management, priests, volunteers, and employees who
worked to make the event memorable for all of us. It is their dedication,
hard work, and passion that gave us our newly renovated, authentic, and
beautiful temple.
The MKA 2022 journey started with the formation of the Standing
Committee and approval in the February 2020 Steering Committee
meeting. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting county restrictions,
our temple was closed for indoor services for the better part of the year
2020. However, with the determination to serve our community and
devotees, our priests performed daily Pujas, Abhishekas, and other required rituals for deities while streaming
major events live.
During those difficult times, HCCC demonstrated leadership and determination in serving our devotees
and community alike. Throughout the year, the MKA 2022 committee marched forward by forming broader
committees, finalizing the Sthapati, working with the management team in raising funds, and reaching out to
donors.
I express my sincere appreciation to the 2020-21 Board, Executive Committee, all the donors, volunteers, and
devotees who came forward and supported the temple. Their generous donations and time volunteered have
kept the temple functioning and helped serve the community. With enormous pride, I can say, as a team, we
have achieved our paramount goal of sailing through the storm.
With all of your support, it is my humble opinion that HCCC continues to be an authentic Hindu temple that
upholds its mission and vision to serve the community with passion while continuing to be a beacon of
preserving our culture and heritage.

Respectfully,
Ramana Adusumilli
Chairman, Board of Directors, HCCC (2020-21)
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Dear Devotees,
Namaskar
I feel very blessed for my association with the Shiva-Vishnu Temple in
Livermore from its early times, first as a devotee and now as a volunteer.
This temple is run by volunteers who, in all they do in the temple, feel
very deeply that their acts and thoughts are driven by a grander purpose.
Volunteers at the temple are a continuous flow of devotees that find
society, culture, and purpose in all they do at the temple while having
a comforting feeling that he or she is close to His lotus feet. On the
occasion of Kumbhabhishekam, I invite you to be part of this garland
and contribute, both by means and deeds, to further enhance this Divine
institution by its reach and splendor and make it a part of your and your
family’s life. I thank all the devotees for their contributions to HCCC in
making it a world renowned organization that exemplifies how a society can run and become better at every
step.
Temple has grown significantly since its inception in 1977 and my association in 1988. There were times, I was
told, during the earlier days, the founders of the temple had prioritized temple expenses over expenses on
their home comforts. In the last 12 years since the previous Kumbhabhishekam in 2010, we have performed
many yagnas, built more temple structures, and further streamlined our temple operations. Some of the mega
yagnas we have performed include Athi Rudram, Lakshmi Yagam, Purushasuktha yagam, Trishakthi yagam,
and many more. Even during the Peak pandemic in 2020-2021, when the temple was closed and running on
deficit budget, we performed even more yagams like Maha Rudra Yagam, Vekateshwara Yagam, Sudarshana
Narasimha Homam, Aruna Parayanam and many more, for a speedy recovery from COVID and safety of all our
devotees, all through livestreaming under strict guidelines. Besides performing religious activities, temple has
grown in the dimensions of Human Services, Cultural Activates, Youth Education and others, making significant
contributions to the society at large, all through the constant oversight and support of caring volunteers.
Kumbhabhishekam occurs every 12 years when our beloved temple is renovated with significant effort by
a devoted set of volunteers that have been working for more than 2 years. Temple is also sanctified and
reenergized with Kumbhabhishekam event of 5 days starting July 6th. Since this involves identifying projects,
financing them through generous donations by our devotees and bringing in people with the right skill set early
on to finish projects on time, it takes a lot of effort and planning. I congratulate our apex committee volunteers
for their ardent and tireless contributions through COVID times. As the event is coming closer, the fervor of
activities has increased to finish projects on time and there is always a need for a helping hand and donations
towards the projects and for running the temple.
Looking forward to your participation during Kumbhabhishekam.

Best Wishes,
Karunakar Gulukota
President 2020-21
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Dear devotees,
Our beloved Hindu Community and Cultural Center (HCCC) is going
to perform third Maha Kumbhabhishekam during July 2022. It is a
great occasion for all of us to participate in this auspicious event and
get the blessings.
Over the years, Shiva-Vishnu Temple has provided religious,
community, and human services to Bay Area communities. Keeping
up with the increasing number of devotees, Shiva-Vishnu Temple has
also grown in terms of facilities, religious services offered, human
services, youth and education services, and grant-in-aid to nonprofit organizations. We all hope that this growth will continue and
HCCC will continue to serve the community in terms of religious and
community/social services.
The Board of Directors (during the term 2019-20) have discussed and
formed a Strategic Steering Committee to prepare for and organize Maha Kumbhabhishekam 2022 (MKA
2022). BoD (2019-20) sought and obtained the approval from Steering Committee (during February 2020 SC
Meeting) for the APEX Committee for MKA 2022. The members of the APEX Committee MKA 2022 are – Sreeni
Malireddy (Chairman of the APEX Committee), Krishna Chander (Member), Sainath Kala (Member), Srikumar
Kesavan (Member), and Raj Kowligi (Member). I would like to thank all of the BoD members (during term 201920) in formulating this committee.
Lots of volunteers have put in effort for the past two years in planning and executing various tasks and
activities needed for MKA 2022 and these efforts will continue till the last day of MKA 2022. HCCC is run and
managed by dedicated volunteers. The organization structure of HCCC and the contribution of volunteers in
providing the services by HCCC is exemplary and has become a role model for other temples in the country. I
personally want to thank all the past, current, and future volunteers in providing and sustaining high quality of
services offered by HCCC.
I wish all the best to the entire team of HCCC – Board of Directors, Executive Committee members, MKA 2022
APEX Committee and Subcommittee Chairs, Priests and Pachakas, Administrative Staff, and most importantly
volunteers – for a well-organized MKA 2022. Wishing you all have a blessed and soul filling MKA 2022.

Respectfully,
Dr. Chandra Reddy Devireddy
HCCC Chairman (2019-20)
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8

MKA 2022 APEX Committee
and HCCC Management
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HCCC Board of Directors - 2022-2023

Prabhakar Bhanoori, Murali Swaminathan, Raghavamma Gullapalli, Venu Surakanti, Sailaja Malireddy,
Usha Ramaswamy, Yugendhar Meka, Ramarao Yendluri, Kaushik Punyamurthula

HCCC Executive Committee - 2022-2023

Bhaskar Swaminathan, Ramani Iyer, Lalitha Krishanan, Upendar Reddy, Sowmya Krishnan, Murali Swaminathan,
Shyamala Venkateswaran, Madhusudan Narasimha Murthy, Girija Meda, Ram Maganti.
Note in picture - Manohar Mahavadi, Padma Chari, Srinivasa Malladi, Vinay Kallesh
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MKA 2022 APEX Committee

Sainath Kala, Krishna Chander, Sreeni Malireddy, Raj Kowligi, Kesavan Sri Kumar

MKA 2022 Sub-Committee Functional Chairs

Ramani Iyer (Safety & Security), Dimple Cyril (Volunteer Coordination), Prabhakar Bhanoori (Dignitary Invitations),
Ravishankar Jonnalagadda (Religious), Anand Gundu (Compliance& Enforcement), S Visweswaran (Yagasala and
Balalayam), Vijaya Neelamraju (Food - Deity/Deeksha/Priests), Kamala Shankar (Y&E/Human Services), Savitha
Setlur (Publications), Vamsidhar Pulapa (Construction), Not in Picture: Srinivasa Reddy (Fund Raising)
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Not in Group Picture

Madhwa Chintarevula
(MKA Religious Inventory & Procurement)

Chitra Mani (MKA Cultural, EC)

Karthik Subramani
(MKA Food - Devotee, EC)

Padmaja Madhusudan
(MKA Publicity)

Chandra Devireddy
(MKA Treasurer/Finance)

Umashankar Meda
(MKA Hospitality)

Jyothi Gundu (EC)

Poorna Chandra Sekhar Tatikonda (EC)

Mahesh Illuri (EC)
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MKA 2022 Functional Chairs and Members
APEX

Dhwaja Sthamba Kavacham
Vishu Visweswaran (Chairperson)
K Venkateswaran
Madhwa Chintarevula
Vamsi Pulapa
Kesavan Srikumar
NS Viswanathan
Bala Viswanath
Suresh Upadhyayula
Krishna Kunnath

Sreeni Malireddy
(Chairman, Liaison for Compliance &
Enforcement, Construction, Fundraising)
Krishna Chander
(Liaison for Dignitary Invitations, Hospitality,
Safety & Security, Treasury/Finance)
Kesavan Srikumar
(Liaison for Religious, Volunteer Coordination)
Rajagopal Kowligi
(Liaison for Cultural, Publications, Publicity)

Dignitary Invitations
Prabhakar Bhanoori (Chairperson)
Kalpana Murali
Sudha Surapaneni
Joel Barreto
Harichandana Deevi
Venkat Dornadula

Sainath Kala
(Liaison for Food, Religious I & P, Yagasala and
Balalayam, Youth & Education and HS)
Construction
Vamsidhar Pulapa (Chairperson)
HK Narayan
Sridhar Ramireddy
Nagesh Surbramani
Sambasiva Rao Gullapalli (advisor)
N Seshagiri

Food - Deity/Deeksha/Priests
Vijaya Neelamraju (Chairperson)
Sudhakar Deevi
Kamala Ravi
Sathya Bama Chandramouli
Sailaja Gulukota
Bama Selvam

Compliance & Enforcement
Anand Gundu (Chairperson)
Madan Arora
Senthil Annamalai
Kamlesh Jain
Niroop Srivatsava
Balaji Kesarla
Upender Tiwari

Food - Devotee
Karthik Subramani (Chairperson)
Kalyan Kalle
Bhaskar Chennavaram
Praveena Suresh
Senthil Kumar
Jai Kandayah
Srinivasrao Vinnakota
Chitra Vinnakota
Ramesh Gadamsetty
Panneer Selvam
Hari Deevi

Cultural
Chitra Mani (Chairperson)
Jaya Vishweswaran
Gayatri Joshi
Vandana Bhanoori
Rema Ramani
Priyanka Marepally
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MKA-2022 Functional Chairs and Members
Fundraising
Srinivasa Reddy (Chairperson)

Safety & Security
Ramani Aiyer (Chairperson)
Katyayini Satya
Kanaka Guruprasath
Pawan Singh Khokhar

Hospitality
Umashankar Meda (Chairperson)
Gowthaman Ranganathan
Shiva Chinta

Treasurer/Finance
Chandra Devireddy

Publications
Savitha Setlur (Chairperson)
Appaji Panchangam
Sadhana Tadepalli
Seema Giri
Vidya Rangachari
Prabhunandan Murthy

Volunteer Coordination
Dimple Cyril (Chairperson)
Chakrapani Madaraju
Usha Upadhyayula
Madhura Illuri
Jaya Prakash Nalla
Renuka Dhar
Trinath Anaparthi
Ramana Sampangi
Rajagopal Sombhotla

Publicity
Padmaja Madhusudan (Chairperson)
Madan Subramanyam
Sujata Iyer
Ritesh Kumar Ketireddy
Padma Subbaraman

Yagasala and Balalayam
S Visweswaran (Chairperson)
Ramu Mulayandi
Sambasiva Rao
Suresh Upadhyayula
Krishna Reddy
Krishna Kanagaratnam

Religious
Ravishankar Jonnalagadda (Chairperson)
Kalyanasundaram Venkateshwaran
Jamal Sarma
Raji Ramakrishnan
Sudhakar Mallampati
E Gopal
Bhaskar Swaminathan

Youth & Education and Human Services
Kamala Shankar (Chairperson)
Vivek Deshpande
Srikali Goutam Varanasi
Prerana Gundu
Suman Jain
Sharmila Narayanaswami
Pushpatara Paladugu
Gayatri Joshi (youth representative)

Religious Inventory & Procurement
Madhwa Chintarevula (Chairperson)
Veena Ramana
Renuka Yenugula
Ganesh Puram
Srinivas Kolli
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Sthapati Selvanathan
Sthapati Selvanathan is the Asthana Sthapati for our beloved Shiva-Vishnu Temple, Livermore California. Ever
since our temple began preparations for the upcoming third Maha Kumbhabhishekam (MKA 2022), he, along
with Mrs. Ponni Selvanathan has been an integral part of the MKA 2022 team. Especially important has
been their contribution to the significant improvements we have implemented in preparation for this event.
They have not only helped with the design and specifications for all the new items, but also have taken the
responsibility of coordinating the material acquisition, manufacturing, and completing the items per our temple
specifications. In addition, they have coordinated with another vendor Smart Creations to complete the gold
plating of many of the items our temple has procured for the event coming up in July 6 - 10th 2022. Among
the key items being delivered are Gold plated copper cladding for Dhwajasthambam and granite base for both
the Shiva and Vishnu Dhwajasthambams, forty new gold-plated copper Sthupi Kalashams to be installed on
all the Rajagopurams and the Shrines in the temple, Silver and gold plated Prabhavalis (Balaji and Shiva) for
several shrines, Construction of a new small shrine for the Chandikeshwara idol, Design and construction of
small shrines for the dwarapalakas in the Shiva and Kanaka Durga Shrines, Design and construction of five
Koshta Vigrahas that will be installed on the outside of the Balaji shrine, Design and construction of new
Adharapeetham and Avudiyar for the Shiva shrine.
Hindu Community and Cultural Center (HCCC) management and the MKA 2022 APEX committee express our
deepest gratitude to Sri Selvanathan and Mrs. Ponni Selvanathan, along with the three Siilpis for joining us in
this journey as we celebrate our third Maha Kumbhabhishekam.

Ponni Selvanathan - Sthapati R. Selvanathan
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HCCC Silpis

Kumaravel Chidambaram

V Saravanan - R Suresh - V. Balasubramanian
20

HCCC Priests and Pachakas

Pdt. Sampath Sridharan

Pdt. Ramanujam Kannan

Pdt. Pavan Kumar Divi

Pdt. Sridhara Bhattar

Pdt. Raghunathan Natarajan

Pdt. Maha Deva Sastry Ravada

Pdt. Ramanan Sundara Srinivasan

Pdt. Hare Krishna Mahapatra

Pdt. Sai Kishore Guduru

Pdt. Pavan Kumar Kidambi

Gopikrishna Tarimala (pachaka)

Pdt. Sriranga Bhattacharya
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HCCC Office Staff

Krishna Kumar Kunnath
(Manager)

Surya Duggirala (Manager)

Hema Varadha

Venkat Bokka

Abhirami Balachandran

Sukanya Chikka

Shivapriya Gade

Indira Devi Tadikamalla
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Hindu Community and Cultural Center
Board of Directors and Executive Committee
1977-1984
Board of Directors

Muthuraman Iyer (Chairperson BoD), Malti Prasad (Pres EC), Balram Kuver, Sulata Sarkar, Durvasula Sastry

Executive Committee

Malti Prasad, (President), Lingagoud Memula (VP Finance), Mrinal Sarkar (Secretary),
Chander Ramrakha (Jt. Secy.), G.S.Satya (Jt. Secy)

1984-85
Board of Directors

Muthuraman Iyer (Chairperson BoD), Malti Prasad (Pres EC), Balram Kuver, Sulata Sarkar, Durvasula Sastry

Executive Committee

Malti Prasad (President), Lingagoud Memula (VP Finance), Mrinal Sarkar (Secretary), Chandar Ramrakha (Jt. Sec),
G.S.Satya (Jt. Secy), K.Venkateswaran (Religious), Jagannadham Akella

1985-86
Board of Directors

Muthuraman Iyer (Chairperson BoD), Malti Prasad (Pres EC), Bina Erasmus, Chandar Ramrakha, Sulata Sarkar,
Durvasula Sastry, Sudin Vittal

Executive Committee

Malti Prasad (President), Lingagoud Memula (VP Finance), Mrinal Sarkar (Secretary), B.R.Govinda Rao (Jt. Secy),
S.Ramani (Finance), Mulki Kamath (Construction), K.Venkateswaran (Religious), Sulata Sarkar (Co Chair Cultural),
Durvasula Sastry (Co Chair Cultural), G.S.Satya (Fund Raising), Sashikant Desai (Publicity), Shiela Sastri (Radio
Program), Jagannadham Akella, H.K. Narayan, D. V. Giri, N. Seshagiri

1986-87
Board of Directors

Muthuraman Iyer (Chairperson BoD), Malti Prasad (Pres EC) , Chandar Ramrakha, Sulata Sarkar, Durvasula Sastry,
Sudin Vittal, Bina Erasmus

Executive Committee

Malti Prasad (President), Lingagoud Memula (V.P ), V.S.Chaudari (V.P), Mrinal Sarkar (Sec), B.R.Govinda Rao
(Jt. Secy), K.Venkateswaran (Religious), Sulata Sarkar (Cultural), Jagannadham Akella (Finance), Mulki Kamath
(Construction), G.S.Satya (Fund Raising), H.K.Narayan (Publicity), D.V. Giri, N. Sesahgiri, Sashikant Desai

1987-88
Board of Directors

Durvasula Sastry (Chairperson BoD), Mrinal Sarkar (Pres EC) , Chander Ramrakha, Muthuraman Iyer, Malti Prasad,
Bina Erasmus, Sudin Vittal
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Executive Committee

Mrinal Sarkar (President), B.R.Govinda Rao (Secy) , Jo Ann Walter (Jt. Secy), Rama Rao Yendaluri (Jt. Sec),
Jagannadham Akella (Treasurer), Sashikant Desai , D.V.Giri, Ravi Kaw, Shiela Sastri , K.Venkateswaran,
H.K.Narayan, Alamelu Iyengar (Cultural), Sulata Sarkar (Cultural), G.R.Srinivasan (Public Relations), N. Seshagiri,
G.S. Satya, Shiv Kumar Mehta

1988-89
Board of Directors

Durvasula Sastry (Chairperson BoD), B.R.Govinda Rao (Pres EC), Mrinal Sarkar, Chandar Ramrakha, Govinda Rao,
Muthuraman Iyer, Malti Prasad, Sudin Vittal, Sulata Sarkar, Shiela Sastri, K.Venkateswaran

Executive Committee

Mrinal Sarkar/B.R.Govinda Rao (Pres EC), H.K.Narayan (Exe VP) Vijaya Narasimhan (Sec) , Rama Rao Yendaluri,
Jagannadham Akella (Treasurer), Bala Venkatesan, D.V.Giri, Alamelu Iyengar, Raj Iyer, N.Seshgiri, G.R.Srinivasan
(Fund Raising), Ravi Kaw, R.Nagaraja Rao, Ramu Malaiyandi, Shiv Kumar Mehta

1989-90
Board of Directors

Durvasula Sastry (Chairperson BoD), B.R.Govinda Rao (Pres EC), Muthuraman Iyer, Malti Prasad, Mrinal Sarkar,
Sulata Sarkar, Shiela Sastri, K.Venkateswaran, Sudin Vittal

Executive Committee

B.R.Govinda Rao (President), G.R.Srinivasan (Exe VP), Vijaya Narasimhan (Sec), Jagannadham Akella (Treasurer),
Bala Venkatesan, D.V.Giri, Alamelu Iyengar, Raj Iyer, Ravi Kaw, Ramu Malaiyandi, R.Nagaraja Rao, N.Seshgiri,
Rama Rao Yendluri, H.K.Narayan

1990-91
Board of Directors

Durvasula Sastry (Chairperson BoD), B.R.Govinda Rao (Pres EC) , Ravi Kaw, Jagannadham Akella, H.K.Narayan,
Mrinal Sarkar, Shiela Sastri, K.Venkateswaran, Sudin Vittal

Executive Committee

B.R.Govinda Rao (President), G.R.Srinivasan (Exec. VP), N.V.Srinivasa Rao (Sec), Vijaya Narasimhan (Treasurer),
Bala Venkatesan, Vijaya Bulusu, Amrit Duneja, Vasanta Giri, Raj Iyer, Sobha Kolipara, V.J.Kowsik, Ramu
Malaiyandi, R.Nagaraja Rao, N.Seshagiri, R.V.Subramanian, H.V.Gangadhara

1991-92
Board of Directors

K.Venkateswaran (Chairperson BoD), B.R.Govinda Rao (Pres EC), Jagannadham Akella, Ravi Kaw, Vijaya
Narasimhan, H.K.Narayan, N.Sehagiri, Shiela Sastri, G.R.Srinivasan

Executive Committee

B.R.Govinda Rao (President), Amrit Duneja (Exec. VP), V.J.Kowsik (Sec), Vimala Ramani (Jt.Secy), N.V.Srinivasa
Rao (Treasurer), Vijaya Bulusu, Lakshmikant Gade, Vasanta Giri, H.V.Gangadhara, K.A Kannan, Sobha Kolipara,
Sarala Rao, K.S.Sreeharsha, G.Srikantiah, Aruna Venkidu, R.V.Subramanian, Raj Iyer
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1992-93
Board of Directors

H.K.Narayan (Chairperson BoD), Jagannadham Akella (Pres EC), Vijaya Narasimhan, Ravi Kaw, N.Sehagiri,
G.R.Srinivasan, N.V.Srinivasa Rao, Sudin Vittal, Amrit Duneja

Executive Committee

Jagannadham Akella (President), B.R.Govinda Rao (Treasurer), Ramu Malaiyandi (Silpi), G.Srikantiah (Religious),
Chakravarthy Parthasarathy ( Co Chair Religious), Ramani Aiyer (Publicity) , K.S.Sreeharsha (Cultural), R. Nagaraja
Rao (Human Services), Sarala Rao (Human Services), H.V.Gangadhara. (Construction), Lakshmikant Gade, Vimala
Ramani, Aruna Venkidu, Sateesh Hiremagalur, N. Shankar, Prem Gosain

1993-94
Board of Directors

Sudin Vittal (Chairperson BoD), N.V.Srinivasa Rao (Pres EC), G.R.Srinivasan, Vijaya Narasimhan, Amrit Duneja,
N.Seshagiri, Vasanta Giri, Vijaya Bulusu, G. Srikantiah

Executive Committee

N.V.Srinivasa Rao (President), Ramu Malaiyandi (Exec. VP), B.R.Govinda Rao (Treasurer), Meera Rao (Seyc),
Chakravarthy Parthasarathy (Religious), Ramani Aiyer (Treasurer), Prem Gosain, Sateesh Hiremagalur, N.Shankar,
R.Nagaraja Rao, Jagannadham Akella, S.Vaidyanathan, P.S.Parthasarathy, Raj Iyer, Krishna Raj, Ben Venkatesh,
Shiela Sastri, Nagaraj Mitty (Cultural), Padma Srinivasan, Delampady Bhat

1994-95
Board of Directors

G. Srikantiah (Chairperson BoD), N.V.Srinivasa Rao (Pres EC), Sudin Vittal, Amrit Duneja, Vijaya Bulusu, Ramani
Aiyer, Chakravarthy Parthasarathy, R. Nagaraja Rao, Vimala Ramani

Executive Committee

N.V.Srinivasa Rao (President), K.Venkateswaran (Exe VP, Silpi), Rajendara Balakrishna (Secy), K.A. Kannan
(Treasurer), Bala Viswanath (Religious), P.S.Parthasarathy (Construction), Ben Venkatesh, (Maintenance), Vasuki
Jayaram (Fund Raising), Krishna Raj (Publicity), Nagaraj Mitty (Cultural), G.Sambasiva Rao( Human Services),
Jagannadham Akella, Meera Rao, Nagaraj Naidu, Kala Iyer, Shiela Sastri

1995-96
Board of Directors

Ramani Aiyer (Chairperson BoD), Chakravarthy Parthasarathy (Pres EC), Vijaya Bulusu, R. Nagaraja Rao, Vimala
Ramani, P.S.Parthasarathy, Vasanta Giri, H.K.Narayan, G.Srikantiah

Executive Committee

Chakravarthy Parthasarathy (President), Nagaraj Naidu (Exe VP Construction), Rama Vittal(Sec), K.A.Kannan (Treasurer),
M.Chandrasekhar (Jt Sec, Abharna), K.Venkateswaran (Religious), Rekha Rao (Cultural), Kala Iyer, S.Visweswaran (Silpi), Prem
Ramrakha (Human Services), Bala Viswanath (Publicity), Rajendar Balarishna, G.Sambasiva Rao,Vasuki Jayaram

1996-97
Board of Directors

Ramani Aiyer (Chairperson BoD), H.K.Narayan (Pres EC), Vasanta Giri , Muthuraman Iyer, K.A. Kannan,
P.S.Parthasarathy, Chakravarthy Parthasarathy, Vimala Ramani, R. Nagaraja Rao
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Executive Committee

H.K.Narayan (President), Rekha Rao (Exec. VP), Rama Vittal (Sec), Subadra Subramanian (Treasurer), Sham Dixit
(Religious), Katyayini Satya (Cultural), Raj Iyer (Internal Audit), M.Chandrasekhar (Jt Sec), Prem Ramrakha (Jt Sec),
V.J.Kowsik (Construction), S.Visweswaran (Silpi), Bala Viswanath (Publicity), Rajendar Balarishna G.Sambasiva
Rao, Ben Venkatash (Maintenance), Suresh Yegnashankaran (Publicity), Jagannadham Akella, Shiela Sastri,
Bramara Sastri, Lakshmi Sastri, Mrinal Sarkar

1997-98
Board of Directors

B.R.Govinda Rao (Chairperson BoD), G.Sambasiva Rao (Pres EC), Vasanta Giri , Nagaraja Naidu, K.A. Kannan,
H.K.Narayan, P.S.Parthasarathy, Rekha Rao , Bala Viswanath

Executive Committee

G.Sambasiva Rao (President), Mrinal Sarkar (Secretary), Jagannadham Akella (Cultural Center), Shiela Sastri,
Subadra Subramanian (Treasurer), Rajendra Balarishna (Religious), V.J.Kowsik (Construction), Raman Rao (Silpi),
Sham Dixit, Katyayini Satya (Cultural), Ben Venkatash (Maintenance), Suresh Yegnashankaran (Publicity),
Nagaraj Mitty (Youth)

1998-99
Board of Directors

D.V.Giri (Chairperson BoD), Bala Viswanath (Pres EC), K.A. Kannan (Secretary), Rekha Rao, B.R. Govinda Rao,
Nagaraj Naidu, G.Sambasiva Rao, Ramani A. Aiyer, K. Venkateswaran

Executive Committee

Bala Viswanath ((President), Sudin Vittal (Exec. VP), Rema Ramani (Treasurer), G.R. Srinivasan (Jt Secy-1), Kala
Iyer (Jt Secy-2), Chakravarthy Parthasarathy (Religious), Raman Rao (Fund Raising), Nagaraj Mitty (Cultural),
Rajendra Balakrishnan (Information Systems), Mulki Kamath (Maintenance), S. Visweswaran (Silpi),
T.K. Subramanian (Publication/ Publicity), R.Nagaraja Rao (Human Services), G.S. Satya (Public Relations),
K.S. Sreeharsha (Education)

1999-2000
Board of Directors

Nagaraja Rao/D.V.Giri (Chairperson BoD), Ramani Aiyer (Pres EC), Nagaraj Naidu (Secy), Rekha Rao ,
G.Sambasiva Rao, D.V. Giri , K. Venkateswaran , R. Balakrishnan, Katyayini Satya

Executive Committee

Ramani Ayier (President),Sudin Vittal (Exec. VP), Rema Ramani (Cultural), Kala Iyer (Jt. Secy), Raman Rao
(Religious), Chakravarthy Parthasarathy (Treasurer), Nagaraj Mitty (Youth +Education Mukta Goel (Human
Services), S. Visweswaran (Silpi), Mulki Kamath (Fund Raising + Public Relations),
H.K.Narayan ( Assembly Hall + Construction), Vinay Kallesh (Publicity)

2000-2001
Board of Directors

K.Venkateswaran (Chairperson BoD), Rajendra Balakrishna (Pres EC) D.V.Giri, Ramani Aiyer, Nagaraja Rao,
Katyayini Satya, Raman Rao, Amrit Duneja, Rama Rao Yendluri
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Executive Committee

Rajendra Balakrishna (President), H.K.Narayan (Exec. VP), Sudha Prasad ( Jt. Secy 1), Vijaya Lakshmi Neelamraju
(Treasurer), Ben Venkatesh (Maintenance), Lalitha Akella (Assembly Hall), Ramu Malaiyandi ( Jt. Secy. 2 + PR),
Chadalavada Bhaskar Rao (Food ), Mukta Goel (Human Services), Vishnu Reddy (Religious), Shastri Divakaruni
(Fund Raising), Durga Nagulpally (Cultural + Youth +Ed), Vinay Kallesh (Publicity),
Suresh Upadhyayula (Information Systems)

2001-2002
Board of Directors

Raman K Rao (Chair BOD), Rajendra Balakrishna (Pres EC), Amrit Duneja, Katyayini Satya, Nagaraja Rao,
Rajainder Yeldandi, Rama Rao Yendluri, Raman Rao, Vijaya Bulusu

Executive Committee

Ben Venkatesh (Maintenance), C. Bhaskara Rao (Food), Durga Nagulpally (Cultural), Hari Surapaneni (Treasurer),
Jamal Sarma (Jt. Sec 1), Lalitha Akella (Assembly Hall & Human Services), Rajendra Balakrishna (Pres EC), Shastri
Divakaruni (Fund Raising), Sudha Prasad (Publicity + Publications), Suresh Upadhyayula (Info.Systems), Venkat
Kode (Youth & Education + Library), Vijaya Neelamraju (Religious), Vishnu Reddy (Exec. V.P)

2002-2003
Board of Directors

Rama Rao Yendluri (Chairman, Liaison to Treasury), Vishnu Reddy (President), Bhaskar Chad (Secretary,
Construction Liaison), Amrit Duneja (Admin, HR & Construction Liaison), Rajainder Yeldandi (IS Liaison),
Raman K Rao (Publicity & PR Liaison), Subadra Subramanian (Admin, HS Liaison), Vijaya Bulusu (Religious
Liaison), Vijaya Neelamraju (Food & Assembly Hall Liaison),

Executive Committee

Hari Surapaneni (Religious), Jamal Sarma (Cultural), Karthik Sivasubramanian (Publicity), Krishna Chander (PR),
Krishna Reddy (Human Services), Milind Korde (Human Resources), Peraiah Sudanagunta (Construction), Prasuna
Reddy (Cooking), Raghavamma Gullapalli (VP, Inventory & Procurement), Raju Lakkamaraju (Youth & Education +
Library), Sreeram Madabhushi (Admin), Suresh Katta (IS), Suresh Upadhyayula (Joint Secretary), Upender Reddy
(Maintenance), Venkat Kode (Treasury), Venkat Vankayalapati (Fundraising), Vishnu Reddy (President)

2003-2004
Board of Directors

Shiv Kumar Mehta (Chairman, Liaison to Treasury), S Visweswaran (President), Sudha Prasad (Corporate
Secretary), Bhaskar Chadalavada, Linga Goud Memula, RajainderYeldandi, Vijaya Bulusu, Vijaya Neelamraju,

Vishnu Reddy Jammula
Executive Committee

Anu Ranganath (Jt. Secretary 1), Ben Venkatesh (Construction), Kala Iyer (Cultural), Karthik Sivasubramanian
(Publicity & PR), Krishna Chander (Treasurer), Krishna Reddy (HS & Exec VP), Prakash Rao Pokala (Religious),
Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (Kitchen & Cooking), Raghavamma Gullapalli, Raju Lakkamaraju (Administration),
Shankar Narasimhan (Inventory & Procurement), Srinivas Valluripalli (Assembly Hall), Suresh Katta (IS), Upendar
Reddy Malle (Maintenance), Venkat Kode (HR), Venkat Vankayalapati (Youth & Education)
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2004-2005
Board of Directors

Linga Goud Memula (Chairman, HR, Admin, Financial), Krishna Reddy (President of EC), Suresh Upadhyayula
(Corporate Secretary, Public Relations), S Visweswaran (Religious, Fund Raising, Cultural), Bala Mani
(Maintenance, Publicity), Shiv Kumar Mehta (Construction, Human Services), Upender Reddy Malle (Food &
Assembly Hall), Vijaya Neelamraju (Inventory & Procurement), Vishnu Reddy Jammula (Youth Education & IS)

Executive Committee

Boda Rao (Treasurer), Chittaranjan Mallipeddi (Fund Raising/Public Relations), Debasis Bagchi (Human
Resources), Dr. Kamala Shankar (Youth & Education), Hosalli Gangadhara (Maintenance & Security),
Kala Iyer (Cultural), Kesavan Srikumar (Inventory Procurement), Krishna Reddy, Laxmikant Joshi (Religious), Mohan
Rao R (Food), Ram Nagulapalli (IS), Srinivas Kandala (Publicity), Srinivas Lingutla (Volunteer Coordination),
Srinivas Malladi (Jt. Secretary/Hundi Counting), Srinivas Valluripalli (Assembly Hall, Audio Visual),
Venkatram J Kowsik (Construction), Vidya Anath (Human Services)

2005-2006
Board of Directors

Jagannadham Akella (Chairperson of BOD), Amrit Duneja (President of EC), Bala Mani (Corporate Secretary,
Maintenance & Construction), Suresh Upadhyayula (Vice Chairperson, Publicity & Information Systems),

Krishna Reddy (Fund Raising, Public Relations & Special Projects), Lingagoud Memula (Policies, Special
Committees & Human Resources), S Visweswaran (Cultural, Youth & Education), Sambasivarao G (Religion,
Food & Assembly Hall), Shiv Kumar Mehta (Administration & Human Resources),
Executive Committee

Boda Rao (Treasurer), Chittaranjan Mallipeddi (Fund Raising/Public Relations), Debasis Bagchi (Huamn
Resources), Dr Kamala Shankar (Youth & Education), Kesavan Srikumar (Inventory Procurement), Laxmikant Joshi
(Food), Mohanrao R (Assembly Hall), Ram Nagulapalli (Information Systems-2), Sreeram Madabushi (Admin/
Joint Treasurer), Sridhar Pootheri (Secretary / Publicity), Srinivas Lingutla (Volunteer Coordinator), Srinivas Malladi
(Religious), Usha Ramaswamy (Cultural), Vidya Ananth (Huamn Services), Vinay Kallesh (Information Systems-1)

2006-2007
Board of Directors

Jagannadham Akella (Chair Person of BOD and Finance), Ben Venkatesh (President of EC), Krishna Chander (Corp
Sec, Finance), Amrit Duneja (Food, PR), Bala Mani (Y&E, Cultural), Lingagoud Memula (Vice Chair + Policy, HS,
Special Cmt), Sambasivarao Gullapalli, Shankar Narasimhan (IT & Publicity),
Suresh Kumar Upadhyayula (Religious)

Executive Committee

Kala Iyer (Cultural), Kamala Shankar (Youth & Education), Manish Bagchi (Volunteer Coordination), Narayan
HK (Human Resources), Prasuna Reddy (Food), Shanker Bathwal (Assembly Hall), Sreeram Madabhushi (Joint
Treasurer), Sri Gopireddy (Fund Raising), Sridhar Pootheri (Secretary / Publicity), Srinivas Malladi (Religious),
Srinivas Pyda (Treasurer), Vinay Kallesh (Inforation Systems)

2007-2008
Board of Directors

Krishna Chander (Chair Person of BOD and Finance), Ben Venkatesh (President), Vinay Kallesh (Secretary,
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Information Systems), Jagannadham Akella (Cultural), Kamala Shankar (Youth & Education, Human Services),
Sambasivarao Gullapalli (Construction), Shankar Narasimhan (Vice Chairman of BOD), Srinivas Malladi (Religious),
Amrit Duneja (PR)

Executive Committee

Anand Kumar Gundu (Human Services), Archana Ranganathan (Youth & Education), Guruswamy Ramadoss
(Inventory Procurement), Kala Iyer (Cultural), Madan Arora (Maintenance), Manishi Bagchi (Volunteer Coordination),
Narayan HK (Human Resources, Religious), Prasuna Reddy (Food, IT), Shanker Bathwal (Assembly Hall), Sri
Gopireddy (Fund Raising), Srinivas Pyda (Treasurer), Srinivasa Reddy Malireddy (Joint Treasurer)

2008-2009
Board of Directors

Srinivas Malladi (Chairman of BOD, Finance and Fund Raising), Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (President of EC, IS and
Admin), Sridar Kuttan Pootheri (Corporate Secretary), Ben Venkatesh (Maintenance), Kamala Shankar (Vice Chair,
Y&E and Human Services), Krishna Chander (Religious), Periah Sudanagunta (Construction), Shankar Narasimhan
(Publicity, HR), Vinay Kallesh (Cultural & Public Relations)

Executive Committee

Anand Kumar Gundu (Human Services), Archana Ranganathan (Youth & Education), Guruswamy Ramadoss (Ex
Inventory Procurement & Joint Secretary), Janakiram Kaki (Publicity), Jegan Thambiaiyah (Human Resources &
Maintenance), Madan Arora (Construction), Manishi Bagchi (Volunteer Coordination), Narayan HK (Religious),
Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (President, Administration), Ramu Malaiyandi (Ex. Maintenance), Ravathi Santhanam
(Cultural), Sri Gopireddy (Fund Raising), Srinivas Pyda (Treasurer & Joint Secretary), Srinivas V Lingutla (Assembly
Hall), Srinivasareddy Malireddy (Special Projects & Information Systems), Vidya Ananth (Public Relations), Vijaya
Lakshmi Neelamraju (Vice President,Food & Inventory Procurement)

2009-2010
Board of Directors

Periah Sudanagunta (Chairman, Governance, Finance, Fund raising), Srinivas Pyda (President, Administration,
Human Resource), Kamala Shankar (Y&E, HS, Corp Sec; MKA 2010), Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (Food,
Maintenance, Assembly hall), Sridar Kuttan Pootheri (Public Relations and IT), Srinivas Malladi (Publicity, Volunteer
Coordination, MKA 2010), Veera Raghavamma Gullapalli (Religious, Inventory Procurement),
Vinay Kallesh (Vice-chairman, Cultural)

Executive Committee

Bala Mani (Construction), Chandra Reddy Devireddy (Treasurer), Chittaranjan Mallipeddi (Fund Raising), Debasis
Bagchi (Human Services), Janakiram Kaki (Publicity), Jegan Thambiaiyah (Food), Padma Madhusudan (Youth &
Education), Prabhakar Bhanoori (EC Secretary), Prakash Pokala (Chairman-MKA2010), Ravishankar Jonnalagadda
(Religious), Rema Ramani (Jt. Treasurer), Ravati Santhanam (Cultural), Sreeram Madhabushi, Srinivas V Lingutla
(Assembly Hall), Upender Reddy (Maintenance), Vijaya Lakshmi Neelamraju (Inventory Procurement)

2010-2011
Board of Directors

Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (Chairman BOD,Governance), Veera Raghavamma Gullapalli (President, HR, Admin),
Srinivasa Reddy Malireddy (Corporate Secretary, Religious, IT), Srinivas Pyda (Finance, Food), Anand Kumar
Gundu (Vice-Chairman, Y&E, HS, MKA2010), H K Narayan (Maintenance), Periah Sudanagunta (Construction,
Assembly Hall), Sridar Kuttan Pootheri (Publicity, Cultural),
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Executive Committee

Amrit Duneja (Maintenance), Anuradha Padala Reddy (Inventory Procurement), Debasis Bagchi (Public Relations),
Jamal Sarma (Religious), Janakiram Kaki (Publicity), Jay Doraiswami (HR), Kala Iyer, Mandli M Satyanarayan (Joint
Treasurer), Padma Madhusudan (Youth & Education, EC Secretary), Prabhakar Bhanoori (Treasurer), Ravishankar
Jonnalagadda ((Information Systems), Shivani Jay Mehta (Construction), Veera Raghavamma Gullapalli (President,
EC), Venkatadri Bobba (Fund Raising)

2011-2012
Board of Directors

Srinivas Pyda (Chairman, BOD, Finance), Anand Kumar Gundu (President EC, HR, Admin, Human Services
Liaison), Jegan Thambiaiyah (Corporate Secretary - BOD, Food), Amrit Lal Duneja (TCC Liaison & Construction),
H K Narayan (Y&E, Cultural, Spiritual Lectures, AH), Janakiram Kaki (Publicity & Information Systems), Srinivasa
Reddy Malireddy (Vice Chairman BOD, Religious),
Veera Raghavamma Gullapalli (Neighborhood Liaison, Fund Raising)

Executive Committee

Anil G Kumar (Joint Treasurer), Balasubramani Krishnaraj (Assembly Hall & Audio System), Jay Doraiswami, Jaya
Visweswaran (Cultural), Kala Iyer, Madan Arora (Maintenance), Mandli M Satyanarayan (Publicity), Prakash Pokala
(Fund Raising), Prabhakar Bhanoori (Information Systems), Raghu Sethuraman (Youth & Education), Rajagopal R
Kowligi (Inventory & Procurement), Rajendra Kumar Vallabhaneni (Religious), Sainath Venkata Kala (Food), Senthil
N Annamalai (EC Secretary), Suman Jain (Human Services), Veeraiah Bodepudi (Treasurer)

2013-2014
Board of Directors

Boda Rao (Chairman), Jamal Sarma (President), Ravishankar Jonnalagadda (Corporate Secretary), Amrit Duneja
(BOD), Janakiram Kaki (BOD), Jegan Thambiaiyah (BOD), Prabhakar Banoori (Vice Chairman),
Prakash Pokala (BOD), Ramani Aiyer (BOD)

Executive Committee

Ben Venkatesh (Maintenance), Jamal Sarma (President & Administration), Dr. Kamala Shankar (Y&E), Karunakar
Gulukota (Human Services), Rajagopal R Kowligi (Cultural), Senthil N Annamalai (EC Secretary & IT), Srinivasa
Rao Surapaneni (Religious Procurement), Sreenivasulu Malireddy (Treasurer), Srinivasa R Malladi (Fund Raising &
Religious), Suman L Singh (Human Resources), Veeraiah Bodepudi (Reserve), Venkatadri Bobba (Public Relations
& Publicity), Vigneshwaran Sanmugam (Vice President & Food)

2014-2015
Board of Directors

Prakash Pokala (Chairman), Prabhakar Banoori (President), Anil Kumar (Corporate Secretary, BOD), Boda Rao (BOD), Jamal
Sarma (BOD), Ramani Aiyer (BOD), Ravishankar Jonnalagadda (BOD), Shankar Narasimhan (BOD), Srinivasa Malladi (BOD)

Executive Committee

Karunakar Gulukota (Human Services), Leela Prasad Koneru (Religious), Prasuna Reddy (Fund Raising),
Raghavamma Gullapalli (Facilities, Maintenance), Sainath Kala (Food), Savitha Setlur (Y&E), Sree Vidya
Vallabhaneni (EC Secretary, Publicity), Sreenivas Rao Surpaneni (Joint Treasurer), Sreenivasulu Malireddy
(Treasurer), Suchi Muppidi (Religious Procurement, Venkatadri Bobba (Public Relations), Vigneshwaran Sanmugam
(Vice President & Admin, HR)
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2015-2016
Board of Directors

Vignesh Sanmugam (Chairman, Finance, IT, HR), Sreeni Malireddy (President, Facilities & Services, Maintenance),
Srinivasa Malladi (Corporate Secretary, Y&E, Cultural, PR), Anil Kumar (Religious, I&P, Hundi Counting),
Boda Rao (Vice Chairman, Food, Construction), Prakash Pokala (Fundraising, Administration, Solar), Ravishankar
Jonnalagadda (Human Services, Publicity), Shankar Narasimhan, Sreeram Madabhushi

Executive Committee

Anand Gundu (Human Services), Chandra Reddy Devireddy (Treasurer/Finance Committee), Girija Meda (Volunteer
Coordination), Katyayini Satya (Human Resources), Leela Prasad Koneru (Administration & Vice President),
Manjula Muppu (Joint Treasurer/Hundi Counting), Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (Food), Sambasiva Rao Gullapalli,
Savitha Setlur (Information Systems), Sree Vidya Vallabhaneni (Publicity), Srikali Goutam Varanasi (Youth &
Education), Suchi Muppidi (Religious Inventory & Procurement), Sudhakar Reddy Gouravaram (EC Secretary),
Upender Reddy M (Construction), Usha Ramaswamy (Cultural), Vamsi Pulapa (Religious)

2016-2017
Board of Directors

Sreeni Malireddy (Chairman), Leela Prasad Koneru (President), Rajagopal R Kowligi (Corporate Secretary), Anil
Kumar, Shankar Narasimhan, Sainath Venkata Kala, Sreeram Madabhushi, Srinivasa R Malladi,
Vigneshwaran Sanmugam

Executive Committee

Anand Gundu (Food & Human Services), Chandra Reddy Devireddy (Treasurer/Finance Committee), Jyothi Sarma
(Fundraising), Leela Prasad Koneru (President), Madhwa Chintarevula (Volunteer Coordination), Manjula Muppu
(Joint Treasurer/Hundi Counting), Prasuna Reddy Dornadula (Administration), Ramana Adusimilli (Religious Inv &
Procurement), Sambasiva Rao Gullapalli (Vice President & Public Relations Chair), Savitha Setlur (Publicity), Srikali
Goutam Varanasi (Youth & Education), Srinivasa Visweswaran (Human Resources,Maintenance), Suchi Muppidi
(Facilities), Sudhakar Reddy Gouravaram (EC Secretary), Upender Reddy M (Construction), Usha Ramaswamy
(Cultural), Vamsidhar Pulapa (General Inventory & Procurement), Vijay Sampath (Religious),
Yugendhar Meka (Information Systems)

2017-2018
Board of Directors

Leela Prasad Koneru (Chairman,Fund Raising,Religious Inv & Prc,Construction), ), Sainath Venkata Kala
(President,Volunteer Coordination,General Inv & Prc), Vamsidhar Pulapa (Corporate Secretary, Public Relations,
Facilities), Anand Gundu (Food & Human Services), Chandra Reddy Devireddy (Vice Chairman,Information
Systems, Human Resources), , Rajagopal R Kowligi (Youth and Education, Cultural, Sreeni Malireddy
(Administration, Finance (Treasurer), Sreeram Madabhushi (Maintenance, Hundi (Joint treasurer)), Vigneshwaran
Sanmugam (Publicity, Religious)

Executive Committee

Chakradhar Paturi (Public Relations Committee), Jyothi Sarma (Administration Committee), Karthik Subramani
(Food Committee), Karunakar Gulukota (Youth and Education Committee), Kolan Suresh Reddy (Vice President,
Public Relations), Madhwa Rao Chintarevula (Religious Committee), Padmaja Malladi (Publicity), Ramana Kumar
Adusumilli (Religious Inventory and Procurement Committee ), Revathi Santhanam (Cultural), Sainath Venkata
Kala (President), Sri Sudha Surapaneni (Human Resources), Srinivasa Visweswaran (Construction & Maintenance
Committee), Sudhakar Venkata Mallapati (Facilities Committee), Sudhindra Gowthan Vendanthi (Human Services),

31

Suman Pain (Volunteer Coordination Committee), Venkata Ramana Meka (Finance Committee (Treasurer)),
Venugopal Reddy Surakanti (Scretary), Vijay Sampath (Fund Raising Committee), Vijaya Lakshmi Neelamraju
(General Inventory & Procurement), Yugendhar Meka (Information Systems Committee)

2018-2019
Board of Directors

Anand Gundu (Chairman, Human Services, Public Relations), Vamsidhar Pulapa (President, General Inv & Prc,
Facilities), Madhwa Chintarevula (Corporate Secretary, Maintenance, Publicity), Sainath Kala (Food, Construction),
Chandra Reddy Devireddy (Information Systems, Hundi(Joint Treasurer)), Rajagopal R Kowligi (Vice Chairman,
Cultural, Religious Inv & Procurement), Leela Prasad Koneru (Human Resources, Fund Raising), Karunakar
Gulukota (Religious, Volunteer Coordination), Vijay Sampath (Finance (Treasurer),
Youth and Education, Young Adults Initiative)

Executive Committee

Vamsidhar Pulapa (President, General Inventory& Procurement, Facilities Administration), Goutam Vedanti (Human
Services Committee), Jyothi Sarma (Administration Committee), Karthik Subramani (Volunteer Coordination
Committee), Ramana Adusumilli (Religious Committee), Ramani Iyer (Cultural Committee), Sailaja Mallireddy
(Religious Inventory and Procurement Committee), Sudha Surapaneni (Fund Raising Committee), Sudhakar
Gouravaram (Maintenance Committee), Sudhakar Mallampati (Food Committee), Suresh Reddy Kolan (Hundi
Committee (Joint treasurer)), Umashankar Meda (EC Secretary), Usha Upadhyayula (Young Adults Committee),
Vandana Bhanoori (Youth and Education Committee), Venkat Meka (Finance Committee (Treasurer)), Venu
Surakanti (General Inventory & Procurement), Vishu Visweswaran (Facilities Committee),
Yugandhar Meka (Information Systems Committee)

2019-2020
Board of Directors

Chandra Reddy Devireddy (Chairman, Finance (Treasurer), Fund Raising), Anand Gundu (Facilities, Human
Services, Maintenance, Public Relations), Jyothi Sarma (President, Administration), Karunkar Golkuta (Cultural,
Human Resources), Madhwa Chintarevula (Religious, Volunteer Coordination), Ramana Adusumilli (Hundi(Joint
Treasurer), Religious Inventory & Procurement, Corporate SecretaryVamsi Pulapa (Vice Chairman, Construction,
Food), Venkat Meka (Information Systems, Publicity), Vijay Sampath (Youth and Education)

Executive Committee

Jyothi Sarma (President), H K Narayan (Vice President, Administration), Venu Surakanti (Treasurer),
Jaya Viswesharan (Facilities), Katyayani Satya (Human Resources), Koushik Punyamurthula (Religious), Krishna
Vutukuru (Food), Murali Swaminathan (General Inventory & Procurement, Hundi & Joint Treasurer), Prasuna
Dornadula (Information Systems), Raji Ramakrishnan (Volunteer Coordination), Ramani Aiyer (Maintenance, Public
Relations), Ravishankar Jonnalagadda (Secretary, Publicity), Sailaja Malireddy (Religious Inventory & Procurement),
Umashankar Meda (Human Services), Usha Upadhyayula (Young Adults & Fund Raising),
Vandana Bhanoori (Youth & Education)

2020-2021
Board of Directors

Ramana Kumar Adusumilli (Chairman, Fundraising, Cultural & Construction), Karunakar Gulukota (President),
Venugopal Reddy Surakanti (Corporate Secretary, GIP, Hundi), Jyothi Sarma (Treasury, IP & HR), Madhwa
Chintarevula (VC & Admin, Raghavamma Gullapalli (Facilities, Maintenance & Volunteers), Venkata Ramana Meka
(Food, HS & PR), Vijay Sampath (Religious,YA, & Y&E), Yugendhar Meka (IT, Publicity)
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Executive Committee

Karunakar Gulukota (President, FR, Const & Maint), Krishna Vutukuru (Food), Umashankar Meda (Human
Services), Murali Swaminathan (Treasurer), Kaushik Punyamurthula (Religious), Sailaja Malireddy (Religious
Inventory & Procurement), Prasuna Dornadula (Information Systems), Srinivas Surapaneni (Administration),
Suresh Reddy Kolan (Hundi & Joint Treasurer), Venkatadri Bobba (Public Relations), Bhaskar Rao Chadalavada
(Facilities), Balu Bommakanti (Publicity), Mohan Rao Ravulapati (General Inventory & Procurement), Upender Tiwari
(Volunteer), Savitha Setlur(Cultural), Senthil Annamalai (EC Secretary), Sudhakar Mallampati (Human Resources),
Goutham Vedanthi (Young Adults), Manohar Mahavadi (Youth & Education)

2021-2022
Board of Directors

Jyothi Sarma (Chairman, Finance, Fundraising), Kaushik Punyamurthula (Construction, Maintenance, Volunteering),
Murali Swaminathan (Corporate Secretary, H.R, GIP), Raghavamma Gullapalli (Food, Cultural), Ramana Kumar
Adusumilli (IT, Y&E, Young Adults), Sailaja Malireddy (Vice Chairman, Administration, H.S), Venkata Ramana Meka
(Religious I.P, Facilities, Public Relations), Venugopal Reddy Surakanti (President),
Yugendhar Meka (Religious, Publicity)

Executive Committee

Balu Bommakanti (Publicity), Bhaskar Chadalavada (Facilities), Bhaskar Swaminathan (Young adults), Chandra
Tatikonda (Human Resources), Girija Meda (Hundi, Joint Treasurer), Jyothi Gundu (Cultural), Lalitha Krishnan
(Religious Inventory & Procurement), Madhusudan Bangalore (EC Secretary), Mahesh Illuri (Religious), Manohar
Mahavadi ( Youth & Education), Mohan Rao Ravulapati (General Inventory & Procurement), Prasuna Dornadula
(Information Systems), Ram Maganti (Food), Sowmya Krishnan (Fundraising),
Srinivas Surapaneni (Maintenance), Srinivasa Malladi (Treasurer), Upender Reddy (Construction), Upendra Tiwary
(Volunteer Coordination), Usha Ramaswamy (Human Services), Venkatadri Bobba (Public Relations), Venugopal
Reddy Surakanti (President, Administration & HR)

2022-2023
Board of Directors

Venu Surakanti (Chairman), Kaushik Punyamurthula (Y & E, Young Adults), Prabhakar Bhanoori (Administration,
Publicity, Public Relations), Raghavamma Gullapalli (Maintenance, Food, Volunteer Coordination), Ramarao
Yendluri (Religious, GIP), Sailaja Malireddy (Religious Inventory, Corporate Secretary), Swaminathan Murali
(President, Young Adult), Usha Ramaswamy (Human Services, Human Resources, Cultural),
Yugendhar Meka (IT, Facilities, Vice Chairman)

Executive Committee

Swaminathan Murali (President, Young Adult), Bhaskar Swaminathan (IT), Chitra Mani (Cultural), Girija Meda (Joint
Treasurer, General Inventory and Procurement), Jyothi Gundu (Religious IP), Karthik Subramani (Food), Lalitha
Krishan (Volunteer Coordination), Madhusudan Bangalore (Maintenance), Mahesh Illuri (Religious), Manohar
Mahavadi (Y&E), Padma Chari (Public Relations), Poorna Chandra Sekhar Tatikonda (Human Resources), Ram
Maganti (EC Secretary), Ramani Iyer (Facilities), Shyamala Venkateswaran (Human Services), Sowmya Krishnan
(FundRaising, Administration), Srinivasa Malladi (Treasurer),
Upendar Reddy (Construction), Vinay Kallesh (Publicity)
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7

Blessings and Wishes (Srimukham)
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10610 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95126

MESSAGE
Greetings to one and all on the occasion of the ‘Maha Kumbhabhishekam’ at the Shiva-Vishnu
temple in Livermore. May Bhagawan be pleased with us and continue to shower HIS grace and
blessings through this auspicious occasion.
Goswami TulasidasJi writes in RamacharitmanasHari byāpaka sarbatra samānā. prēma tēṃ pragaṭa hōhiṃ maiṃ jānā.
“Bhagawan pervades each and every pore of this creation. But the only way to feel HIS presence,
is by devotedly invoking HIM in one form”.
Even though the fire element is present in every pore of the wood, we benefit from its warmth
only when it manifests in the form of fire. In the same way, although the Lord is all pervading,
we benefit from the warmth of HIS grace only when we worship HIS manifest form with
devotion.
Our temples have served as a sacred altar where the Lord is collectively invoked and worshiped
with devotion, by thousands of devotees. Coming to this serene place and being in Bhagawan’s
presence brings an inexplicable calmness, assurance and strength to the devotee. Temples have
also been a place where the Vedic and cultural traditions have been kept alive.
Our Shiva-Vishnu temple in Livermore has been one such anchor for our community for several
decades. The Maha kumbhabhishekam in 2022 is an outpour of devotion to Bhagawan and a
recommitment towards serving HIS vision in the years to come.
I Invoke Bhagawan’s grace for the success of this grand program.

Brahmachari Soham Chaitanya
San Jose, CA
February 16, 2022
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February 3, 2022

Many blessings from the Kauai Aadheenam Pitham of the Kailasa Parampara
to devotees of the Shiva-Vishnu Temple in Livermore, California, on the
occasion of your third Maha Kumbhabhishekam to be held July 6th - 10th,
2022.
The planned scale of the event is certainly a grand one with over 100 devotees
on several sub-committees working together to prepare for the various
ceremonies.
Our hope is that many devotees in Northern California will be able to participate
in this once in a lifetime opportunity to experience Balalayam, Deeksha,
Yagashala, Homas, Maha Samprokshana and Ashtabandhana Jeernodharana
over the five-day period.
Blessings from this and inner worlds,

Satguru Bodhinatha Veylanswami
163rd Jagadacharya of the Nandinatha Sampradaya’s Kailasa Parampara, President of Saiva
Siddhanta Church, Himalayan Academy, Hinduism Today Magazine & Hindu Heritage Endowment
Kauai Aadheenam • 107 Kaholalele Road, Kapaa, Hawaii USA 96746-9304
Phone: 1-808-822-3012, ext. 245 • E-mail: bodhi@hindu.org
www.Gurudeva.org
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MKA 2022 Pre Events
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8

MKA Pre Events
Event Date and Time

Event Description 	

April 03, 2021

Ganesha Homam

Religious

July 23, 2021

Sarva Devata Bhajan

Y&E/HS*

August 01, 2021

Karthikeya Eka Dina Laksharchana

Religious

October 24, 2021

Vimana Gopuram Balalayam

Religious

November 13, 2021

Gaana-Maalika by Sikkil C. Gurucharan

Cultural

November 20, 2021

Navagraha & Pancha Mahabhuta Program

Y&E/HS

December 12
to December 13, 2021

Balalayam for Dhwajasthambam,
Rajagopuram and Shrine Vimanams

Religious

December 17
to December 19 2021

Geeta Yajna

Religious

January 15, 2022

Rhythm 2022 live orchestra music

Cultural

January 30, 2022

Virtual Alternate Health Seminar

Y&E/HS

February 05, 2022

NavaVidha Bhakti Dance Drama

Cultural

February 14 to June 15, 2022

Alameda County Canned Food Drive

Y&E/HS

February 18, 2022

Sarva Devata Bhajan

Y&E/HS

March 04 to March 06, 2022

Sannidhi Balalayam

Religious

March 27, 2022

Thillana and Temples of India

Y&E/HS

April 02, 2022

Natya Mala Dance Drama

Cultural

April 23, 2022

Padmashri Aruna Sairam and team

Cultural

April 24, 2022

Narayana Te Namo Namo

Cultural

May 14, 2022

Vimana Kalasa Aradhana (Donors)

Religious

May 15, 2022

Sarva Devata Bhajan

Y&E/HS

May 21, 2022

Vimana Kalasa Aradhana (Volunteers)

Religious

May 22, 2022

Whispers Along The Kaveri

*Y&E/HS: Youth & Education/ Human Services
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MKA 2022 Religious and Cultural Program Schedule

55

56

57

58

59

60

7
8

MKA 2022 APEX Committee Journey

61

Delivering Maha Kumbhabhishekam 2022
– Our Journey
(Kesavan Srikumar, Krishna Chander, Raj Kowligi, Sainath Kala, and Sreeni Malireddy)
Our Foundation Days
We, the five of us, charted as MKA 2022 APEX Committee were formed as a Strategic Standing Committee
(SSC) for HCCC to plan, lead, and deliver the MKA 2022 event. While we knew that it was a big undertaking,
we, at the time in February 2020, now come to think about it, did not realize the scale of what we had signed
up for at the time. We felt that we had time on our side, only to soon realize that we were crippled with Covid
and the uncertainty. We used the dormant time to seek feedback from the past organizing committees of 1986,
1998 and 2010. We learned significant insights on MKA date setting, Yaaga Brahma/outside priests’ structure,
Sthapati selection/role, what worked and what did not, actual event complexities and controversies, finance
and other considerations.
September 2020 – we are now seven months into our existence. Our first assignment was to set the MKA
dates. We learned quickly that finding a perfect date/time, among all priests, was extremely difficult with
differing agamas, opinions, and preferences. There was no previously agreed upon “standard,” by which we
can follow guidance and anchor the dates. We had considered June 12th, June 19th, and July 10th as our top
three choices. We compared these dates standards that we developed – based on religious and astrological
attributes (Ayana, Tithi, Lagna, Masam, Nakshatra, Planet Positions, Paksha, Yoga, and Dosham). We still could
not settle on a preferred date. That is when, we independently consulted Pdt. Rompicherla Srinivasacharyulu
and another astrologer Dr. K Balasubramaniam. They guided us toward July 10th with proper rationale, which
we also documented in our MKA date setting article. Driving a decision in the Temple environment needs
pragmatic approach, bold leadership, and a good rationale.
Sthapati Selection and Formalizing MKA Plan
The APEX Committee helped formalize the selection of Sri Vaidyanatha Sthapati Associates (SVSA) as HCCC’s
Sthapati for MKA 2022 and beyond. Our Sthapati Vaidyanatha Selvanathan represents the 38th generation in
an unbroken line of very honorable Sthapati lineage, including the Kunjaramallan Rajaraja Perunthachchan,
the 11th century master builder of Brihadiswara Temple in Thanjavur. We quickly bonded with our Sthapati
Selvanathan and Ponni Selvanathan, who in her own right is a highly acclaimed scholar of Shilpa Sastra and
Agamas. Collaborating with them has been easy and productive.
November 2020 – we are into ten-months of our existence and honestly, we have not much to speak for. We
had no projects to execute on, far from religious planning, and we did not have any budget to work from –
we are still in the middle of Covid. Panic may be a strong word, but we were surely nervous. We decided to
force ourselves into capital projects review for MKA 2022 – this was the first major milestone decision that
led us forward. The next two months into February 2021 were the most active since our formation. The APEX
Committee spent inordinate amount of time walking through the Temple, gathering input from our Priests,
and examining every nook and corner to identify improvement needs to our Temple infrastructure, including
requirements to be fulfilled on the religious and beautification sides.
We were now beginning to see the scope and scale of MKA projects. The list was exhaustive, and it showed
how we have ignored to maintain our beloved Temple – it has been 36 years of deferred maintenance. We
have come to the stage of protecting the Temple infrastructure – if we do not do something about this in
2022, we would be deferring further for another 12 years, and one can only imagine the degradation effects
of this beautiful Livermore Temple. It was our conviction that we were never going to allow this to happen
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through our MKA leadership. We assembled an MKA 2022 Budget in the range of $1.7M, quite shocking to
ourselves. The budget included a major overhaul of our brick structure, windows, doors, plumbing, electricals,
religious improvements, cultural, human services, etc. We circulated our view and rationale with senior HCCC
stakeholders to see if we were on the right track. We were impressed by their overwhelming support, which
gave us the courage and conviction to take it to the HCCC Board and the February 2021 SC Meeting – we
ended up getting an approval of $1.35 million, the highest ever budget approved in the history of HCCC for a
single event.
April 18, 2021 – we received word of a wonderful gift from Shyamala & Kal Venkateswaran. They came forward
to the APEX Committee and offered to gift gold-plated Dwajasthambam Kavachams and a new gold-plated
Visiri Palagai. Their gift, on behalf of their family, represented their love, affection, and forty years of service to
the Livermore Temple. The APEX embraced the project and navigated necessary approvals from the HCCC
BoD and Steering Committee.
The MKA Delivery Team
Though the APEX was formed in
February 2020, we did not assemble
any sub committees until necessary.
Now that we had an approved plan
to execute, we started to frame
the makeup of the MKA delivery
team. We aligned the delivery team
structure with the MKA budgeted
projects and commitments. Our
budgeted scope required us to form
eighteen sub committees, more than
what we wanted initially, however, this structure allowed us to clearly segment functional areas and respective
responsibilities. We picked our MKA Chairs in a fair manner, with a blend of senior and new generation. We
gave total independence to our MKA Chairs to pick five members of their choice to support them in the
execution of their functional area responsibilities. By the time, we assembled the delivery team, we are now
into April of 2021.
At this point, we had an actionable plan and a delivery team, ready to launch – and what happens? India
experienced the worst Covid impacts of its time, and once again, we were halted from moving forward. We
desperately needed our Sthapati to be here in the US to review our projects and we could not do it – as
vaccination requirements and travel ban situations have emerged. We struggled to make progress.
At this time, to prevent any loss of interest and commitment within the MKA team, we engaged the MKA Chairs
through a series of regular update meetings from June 2022. This helped, as each MKA Chair began to initiate
planning of their work streams – slowly, the MKA engine started cranking and we began to notice progress –
Dignitaries were being communicated to; MKA brochures and publicity started kicking in; Y&E/Human services
started to sprint with MKA youth programs; Cultural started delivering; Compliance and Security started early
planning; and Religious started to make progress on the religious requirements, team structure (Sarva Sadaka
vs. Yaaga Brahma), external priest requirements, etc.; and Inventory/Procurement started to formalize donor
souvenirs.
The Brick Restoration Project – Finding Ruchira and Deborah
One of our riskiest projects that we embarked on was to restore the Temple external wall brick condition – we
say “risky” because we had no idea on how to go about doing this project, but we had the conviction to make
our structure look better. Over 30+ years, with minimal maintenance and disruptive coatings/blastings, our
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Temple brick condition degraded severely in appearance (efflorescence, mold, sealant cracking, etc.) and was
at the edge of irreparable damage. During June and July of 2021, we spent over 35+ site visits with at least
10-plus contractors and conducted several rounds of on-site testing – it was like a science experiment, not
knowing what the outcome might be. The testing results were mixed, and the restoration estimates were cost
prohibitive, over in the range of 250k. We were tense how to take this forward as there was no guarantee of
noticeable improvement upon us spending a large amount of money. We wondered if we oversold this project
– but heart-in-heart, we believed in this project.
Lord Shiva and Balaji has a way out for us always – completely, unbenounced, one day, when Vamsi Pulapa
and Sreeni Malireddy were overseeing a vendor testing, Ruchira Nageswaran, stood about 10-feet away and
was watching them. They just thought of her as a pass by devotee and ignored her. Five minutes later, she
was still watching us. Perplexed, they approached her to ask if she needed any help? And their dismay, she
introduced herself as a “brick restoration” architect – is that a coincidence? Could not be.
She had not been to the Temple for over 25+ years (visited as a child with her father) and just came that day
as she came to celebrate her Dad’s birthday. We believe it was meant to be that way. Ruchira was our anchor
from that point forward, guiding us to find Sullivan Thompson Restoration (who we had not known) and
connecting us to Deborah Sullivan – the owner. Deborah completed the brick restoration project for us within
a manageable budget and gave us the best possible brick restoration outcome. Finding Ruchira and Deborah
was a miracle.
Our Hallmark Decision – MKA Turning Point
Though we have begun to slowly make progress, however, the lack of having Sthapati on site to review and
guide us prevented us from starting real renovation work – as promised to be delivered by July 2022. We
are now into October 2021, less than eight months away. We desperately needed to bring Sthapati to the
Livermore. At the time, US has a travel ban from India. We looked at every possibility and found a way to bring
Sthapati and Ponni Selvanathan to Mexico, first allow them to quarantine for 14 days, and then route them to
US from Mexico. This was our only option – they graciously obliged. They landed in US on October 25th. It
was the most “relief” moment and the best decision of our APEX Committee – this was the “turning point” of
MKA 2022.
We had the Sthapati with us through November 4th, 2021 – the ten days of guidance and collaboration with
Sthapati for 10 to 11 hours a day on-site was one of the most productive times for APEX. We navigated
through critical decisions on how to go about Shiva Shrine improvements; Ram Parivar replacement; securing
new Deities for Chandikeswara and Balaji Kohsta Vigrahas; gold-plating projects for Dwajasthambam, Sthupi
Kalasams, Prabhavalis, etc.), sculpting projects (e.g., Dwajasthambam and Balipeetam bases), and many
other projects and details.
Action Time – India Projects & Shipping Challenges
The following months of November, December, and January were hectic both administratively and technically.
On the admin side, it was an incredible volume of paperwork for the APEX to process bids and resolutions to
authorize projects in India – this required APEX to meet 2-3 times a week, with long nights of deliberations,
and hundreds of hours of time commitment. Likewise, on the technical side, we collaborated with Sthapati in
India for technical designs and reviews. We approved over 40+ resolutions during this period. During this time,
new needs emerged, project changes became dynamic, market pricing has fluctuated a lot since the time of
original budgeting. As a result, we revisited our $1.35M budget and sought an increase to $1.9M budget – the
increase was primarily to accommodate new projects with increased scope. The HCCC BoD and Steering
Committee was extremely supportive of our request.
In the months from January through April 2022, we executed thirty-plus projects from India that included stone
sculpting, stone carving, copper and silver manufacturing, and gold plating work. Most of our India-based
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work was led and delivered by our Sthapati under a turn-key model. This allowed us to focus our attention on
where it was needed to intervene.
Everything on the shipping side was unpredictable. We had to revert to air shipping where feasible and stay
with sea shipping where necessary. Shipping timelines doubled and costs tripled. Every day our fingers were
crossed, not knowing whether we will make a deadline or not. Some we made, some we missed – but we kept
pushing and chipping away. Slowly, we could see light at the end of the tunnel. The Sthapati and his team has
done an incredible amount of production work in India within a short window of 3-4 months. We are now in
receipt of all India based products, ready for the MKA event. During these months, our MKA Chairs, committee
members, and senior members have contributed significantly by participating in design reviews, decisions,
quality control, shipping plans, invoice reviews, payments, etc. The collaboration between our HCCC and
Sthapati teams led to the successful production of India work.
Transition to Balalayam and Local Projects
While the October 2021 to March 2022 months have been focused on India projects with Sthapati, in parallel,
we had to prepare for a makeshift Temple (Balalayam) in the Akella Hall, so that we could take procession of
the main Temple hall for necessary renovation and construction. It was a hard decision for us to recommend to
the Board to let us close the main Temple for 4-months, especially at a time when the Bay Area devotees were
just returning to the Temple, following recovery from Covid. Further, we locked up Akella hall from revenue
generation, and on several occasions, we accessed Lakireddy Hall for MKA Cultural and Y&E Preliminaries.
The BoD stood by us through these needs – we thank the BoD.
With cleared access to the Temple hall, the MKA construction team went into an overdrive. Within the first
two weeks, we secured the Temple Sanctums and Deities. Working with all the local contractors we had lined
up, we are able to replace every shrine’s wall tiles both in Garba Gruhas and applicable Artha Mandapams,
replace with new plumbing and electricals, paint inside and outside of the Temple, replace all windows,
restore Temple’s main front and rear doors, install Sthupi Kalasams and Prabhavalis, ready up all religious
improvements around Deities, Dwajasthambams, and Balipeetams.
Our three Silpis, from India, arrived in April and May of 2022 (originally, we had planned for them to be with us
in Fall 2021). We made the most of their availability and skills during the last three months – they fixed Raja
Gopuram, Vimana Gopurams, and built new shrines (for Chandikeswara, Dwara Murugan and Ganesha, etc.).
The Silpis are highly competent with complimentary skills. They will be an asset to the Temple beyond MKA for
various campus wide beautification projects.
Event Readiness & Acknowledgments
While drafting this article in advance of the event dates, we are confident that we will have one of the most
memorable MKA religious ceremony of our times. While we focused our attention to a new face-lifted Temple,
we acknowledge that the most momentous experience for the devotees will be from the Yaagasala and the
Maha Kumbhabhishekam time on July 10th, 2022. We believe we are ready and look forward to devotees’
participation and experience of upgraded Temple.
We the APEX Committee is blessed to have had the opportunity to plan, lead and deliver the MKA 2022.
Amid Covid and market escalations (labor, materials, shipping, etc.), we were faced with uncertainty and
unpredictability. Every time, we ran into a challenge, a resolution path has somehow become available for us to
progress. Our committee would not have been able to deliver our charter without the unconditional support of
specific individuals and groups who have vested enormous amount of personal time into MKA 2022 planning,
volunteering and executing. Our humble and sincere thanks to – all MKA chairs, volunteers, HCCC steering
committee, HCCC BoD and EC (2019/20 – 2022/23), HCCC treasurer, managers, front desk staff, Silpis, and
senior members.
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Significance of Maha Kumbhabhishekam
8

What is Maha Kumbhabhishekam?
Sthapati R. Selvanathan,
CES, Sri Vaidyanatha Sthapati Associates, Chennai
Sri Shiva-Vishnu Temple is undertaking the activities of Jeernoddharana Kumbhabishekam scheduled for July
2022. This is a ceremony of re-energizing the temple and its deities’ sanctity once in 12 years. On this special
occasion, let us travel into the landscape of Vasthu Shilpa tradition to glance at the fundamentals before
understanding why and how a Jeernoddharana is performed.
We all look at the Hindu Temples as a congregational structure or a prayer hall. However, a Temple is a
meaningful structure that gives spiritual experience in visual form. We all believe that a Temple is the home
of God, but the Vasthu Shilpa tradition indicates that a Temple structure enclosing a part of empty space is
treated as a living organism. This is like a human body enclosing an energetic space inside the body known
as the soul. In other words, the temple structure is the form of God, and the soul is the Divine energy residing
inside the structure. Consequently, during Maha Kumbhabhishekam, the holy water from the Yagasala first
anoints the temple Vimana and then the Lord Moola Bimbha housed inside the Sanctum.
Our ancient scriptures like Vedas, Agamas, Upanishads and Vasthu Shilpa shastras confirm the above
statement in different canto as stated below.
“Deho devalayah prokto jeevo devah sanatanaha” meaning the Temple structure is considered the human
body, and the space enclosed inside is the Divine spirit.
“Prasadam purusham mathva poojayet mantravittamaha” meaning the priest well versed in mantras, looks
upon the temple building as a Purusha or God and worships him with due respect.
Based on the above reason, the components of the temple structure are expressed in physical terms as shown
in the accompanied drawings;

God in standing posture
67

God in reclining posture
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Let us find out what Jeernoddharam is and why we perform this.
Jeernoddharam is a Sanskrit word - JEERNO + UDDHARAM
Jeerno - Absorption of Divine sanctity (Digestion)
Uddharam – Re-energizing or recharging the absorbed divinity – sannidhyam
So, it means the Temple form and the statues within the temple need to be repaired, renovated, restored, and
rejuvenated apart from the regular wear and tear. For easy understanding, it is like people taking a periodical
Master Health Check-up to revitalize or recuperate them.
Jeernoddharam is elaborately explained in shastras like Mayamatha, Manasaara, Kasyapa Shilpa, Kamikam,
Karanam, Kumaratantram etc. These shastras enlist four types of Jeernoddhara, namely Aavardhanam,
Anavardhanam, Punaravardhanam, and Andharitham.
Aavardhanam means renovating and restoring an abandoned temple, be it an old or very ancient temple
structure. Thereafter, rejuvenate the Temple with agamic rituals and perform Aavardhana Maha Kumbhabisekam.
Anavardhanam means constructing a new temple based on agama Shilpa shastram and performing
Anavardhana or Nuthana Maha Kumbhabhishekam.
Punaravardhanam means repairing and renovating an existing temple under daily pujas. This is normally
followed once in every 12th year. This is called Punaravardhana Maha Kumbhabhishekam.
The fourth one, Andharitham, means rectifying and rejuvenating or reenergizing the disturbed spiritual
ambiance of the Temple sanctity caused by natural and unnatural happenings. Natural disturbances like floods
inside the sanctum sanctorum due to unprecedented rain, damage due to lightning and thunder on the parts
of the temple structure, etc. The unnatural disturbances are like the entry of burglars, military attacks inside
the temple, unexpected death incidents, and sometimes the entry of animals like dogs, cats, pigs, etc. These
will be rectified and the spiritual ambiance rejuvenated by reciting agamic mantras for a certain number of
aavardhis, performing Shanthi homas, etc.
In the context of Livermore Shiva-Vishnu Temple, a Punaravardhana (Jeernoddhara) Maha
Kumbhabhishabhishekamekam will have to be performed. Methodology of Punaravardhanam of the Temple
structure and the deities will be carried out after a Balalayam, a provisional sacred space is located.
This is performed after the Kalakarshana ritual, transferring the Divine energies from the sacred built form
and its deities to a temporary form. This sacred process is based on the Shaivite and Vaishnavite agamic
rituals. In other words, priests transfer the spiritual energy of the deities to a Kumbha Kalasha, containing holy
water or into a wooden plate. These temporary holy forms will be housed in a provisional built space called
Balalayam–a mini temple for daily worship. This is a condition similar to patients who are given anesthesia
before undertaking surgery. So, without (anesthesia) Kalakarshana, the Punaravardhanam task cannot be
undertaken.
Once all repairs, renovations, and additions/expansions (if any) are completed, the spiritual energy safeguarded
inside the Balalayam will be reinstated to its original form from the Yagasala.
Based on the above shastraical norm, Sthapatis carry out repairs and renovations of the Temples only after
transferring the divinities to the Balalayam. There are certain exceptions during Jeernoddharam, like a Balalayam
can be performed stage-wise based on the volume of work without disturbing the daily pujas. Thus, except for
the Garbhagruham and Vimanam (which are inseparable parts of the Temple structure), repairs and renovation
for other structures, including the Dwajasthambam, may be carried out after performing a separate Balalayam.
69

A Tribute to our Grand Father
Hari Deevi and the other Grandchildren
Growing up with our grandfather (Thathayya), Pandit Srinivasacharyulu
Rompicherla, was a blessing that we would forever be endowed with, a
blessing that we count every day as we reminisce upon his life. Through this
essay, we honor our grandfather as the incredible individual who brought
happiness, intellectuality, and spirituality to so many lives.
Thathayya grew up in Duggirala, where he started his education studying the
Vedas, History, Telugu, and Sanskrit. He was always interested in education,
reading books on various subjects to strengthen his understanding of
the world and in turn, pass on the knowledge to others. His educational
prowess led him to become a Telugu professor at SRR & CVR Govt. Degree
College is one of many colleges where he served as a lecturer. He would go
to college every day and our grandmother (Ammamma) would support him in everything he did. One of these
things was being a writer. Thathayya would further his learning by writing books, studying the Vedas, reading
about various topics, and sharing his findings with everyone.
Thathayya was asked to come to the United States in 1986 for a newly constructed Hindu temple in Livermore,
California. The temple needed priests for its inaugural Kumbhabhishekam, and being an honorable Vedic
priest in India, Thathayya happily agreed, thinking that he would be in the US for a couple of weeks and return
to India. Thathayya contributed to the Kumbhabhishekam by hiring priests from Tirupathi who traveled to the
United States with him and leading the new board of directors to pull off a successful and religiously accurate
Kumbhabhishekam. After the Kumbhabishekam, he was asked to stay as a permanent priest at the temple
which meant leaving behind his country, lecturer post, and family. After much deliberation, he finally agreed
and began his work at the temple, leading every step of its growth with dharma.
He worked incredibly hard at the temple, brought his family to the United States, and ensured that each child
was taken care of and appropriately educated. Thathayya always stayed true to his values, interests, and goals.
He pursued all of his goals, finished his Ph.D., wrote a dissertation, and published multiple books. He served
our Venkateswara Swamy at the temple with utmost respect and dignity. Many events began in the temple
under Thathayya’s watch; he implemented the Pushpa Yagam in our temple, a tradition that carried him until
the very end. His contributions to the temple include directing poojas, and alankaram, correctly honoring Lord
Venkateswara Swamy, and leading his fellow priests in the proper methods of prayer. Thathayya’s teachings
and cultural values led to constructing an incredible Hindu community in the United States.
As his grandchildren, we are blessed with the most honorable role model. Thathayya taught us everything
that we know today about Maha Kumbhabhishekam. He explained the importance of the event and why
it only occurred every 12 years and encouraged us to acknowledge the holiness of those days. Thathayya
always emphasized honoring our Hindu culture and staying true to our roots, even while living in America. He
explained the significance of every Hindu festival, the customs that go along with it, and our role in celebrating
it. Charity was a large part of Thathayya’s teachings, and he taught us to always give to others. He believed
that it is important to help those around us and, in turn, the universe will help us.
He is the reason that we are here in America today, writing in English about our grandfather, attending the
colleges that we are studying at, and celebrating the degrees that we have received. As you read this and
experience Maha Kumbhabhishekam 2022, our Thathayya is there with you, watching the events and chanting
along with the priests.
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The Rise of Hindu Temples in the United States
Natesan Seshagiri
Young professionals from India-many of them Hindus-emigrated to the West in the 1970s to work in technology
and other professional fields. The families missed places of traditional worship. They wished for authentic
temples in the new world and sought a Sthapati (temple designer-sculptor-builder) and Silpis (sculptors) to
build authentic temples. The early temples engaged Padma Bhushan Ganapati Sthapati and Padma Shri
Muthiah Sthapati, the most honored Sthapatis from India.
The Sthapati traveled to the sites to meet Hindu communities and discuss their aspirations, inspect land for
requirements of shastras (e.g., facing east), and sketch designs-ink on plywood to full scale, kneeling on the
floor-chanting ancient hymns that prescribed all proportions. The meetings differed from conventional building
briefs, as community aspirations rose from the emotional needs of families from several regions of India and
other countries. More than budgetary constraints, religious requirements for authentic temples and deities
took priority.
Whatever Sthapati recommended-based on shastras (religious codes)—became the building ‘brief’
(requirements). With little money to start with the small Hindu communities then worked very hard to raise the
needed funds-some even mortgaging their homes to make temple dreams come true!
Local construction codes had to be complied with, for which Sthapati interfaced with local architects and
engineers. His artistic drawings were then reviewed in public hearings with local neighbors to gain acceptance
of foreign-style temples in their midst. Once they saw Sthapati’s concept designs, not only did they admire
them, but governments sometimes made the ornate designs compulsory in blueprints!
Sthapati then brought Silpis from India and trained them for sculptural plastering in the new environment. First,
he built a small-scale wooden model of the temple for communities and donors to view and approve. Local
contractors installed foundations and core structures per code for the gopurams (temple entrance towers)
and Vimanas (domes) over Sancta. Experienced in their traditional art, Silpis had to adapt to local materials
and methods, such as molds for plaster details and seismic anchoring of sculptures, and measures to prevent
cracking in freeze-thaw cycles of harsh winters.
Vigrahas (deities) for worship in Northern and Southern Indian styles-in granite, marble, and five metalswere sculpted in Sthapati’s yards in India, shipped, and installed in the finished temples by Sthapati. When
construction was completed, Sthapati performed a ceremonial dedication of vigrahas in a joint ceremony with
priests-the “handover” of the temple to the community.
Because of their traditional food habits, Silpis cooked their own food in their housing at the sites. Harsh winters
required them to wear heavy clothing even while working. One of them had to quickly learn enough English to
interact with local engineers and contractors to overcome language barriers. Even with such challenges, they
still produced authentically beautiful temples and sculptures, similar to those from ancient India.
A Chief Engineer and a Chief Architect at an international construction company in San Francisco were
both stunned to meet Muthiah Sthapati and see an authentic temple being built with such ornate details at
Livermore-in this day and age, not just in the Middle Ages! The early temples in the U.S. have turned out to be
uniquely beautiful buildings and neighborhood hubs, where communities gather, socialize, practice their oldworld traditions and customs, and bring up children in the ‘cultural oases’ on their adopted land-great models
of religious, cultural, and social sustainability. Local student groups and visitors often tour them to study the
architecture and culture of India!
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The Formative Years of The Hindu Community and
Cultural Center (1977-1986)
The Hindu Community and Cultural Center (HCCC) was incorporated in 1977 and opened its doors with an
interim temple in 1984 and the main temple in 1986 when Kumbhabhishekam was performed in July 1986.
These nine years define the formative period of HCCC. The original Articles of Incorporation were signed on
17th July 1977.
A nine-year odyssey led to the construction of the Shiva-Vishnu Temple in Livermore, CA., whose
Kumbhabhishekam (Consecration) was celebrated in 1986.
HCCC Milestones during the Formative Years
1977

Incorporation of HCCC

1980-83

Land acquired and annexed in Springtown, Livermore, California

1983-86

Interim Temple

1984-86

Foundation Stone for Temple laid by the Honorable Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh
Padma Sri N.T. Ramarao Jun 13,1984 Major Construction Started

1986

Kumbhabhishekam in July 1986.

A visual illustration conveys a stronger message than words. Here are some photographs that are depictive of
the formative years.
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The formative years (1977-1986) can be summarized in five bullet points:

•
•
•
•
•

Shared Sacrifices
Trials and Tribulations
Fears and Failures
Lessons Learnt along the way
Hopes and Dreams

Publications Committee

Editors Note:

This article was complied by the Publications Committee and was sourced from the Temple Website and other
historical data.
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Roof Construction -1992
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Maha Kumbhabhishekam 2010
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MKA 2022 Volunteers
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Role of Temples in Society
Padma Chari

Temples are places of worship for Hindus and are a common sight in India and worldwide. There are over
500,000 estimated temples in India, many of them dating back several centuries. In our Bay Area itself, there
are over 50 temples. And we love visiting all these temples!
Some temples are huge, with many compounds, colorful motifs, intricate carvings, and sculptures adorning
their many Gopurams. Others are small and simple, occupying street corners or a garden patch, but the
common theme is that all temples have one of the many Hindu deities in their inner sanctum-sanctorum.
Most Hindu families have temples within the home - a space to pray anytime with decorated idols, daily
offerings, and space to celebrate festivals and auspicious days. Then why do we go to an outside temple to
pray?
Temples are built for the entire devotee base to visit whenever they wish, for self-realization, and to feel that
connection with the Divine. Temples provide an ability to connect intimately with the Divine and delve into the
spiritual with no other distraction. The temple environment is open at the outer boundaries, yet as we move
towards the center, the structure rises up and inward, symbolizing the need for us to reach up and within for
the highest Dharma, the truth, to go inward to seek a path to feel the awesomeness of oneness with the infinite.
Hindu philosophy teaches total surrender to attain Moksha, or liberation from the cycle of birth and death.
The location, the architecture, and the stories told through carvings, and the placement of various spaces as
we move to the inner sanctum helps us to focus on the deity in front of us as we try to fuse our daily life with the
Divine concepts. When we visit a temple, our sole purpose is to find that space where we slowly leave behind
everyday life and are drawn towards the creator, the infinite, and the spirituality.
There are no specific prescribed modes of prayer in a temple so that each person can experience the movement
from secular to the sacred in their own special way. Everyone visiting the temple is responsible for allowing
this experience for others. Open entrances invite and indicate free access to the sacred for all, converging to
an inward and upward focus to make that connection.
Temples are constructed by professional artisans and silpis based on strict codes and mathematical calculations
to garner the essence of the Divine. The outer layers symbolize everyday life with its ups and downs. As we
move towards the core, the space diffuses to help enter the Divine space of the Purusha, depicted in the
Murti. Temples enable us to enjoy the cumulative benefits of prayer, positive vibes, and spiritual powers of the
learned and the pious over many years. Hearing the constant chanting of God’s names, tributes, virtues, and
qualities urge us to close the link to what we are part of but often forget in our worldly life. Temples help us
remember the purpose of this life and move forward by meditating upon the Divine without distractions.
A temple allows uniquely different individuals in creation to move towards our common goal to experience
the one who has no demands of us, is a universal friend with no opinions or judgments, and only offers
opportunities to experience inner peace and joy. It allows us to be in a space where we can all be part of the
same oneness and live in harmony.
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Bhakti

H.K. Narayan and Natesan Seshagiri

Did you know there are various levels of Bhakti*? Identify your current level from the list below. Lord Krishna
explains the bhakti levels and provides knowledge on how to get from one level to the next:
Bhakti as Love of God
1. manda-bhakti: love God as the means to worldly (laukika) ends: perform rituals to get something (e.g.,
wealth) or get rid of something (e.g., sorrow).
2. madhyama-bhakti: love worldly rituals as the means to reach God as the end.
3. uttama-bhakti: seek to realize God as the same Divine essence latent in everyone; so, at this level, the
means and end are the same.
The Lord says that everyone starts at level 1 for worldly benefits-like a child wanting balloons-but by prayer, s/
he “matures” to higher levels. Each level of bhakti prepares the mind for the next level.
The Lord fulfills devotees’ wishes at the right time and place as per the Law of Karma, but warns that worldly
benefits are temporary, are often mixed with sorrows, and are part of God’s Lower Nature (aparā-prakṛti). This
mixed life is called samsāra. God’s grace, earned through noble thoughts, actions, and prayers, is the boat to
cross the sea of samsāra and attain permanent happiness, God’s Higher Nature (parā-prakṛti).
Bhakti as Our Understanding of God’s “form”
1. ēka-rūpa: personal favorite form of God (iṣṭadevatā): Through a picture of God at home, or a vigraha
in the temple, we seek to worship the limitless, all-pervading One!
2. anēka-rūpa: understand God as all the forms in the universe: Wake up every morning and see a
devotional view (viṣwa rūpa darṡanam)……Lord Krishna says in Gita: “I am in the form of the entire
creation…all forms and names are mine!”. This is why we use God’s names for children; for example,
it can help us think of God every time we call them.
3. arūpa: We understand God as infinite, so beyond all limitations of forms: nirguna. Lord advises staying
with saguna bhakti (praying to God’s manifestation-ēka-rūpa and anēka-rūpa) until fully prepared for
nirguna bhakti.
To prepare ourselves to progress through the different stages, Lord Krishna gives this step-by-step guide from
the bhakti levels to mokṣa (permanent freedom):
1. Karma-yoga:
a.

perform duties**, offering all activities with love to God (neivedya), without expectations of material
benefits, and

b.

accept results as prasāda (blessings), e.g., eat food only after offering to God (“God-centric”
living).

Karma-yoga gives us “mental fitness” to progress spiritually-values to enhance our character with noble
thoughts and actions (Gita, Chapters 13 and 16)-reducing rāga-dveshas (strong likes/dislikes to anything,
anyone, or any situation).
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2. Upāsana-yoga (saguna bhakti): meditate on ēka-rūpa God initially, and then on anēka-rūpa God.
3. Jñāna-yoga (nirguna bhakti): guided by a guru (self-realized Vedic teacher), listen to the teaching
(sravanam), get doubts clarified (mananam), assimilate the knowledge gained (nidhidhyāsanam),
and realize the unity of the self with God—like a wave with the sea—and be blessed with mokṣha
(permanent freedom).

Hanuman warmly embraces and says to Sri Rama:
“when I’m steeped in my body consciousness, I’m your slave.
when I identify…with my mind and intellect, I’m a part of You.
when I’m one with my own nature……I am Yourself.”***
Oṁ Śāntiḥ…Śāntiḥ…Śāntiḥ
(peace…peace…peace!)

*as devotees N. Seshagiri and H.K. Narayan have understood from the teachings of Swami Paramarthananda and Swami
Dayananda

**including pancha mahā yagna (daily service to Divine beings, forefathers, scriptures, deserving people and other living
beings)

***Swami Chinmayananda, Self-Unfoldment, Chinmaya Publications, Mumbai
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Idol Worship
Vijay Sampath

“Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, neither shall ye set up any
image of stone in your land, to bow,”; says the Book of Leviticus, Old Testament, which is the acknowledged
holy book by all three Abrahamic religions – Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Idol worship is considered
worship of a false God. In the second Millennium, Mogul invaders descended upon India wave upon wave
over a six-hundred-year period, destroyed Temple Idols, and killed millions of Hindu believers for worshipping
false gods.
Yet, we shall gather July 6-10, 2022, to perform the re-consecration of idols of our beloved deities at our
Livermore Shiva-Vishnu Temple in a grand Maha Kumbhabhishekam ceremony.
There was no idol-facilitated worship nor references to temples in the Vedic era. Vedic Hinduism rituals were
directed at nature, and abstract deities invoked through hymns/mantras chanted while raising a fire or Havan
during yajna. References to murti worship appear in various texts as early as the 4th Century BCE. The
Upanishads, contemporaneous with the advent of idol worship in India, refer to a formless, all-pervading
Brahman as supreme God and the antaratma or individual consciousness as one with Brahman. Bhagavad
Sankaracharya, in the 8th century CE, after carefully researching the Vedas, Upanishads, Brahmasutras, and
the Bhagavad Gita, formulated the Advaita or non-dualistic theology. He declared that Brahman and Atma are
the same. Man’s journey through Samsara is to pierce the veil of Maya or attachment to Body, Mind & Intellect
(BMI) and realize that they are none other than Brahman.
Even though Bhagavad Ramanujacharya, who appeared three hundred years later, qualified Adi Sankara’s
theology by insisting that the “jivatma” is part of Brahman, but perhaps not the Brahman,” both spiritual
leaders shared a very bold conception that can be traced to the Vedas: namely, God resides within each of
us. They never regarded a stone or statue or a “graven” image as God. However, recognizing that for most of
us, attachment to the physical, mental, and intellectual world is strong, and identification with our own BMI is
complete, and self-awareness as Brahman takes time and effort, perhaps several lifetimes, they consent to
murti worship.
Arjuna asks Lord Krishna in Chapter 12 of the Bhagavad Gita: “Which path is better? Is it better to meditate
on the unmanifest formless Brahman or to pray to a form of God?” Krishna says it doesn’t matter (in short).
Later, Krishna says, “For those who are still attached to their bodies (dehavad), it is extremely difficult (kleshah
adhikatarah) to meditate on the unmanifest”.
Adi Shankara, who advanced the Nirguna (Bereft of qualities), Nirakara (Formless) concept of Brahman and
advocated jnana yoga as the pathway to this self-realization, also acknowledged the utility of karma yoga and
upasana yoga (pray to idols while performing various rituals) to build discipline and pierce the veil of Maya and
gradually erode the attachment to the BMI, so that one day, we may come to realize that we are the formless
Brahman.
Although Krishna lays out before Arjuna all the different paths to self-realization – namely, karma yoga, jnana
yoga and Bhakthi yoga, in the final 18th chapter, 66th verse of the Bhagavad Gita, he urges Arjuna: “Sarva
dharman paritajya, mam ekam charanam vraja, aham tvam sarva-papebyo, moksayisyami ma sucah.”
Bhagavan advocates surrender at his feet– Bhakthi marga – as the simplest path for lay people. The Bhakthi
movement that swept South India in the 8th century CE and North India in the 15th and 17th centuries firmly
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established devotion or Bhakti and idol worship as the easiest path to spirituality. This led to a proliferation
of temple building in India. Hindus worship both symbols such as Lingam-Yoni and anthropomorphic statues
of God. Again, the proliferation of Deities in Hinduism is widely misunderstood as a polytheistic religion. The
supreme God is Sanatana Dharma is one and the same, Brahman, or our own antaratma. The multitude of
presiding and subordinate deities, such as in our Shiva-Vishnu temple, each with its’ own Puranas or legends,
is intended to mirror the enormous diversity of caste, language, culture, and history of the Peoples of India, so
that each of us may establish a direct connection with God in our own vernacular. That was deemed the surest
way to kindle Bhakti or devotion. Worship of an omnipotent Deity, regardless of form, while admitting to our
own frailties, is but a first step to spirituality or self-purification along a lifelong journey towards self-realization.
Even though Abrahamic religions forbid idol worship, they all have a set of religious symbols and images, and
rituals associated with them, which serve similar purposes as our temple idols.
Today, all religions, to varying degrees, are struggling to hold on to their believers as atheism and agnosticism
run rampant through society. Yet, in India, this is not an issue. Hindus steadfastly cling to their kinship with
God and remain firm believers with undiminished religiosity. While it can be debated whether the credit goes
to Idol worship and the Bhakti movement, why mess with what is working!
Hindus recognize that the idol is merely a manifestation of God. The idol transforms into a figure of godliness
only after it successfully undergoes the process of “Prana Pratishthapana.” “Prana” means “universal life
force.” “Pratishthapana,” used in connection with an idol or “murti” means “consecration. Thus, “Prana
Pratishthapana” refers to infusing life force into an idol. That life force is none other than our own consciousness
or atma. This process is accomplished through the performance of a sacred ceremony in accordance with
prescribed religious procedures. The Divine vibrational energy generated during the chanting of specific Vedic
and agamic mantras or hymns is captured in the water contained in a Kalasha or pot.
The Kumbhabhishekam ceremony is a perfect illustration of this. Temple priests temporarily transfer the Divine
force in the temple deities into holy water contained in a kalasha through an agamic procedure. The kalashas
are placed in the Balalayam. The mula vigrahas - back to just a stone idol now - are lifted from the peetam
(base), special glue (ashtha bandhanam) is applied, and the mula vigrahas are restored to the peetam.
When the holy water contained in the Kalashas is poured (abhishekam) over the temple’s seven kumbhas and
mula vigrahas, this Divine energy is believed to infuse into the idols and the temple restoring the deities to full
potency. Thereafter, the abhishekam ritual is performed regularly – daily for Shiva and weekly for Vishnu- to
maintain the potency of the Idol. Once every year, a Pavitrotsavam event is performed to atone for errors of
omission and commission in daily routines and to re-dedicate the deities until the following year. Once every
twelve years, a more thorough renovation and renewal of the temple occurs during Kumbhabhishekam, where
the seven kumbhas or crown of the temple pyramid are bathed in holy water, and the idols within are also
similarly bathed.
During the MKA ceremony (July 6-10, 2022), offerings will be made to the Havan in the Balalayam while
chanting special mantras to infuse Divine force into the holy water containing Kalashas. This Divine force
is none other than your own consciousness, antaratma, or inner Brahman. So come out in full force and
participate in this once-in-a-lifetime MKA ceremony, make a sankalpam to channel your inner Brahman into
the holy water that will be used to consecrate your Ishta devata (deity of your choice). Own your temple!
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Mural Paintings in Ancient Temples
Sangeetha Natarajan

Close your eyes and imagine you are walking into a 700-year-old temple. You are looking at the vibrant
colors each, and every wall of it portrays. The architecture is amazing, and the carvings are beautiful. One is
mesmerized, and most people get a little puzzled when it comes to art and architecture. But if it draws your
attention in some way, if it catches your eye, and makes you look at it again and again, isn’t that a masterpiece?
There are many such colorful temples throughout India that not only catch the eye but are the largest houses of
worship. These temples have been surviving the tides and trials of time, but with their charm, they still attract
many art lovers. It is something surreal to witness the art murals that embellish the walls and ceilings of many
of these temples.
In olden times, mural artwork was done to enhance the aesthetic beauty of the village and the temples.
Mural artwork generally has intricate details and involves themes and stories from Indian mythology, like Lord
Krishna’s life story and his leelas. Some of the paintings are called ‘Panchavarna’ murals which use the five
colors - green, red, yellow, black, and white and their combination. These murals grace the walls of ancient
temples with astonishing artistry. The artists have soaked their hearts in imagination, portraying the stories
richly embellished with flora and fauna, vibrant colors, and delicate strokes.
A shloka from Chithrasutra, an ancient text on painting in Vishnudharmottara Purana, states that “Chitrakala
(the art of painting) is the foremost of all art forms. Thus, a person who does worship through Chitrakala attains
the four goals of life, leading them to moksha (freedom from rebirth).”
Ancient Indian temples have not only been places of worship but have also been venues for expressing
the creativity of the human spirit using a range of media. The Brihadeeswarar temple in Thanjavur, which
dates back to the 11th century, has many exquisite murals. Lepakshi in Andhra Pradesh, which houses the
Virabhadreswara Swami temple, is known for its elegant murals depicting the various manifestations of Lord
Shiva. The Mukha mandapa has a 50 feet long panel that bears paintings narrating the legend of Manu Needhi
Cholan. It also holds paintings depicting Krishna as a child and scenes from the Mahabharata illustrating
Draupadi’s wedding. The Ananta Padmanabhaswamy temple in Thiruvananthapuram houses some exuberant
murals as well.
There are various mural art forms. One particular art form is called ‘Kalamezhuthu’, where large pictorial
representations of deities like Kali and Lord Ayyappa are made on the floor by sprinkling natural colored
powder.
People from different spheres experience or value a painting, each in their own way. One need not be an art
connoisseur to admire aesthetics. When a viewer appreciates an artwork, a Divine connection is established.
The rupa or the form has been defined in the scriptures, but the artist has to use his own heart and mind to
visualize elements like the rasa and bhaava (emotions and sentiments).
I am personally very touched by the beautiful murals in the Guruvayur temple in Kerala. The vibrant tones
depicting various paintings of Lord Krishna fascinate the artist in me. Sometimes, I try to relate to the artists’
thoughts on those temples and the images that could have flashed through their minds to pour out the beauty
onto those walls. I wonder how peaceful they must have been within themselves to produce such beautiful
artwork. They must have had an alternate view of the world, a quiet acceptance of life in harmony with nature.
As an artist, they must have transformed the verbal descriptions of the cosmic world into visual expressions.
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In a way, these paintings serve as a pathway to enlightenment. Moments working on a painting have been a
spiritual experience for me. I consider it an act of meditation through creative energy that coils up in thoughts
and emotions. They give a compassionate view of the world that melts your heart.

Original Painting by Author
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Kedarnath, the Sacred Place of Merger of
Sri Adi Sankara with the Divine
Sharada Chityala
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A tribute to the recent historical event to commemorate the memory of the universal guru.
The recent unveiling of the holy statue of Jagadguru Sri Adi Sankara at Kedarnath is a symbolic act of gratitude
for the Jagadguru’s immense contribution to the entire mankind towards reestablishing sanatana dharma. The
great Guru had left his mortal coil at Kedarnath on completion of the purpose of his avatar.
It is well known that Lord Paramesvara incarnated as Sri Adi Sankara twelve centuries ago in Kalady in Kerala
to the devout couple, Aryamba and Sivaguru. After mastering the Vedas and Sastras and getting initiated into
sannyasa at the young age of eight, Bhagavatpada wrote commentaries on the principal Vedanta works
(Prasthaana-traya), namely the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita and the Brahma Sutras, besides several treatises
and stotras (hymns).
He then travelled around the country extensively and effectively reviving sanatana dharma, and established
four Amnaya Peethams in the four directions of the country, helped the needy with his superhuman powers,
ascended the Sarvajna Peetham in Kashmir and ended his brief yet illustrious life of 32 years at Kedarnath.
Jagadguru Sri Vidyaranya Mahaswamiji, the 12th Acharya of Sri Sringeri Peetham, vividly narrates the above
events in his authentic work Madhaviya Shankara Dig Vijaya.
Prayer of the Celestials
At the beginning of his work, Sri Vidyaranya Mahaswamiji describes how the Gods, devatas and rishis, led by
Vishnu and Brahma, pray to Lord Siva to protect sanatana dharma. The people on the earth had been misled
by different schools of philosophies, and were confused. The Mahaswamiji writes,
“All the paths taught to people have thorns and people experience an unending suffering to traverse them.”
Acceding to the prayers of the Gods, Lord Paramesvara descends upon earth in the form of Sri Adi Sankara
and rejuvenates the dharmic path.
Sri Vidyaranya Mahaswamiji explain the situation on earth at the completion of the mission as:
“The fame of the Jagadguru has spread across the earth, people were awestruck by his Divine accomplishments,
the devotees were benefitted by the means shown by him for attaining worldly prosperity and liberation.
What more benevolence can the emperor among the ascetics, Jagadguru Sri Adi Sankara shows upon
mankind?”
Unlike other avatars, the Lord did not take any weapon to kill the adharmic people in this avatar. Instead of
Sastra (weapon), the Lord took Sastras (treatise on Vedanta Philosophy), taught people the path for ultimate
happiness and convinced the ones who opposed this path through debates.
Sacred Kedar
The following verse explains the greatness of the sacred place Kedar that the Jagadguru reached at the end
of his earthly sojourn.
“The Lord of ascetics, the chief of yogis, Jagadguru Sri AdiSankaracharya reached the sacred Kedara Kshetram
that uplifts the afflicted, bestows immeasurable fortune on those who offer worship and wards off the suffering
arising out of sins that rage like forest fires.”
Madhaviya Shankara Dig Vijaya mentions that the Gods came to Kedar and prayed to Isvara in the form of
Jagadguru Sri Adi Sankaracharya to please them by returning to Kailas because the mission of the avatar was
completed.
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“You are the foremost God, the one who swallowed the halahala poison to protect Gods and the world, the
one who destroyed the Lord of desire, one who extinguished the Tripurasura, the one who is the cause for the
creation and dissolution of the world, one with three eyes (Chandra, Surya and Agni), one who eradicates the
cycle of births and deaths. As the mission for which You descended on earth is complete, 0 Lord! Pray, quickly
come back to Kailasa and please us.”
The First Integrator of Bharat
Jagadguru Sri Bharti Tirtha Mahaswamiji, the present Peethadhipati of Sri Sringeri Sharada Peetham says,
“If famine and utter poverty exist in a region and a man comes and says to the inhabitants, ‘From now on,
I shall provide you all a feast ... ‘ and does so, what would be the gratitude that the inhabitants owe to that
philanthropist? Such is the gratitude that we, the followers of sanatana dharma, owe to Jagadguru Sri Adi
Sankaracharya for His contribution aimed at our welfare.”
The teachings of the Jagadguru Sri Adi Sankara are relevant for every human being and for all time. With
abundant grace he had given upadesha to every individual.
He had clarified that it was untrue that the path to Atma-jnana or moksha
(emancipation) was meant only for a chosen few. The scriptures did not shut the door upon anyone. “On the
contrary, in keeping with one’s competence, they present every one with spiritual practices, by means of which
one can cleanse one’s mind and move ahead.”
The Jagadguru had emphatically declared that the same consciousness shines forth in all, and it was not
logical to harbour hatred or enmity towards another.
Sri Bhagavatpada united all the cults and shone as the first integrator of Bharat. He walked the length and
breadth of this country, debated with those who had propounded 72 different schools of thought, made them
understand the defects in their system, made them comprehend the Vedic advaita philosophy and convinced
them to follow this path for their own benefit.
Even though there were different kingdoms across the country at that time, the Jagadguru saw the oneness
in the underlying culture, character, language and the greatness of the people. With a great forethought he
considered them as people of one nation and worked for their unity.
Every human being irrespective of caste, creed, gender, nationality can find a teaching suitable for all times in
the writings of the Jagadguru. This is why Sri Adi Sankaracharya is rightly revered as the Jagadguru and the
first integrator of Bharat.
The first and foremost Amnaya peetham, Sringeri Sri Sharada Peetham has been adorned by an unbroken
succession of illustrious Gurus right from Jagadguru Sri Adi Sankara’s direct disciple, Jagadguru Sri
Suresvaracharya. Faithfully fallowing the commands of Sri Adi Sankara, the Jagadgurus of the Peetham often
undertake Vijaya Yatras to propagate dharma among the masses.
The present Peethadhipati Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji has undertaken several Vijaya yatras, and uplifted
the lives of many.
The Symbolic Dedication at Kedarnath
It is beftting that the Government of India came forward to build a beautiful 12-foot statue of Jagadguru Sri Adi
Sankaracharya and got it unveiled by the Prime Minister of the country at the very place where the Jagadguru
had completed his avatar.
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Many events took place in Sringeri Sharada Peetham connected to this memorable event at Kedarnath. At
Guru Nivas in Sringeri, Jagadguru Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahasannidhanam and Jagadguru Sri Vidhushekhara
Bharati Sannidhanam offered pushpanjali and mangalarati to the silver vigraha of Sri Adi Sankara.
In a memorable Srimukham sent on the occasion, the Sringeri Jagadgurus quoted a verse aptly summing up
Sri Adi Sankara’s avatar as:
Hail the preceptor Sri Sankara, who was born in Kalady, established the four Peethams (at Puri, Sringeri,
Dwaraka and Badari) and disappeared in Kedarnath
(upon the completion of sacred mission of his avatar).
“All followers of the sanatana dharma ought to ever remember Sri Sankara and express their gratitude to
Him. We are extremely pleased to know that by keeping this in mind, the Prime Minister of Bharat, Hon’ble Sri
Narendra Modiji will be dedicating the holy statue of Sri Shankaracharya in Kedar on Thursday, Kartika Shukla
Pratipat {5.11.2021). On this occasion, we extend our blessings to all the followers of sanatana
dharma.
We pray that the Lord blesses a long life, good health to the Prime Minister
who has taken up such a noble task”.

Editor’s Note:
Sharada Chityala is an editor/writer for this publication published in Sringeri Mutt monthly edition called
Tattvaloka. She has also published an article on our temple in the Nov 2014 Tattvaloka edition.
When we connected with her to extend our MKA 2022 event invitation to Sringeri Mutt, this is what she wrote
in her email “Republishing this Tattvaloka article in your Souvenir giving the source will serve as registering the
momentous occasion in history, for posterity, lest the history gets tampered”.
Since the topic speaks to Sanatana Dharma, our main theme, we decided to republish it in this book.
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Dispelling Myths About the Hindu Culture to the
Next Generation
Manohar Mahavadi

The modern lifestyle and day-to-day demands and challenges are leaving less time for families to spend
towards learning about Sanatana Dharma and the Hindu way of life and teaching the younger generation about
the great Hindu philosophy of life and traditions.
The majority of Hindu parents in the US today are first-generation immigrants who had their upbringing in
India, wherein they were introduced and exposed to Hindu customs, festivals, and teachings during childhood.
The Hindu culture and traditions came naturally to them. The situation for the younger generation in the US
is different as children have limited exposure to these traditions except for what is practiced and followed at
home. Hence, they have to depend on temples and Indian cultural associations to impart knowledge about
Hindu traditions and practices.
Generally, the younger generation follows their parents and participates in poojas and festivals when they are
young but once they reach high school and college-going ages, they do not show interest anymore in family
traditions, customs, faith, and their religious background. Besides losing interest they sometimes develop
dislike and disrespect about their Hindu heritage as they are subjected to constant misinformation about
Hinduism and Sanatana Dharma through incorrectly written school textbooks or by vested interests through
social media and mass media.
One way to address this problem is by educating the children about the scientific basis of Sanatana Dharma and
how it can be applied to face challenges of life, the significance of Hindu festivals, and the great contributions
of early Hindu scientists and philosophers to the development, peace, and prosperity of mankind in general.
As the children get to know the true virtues of Sanatana Dharma and the contributions of Hindu Society to
peace and harmony, they develop respect and appreciation for the greatness of what they have inherited.
Once they are positively convinced, they will be more inclined and motivated to study further on their own and
apply the knowledge thus gained to deal with challenges of day-to-day life and succeed in both their personal
and professional life.
Children must be taught about the logical reasoning and scientific explanations in the Vedas and Upanishads
which formed the foundations of Sanatana Dharma and the Hindu way of thinking. Children must be made
aware of the Vedic explanations of the why and what of universe in general and not only of the solar system
and life on earth. The broad concepts enunciated in Vedic scriptures on both material as well as spiritual
aspects of life should be emphasized to children at the right age so that they can appreciate the treasures of
knowledge we have inherited.
Significant contributions were made by early scientists, mathematicians, philosophers, etc. to the development
and prosperity of mankind many centuries before the western civilizations were even thought of. Unfortunately,
due to many reasons, the early Hindu civilization’s contributions to science, technology, mathematics, medicine,
etc. were unacknowledged or underrecognized. A notable example – Bodhayana’s Sulbha sutras (800 BC) that
provide a list of geometrical theorems including the popularly known Pythagoras Theorem (400 BC) are never
given any publicity and recognition. Temples constructed thousands of years back in India known for their
complex geometric designs and architectures and multi-element alloy technologies used in Hindu idols stand
as testimony to the engineering and analytical skills of early Hindu society.
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One must appreciate the fact that reading the Ramayana and the Mahabharata should be done in the early
part of one’s life to get the best out of those great epics and apply the knowledge in real life. For example, the
approaches adopted, and skills exhibited by Lord Hanuman in Sundarakanda of Ramayana in overcoming
hurdles and challenges faced can be easily adopted for personality development and success. Another great
example, Bhagavad Gita that is included in Mahabharata is a dialogue between Lord Krishna and Arjuna that
took place on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. Lord Krishna on the pretext of helping Arjuna, the great warrior
who was in distress and confronted with confusion and dilemma on the battlefield explains why and when
taking action is important and how to understand and respond to the challenges faced in life. Children should
be taught about the mental turbulence and dilemma experienced by Arjuna on the battlefield at the critical
juncture and how Krishna addressed each of his doubts finally preparing him to take on the powerful army
of Duryodhana to establish Dharma and justice. It is important to note that the mental condition of Arjuna on
the battlefield after seeing the mighty army of Duryodhana is similar to and no different than the nervousness,
confusion (lack of clarity), and fear felt by a normal person when encountering challenges in real life. Lord
Krishna employing the best techniques enlightens and guides Arjuna from a mental state of reluctance and
dejection to a state of action and valor by encouraging him to raise the questions and address each of them
in a logical and progressive way.
A student, a warrior, a worker, a spiritual seeker, or anyone irrespective of age or profession can benefit by
understanding Bhagavad Gita and applying that knowledge to address various challenges faced in day-to-day
life.
It is a very common practice for parents to devote time and encourage their children to learn and practice
sports such as Cricket, Basketball, Football, etc., besides the academic education they receive from schools
and training centers. Along similar lines, every parent should feel responsible to encourage and motivate
children to spend at least an hour a week learning about the treasures we have inherited from our Hindu legacy
and applying that knowledge for holistic development and success in real life.

97

Steps to Teaching Sanatana Dharma
to the Next Generation
Kaushik Rana

“IshA vAsyaM idaM sarvaM yat ki~jcha jagatyAM jagatah |” meaning, the whole of creation is filled with the
presence of God - Isopanisad.
That is truly the core tenet of Sanatana Dharma that the Supreme Divine pervades everything in this universe
and dwells among all living beings and nature including animals, trees, mountains, rivers, seas, sun, moon, etc.
So, everything around us is a manifestation of the Divine energy and hence we would need to learn to respect
them. Our karma, as human beings, is to do good, and serve nature and mankind in this life so as to create a
better destiny for the future. There are five simple steps to imbibe the principles of Sanatana Dharma among
children.
1.

Make Parameshwar a part of your daily life: In Sanatana Dharma, God is a family member
and lives within each of us. So, the first step is to create a small mandir or Puja corner at
home, that is an exclusive abode for God in your home. Clean that place and keep it tidy and
encourage children to come and sit there and have a conversation with God just as they would
do with a family member. This is an important first step to the feeling that Parameshwar is part
of our everyday living and listens to our prayers and we shower him with love, and affection
and take care of Him like a family member. This helps cultivate a relationship with the allpervading Supreme Divine!

2.

Follow morning and evening prayers, aarti, and seva: As parents, one would need to set living
examples for kids to follow. For this, either parent can take turns to do morning and evening
prayers, aarti, and seva and involve the kids in the process. In the Bhagavad Gita (BG 9:26),
Lord Krishna says, “If one offers Me with love and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit a water, I will
accept it”. We need to teach our kids that they can make a small offering to God, and he will
accept and bless them for it. The central part of any relationship is giving. In the case of the
Supreme owner of the Universe, there is nothing that we can offer other than our unconditional
love. The seva we perform to live with whatever we have is that offering of unconditional love.

3.

Engage kids with crafts on important festivals: Especially for kids who live outside India, one
needs to create an environment of anticipation and excitement about an upcoming festival
for them to remember and enjoy. So, young kids up to the age of 10-12 could be engaged in
doing crafts for Janmashtami or Ganesha Chaturthi. There is no greater learning than learning
by doing and showing videos about the significance of those festivals. A relationship with
the Supreme is not simply a secret personal affair! Participating in festivals teaches that the
relationship is with the entirety of our life.

Example of festival crafts done with kids at home using reusable material
4.

Celebrate festivals with friends: Inviting friends, neighbors, and family members on Puja days
to your home is another important way to reinforce to kids that this is a belief that is followed
by others too. When they engage in social conversation at school about celebrating Diwali by
wearing new clothes or having great food, they can help other communities understand that it
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is similar to Christmas/Thanksgiving/Ramadan when families and friends come together.
5.

Visit the temple and learn to recite mantras: Finally, a regular visit to the temple can help
the kids understand that one Supreme being can appear in many forms (pluralism in Hindu
culture). They also learn to believe in the need for spiritual practices to purify the mind, increase
focus and attention span, and learn about Hindu literature and mantras, aspects of service,
duty, and devotion. This is when children’s minds become evolved to accept and stand for the
philosophies and doctrines of Santana Dharma.

Most importantly, parents should practice these values diligently to set a living example for kids.
As George Bernard Shaw has written, “The Indian way of life provides the vision for the natural way of life”.
Sanatana Dharma is a way of life, and it is truly our great responsibility as adults to pass the rich legacy from
thousands of years to the next generation.
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Sanatana Dharma and Science
Prateek Kumar Shreyas

“For the practitioner of Sanatana Dharma, the world around us is seen as being alive with sentience and
personality.”
Sanatana Dharma, an ancient way of life and thinking dating back to thousands of years is beginning to
become more prevalent in modern society. This is because many are starting to see that it embodies many of
the core scientific principles we revere today. It has similarities to the scientific method, its Vedic scriptures and
its encouragement of the seeking of knowledge laid the groundwork for societies to branch out, develop, and
learn more about the world we live in.
No matter how complicated an experiment is, whether we are trying to discover new subatomic particles, or we
are trying to simply find the best drain cleaner, every experiment and scientific discovery came because of the
scientific method. These steps are a Big Question, a Hypothesis, a Procedure, an Analysis, and a Conclusion
summing up all the evidence and answering the big question. The means of knowledge in Sanatana Dharma
also works along similar lines in terms of formulating and testing hypotheses, except that there are different
names for the steps. These are Pratyaksha (direct perception), Anumana (Inference), Arthapatti (Postulation or
testing), Upamana( Comparison) and Anupalabdhi (non-apprehension). Along with these, the Sabda (scriptural
evidence of previous knowledge sources) is also a primary means of knowledge. All these steps work the same
as the scientific method. Also like the scientific method, testing methods using Sanatana Dharma emphasize
curiosity and observation, through tried and tested methods that work again and again. This was the earliest
known form of a concrete method of experimentation and laid the groundwork for future methods of testing
and experimentation, such as the Scientific Method, making these two extremely similar.
Another major facet of Sanatana Dharma is the Vedic scriptures, prominently written in the ancient language
of Sanskrit. Many people around the world are mistaken that these texts are strictly religious, as you hear
them a lot at Hindu temples and ceremonies. However, these texts are in fact rooted in science, with the word
“Veda’’ directly translating to “knowledge.” These Vedas are a study of many different scientific disciplines,
and the texts are simply the written form of this knowledge. Some of these include Ayurveda (Science of the
Human Body), Sthaptya Veda (Architecture), and Gandharva Veda (Musical Studies). Everything that has been
outlined and studied in these Vedas has always been through thorough scientific experimentation by using
an extremely ancient version of the scientific method as previously outlined. What separates these Vedas
from the modern science of today is that almost everything was done naturally, and using what nature has to
offer, especially with Ayurveda. Today’s scientific disciplines are often chemical and unhealthy for your body,
animals, and the environment. There is also endless politics and red tape by governments or other agencies
limiting our scientific discoveries. This was limited as much as possible through Sanatana Dharma. In short,
these Vedic scriptures are the backbone of modern science, and we would not be able to expand our scientific
knowledge to new heights without them, such as in-depth investigations of microscopic cells, all the way to
the construction of magnificent architecture like the Giza Pyramids.
There appears to be a common misconception about Sanatana Dharma that it is solely based on religion
and religious figures. This could not be farther from the truth. Rather, it is a way of life and living, regardless of
religion or other figures. One of the major facets of this way of life is the endless pursuit of knowledge. Through
the Vedas and the willingness to try and test, people in these societies have made ground-breaking discoveries
that have shaped the way our society thinks and operates. Sanatana Dharma also holds extreme importance
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to respecting yourself, the entities around you, and the environment. Examples of this are protecting nature
and water bodies, and helping animals, such as the practice of vegetarianism. Even this adds to the pursuit of
knowledge, in that our world is protected so that we are truly able to discover what makes it so special. People
in this way of life have made several game-changing discoveries about the world. Two of the most important
must be the discovery of the concept of zero and the water wheel. Zero (0) became an integral part of any
mathematical and physics studies and made major contributions to our ability to know from quantum physics
all the way to constructing rocket ships. The water wheel laid the foundation for modern irrigation techniques
and allowed us to expand our horizons by increasing agriculture and dealing with sewage. All these examples
illustrate just how much the core value of knowledge in Sanatana Dharma has contributed to our world.
In conclusion, the lifestyle of Sanatana Dharma has helped us achieve immense advances in our scientific
knowledge. Through its nurturing of inquisitiveness and the sciences it has contributed to on its own, we have
come to learn lots about our world, fueling further discoveries in science. After all of this, the hope is that our
societies continue to embrace its contributions, and the good parts of their way of life to implement in the
modern-day. Sanatana Dharma may have started off in just one area of the world, but if we embrace it, it can
have a positive impact on the entire world for generations to come.
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Hinduism – Origin and Culture
Bala Mani

Sanatana Dharma means eternal path. It does not fit into the template or definition of religion, but loosely
its practice is referred to as Hindu Religion or Hinduism. Several religions or sects spun off from the timeless
thoughts and practices of Sanatana Dharma. Some examples are Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism.
Sanatana Dharma was not founded as a religion. It was a way of life or culture, but later on, the people
following this culture were called Hindus, and their culture was termed Hinduism. As such, there is no single
founder of Hinduism or a single book as there is for other religions.
Thus, it is very hard to pinpoint when Hinduism started.
when some of the practices of Hindus began.

Nevertheless, we can find an approximate period

Hinduism As a Social Institution
As a social institution, religion has a significant role to play in modulating group behaviors toward a common
good. Collective large-scale cooperation does not occur without a shared belief or imaginary reality. Practices of
Hinduism combine supernatural deities (personified/symbolized natural forces both within human psychology
and in the external world) with dharma (individual duties/conduct in social, personal, and spiritual settings).
These were laid out in the principles of Varna Dharmas relating to social order, Ashrama Dharmas – relating
to personal lives, and Bhagavata or Vishesha Dharmas relating to spiritual life. However, the success of any
social institution depends on external administration and internal restraint. The first is handled by a King or a
social administrator while the second was addressed through external guidance (counseling from the wise and
scholarly) and personal motivators/demotivators such as heaven/hell, punya/papa, etc. A synergy between the
administrative and guidance aspects was essential. As times changed, the foundational principles of Vedas
required reinterpretations to suit contemporary challenges. Smritis emerged for this purpose, and we have
many Smritis like Manu Smriti, Gautama Smriti, etc.
However, religion cannot be simply a social management tool. Its primary goal is to prepare each individual
for maximal self-realization and the highest fulfillment. This is not just towards a financial success or any other
fulfilling accomplishments but towards the pinnacle of the existence itself which can only be realized by the
individual with direct experience and not by any objective metrics.
A comprehensive system of 4 Purusharthas encompasses this goal. The Purusharthas are Dharma
(righteousness, ethics), Artha (livelihood, wealth), Kāma (desires, pleasures), and Mokṣha (liberation, freedom
all manner of bondage).
Such a comprehensive system must accommodate, all levels of maturity, social strata, and temperaments.
Hindu pantheon consists of numerous deities, each one an expression of the Supreme omniscient divinity.
Dharmas are laid out in such a way that any individual depending on their personal and social setting can
perform work (Karma) to realize the 4 Purusharthas (desires, wealth, righteousness, and liberation) in a
progression. As a result, Hinduism is not a single religion but a constellation of multiple religions like Shaivism,
Vaishnavism, etc. This plurality and accommodation for individual circumstances have been misinterpreted
and misused in the recent centuries resulting in significant social tensions. Nevertheless, if the lofty principles
of Vedas are brought under focus, these unfortunate situations may go away over a period of time.
Hinduism places significant emphasis on family with rituals and practices starting from childbirth through
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death, dealing with every aspect of life. Notable are the ceremonies performed after birth, various purification
rituals throughout individuals’ life, called samskaras, and the holy system of matrimony. In Sanatana Dharma,
matrimony is not simply a covenant between man and woman, it is rather considered an upward vessel for the
enjoining couple as well as their respective families, traversing through all the four Purushardhas to the final
liberation.
Last but not least are the final rites performed when an individual dies. This is an important ritual that provides
not only closure to one’s life but also to those that are associated with the departed soul. The ritual recognizes
that the departed individual should be released properly so that the soul can continue its journey freely towards
its end goal.
Hindu texts are manuscripts and voluminous historical literature which are related to any of the diverse traditions
within Hinduism. A few of these texts are shared across these traditions and they are broadly considered
Hindu scriptures. These include the Puranas, Itihasa and Vedas. Scholars hesitate in defining the term “Hindu
scriptures” given the diverse nature of Hinduism, but many list the Bhagavad Gita and the Agamas as Hindu
scriptures as well as Bhagavata Purana and Yajnavalkya Smriti in the list of Hindu scriptures as well.
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Pancha Mahabhoota – Five Elements
Kumar Padmini

The basic building blocks of the universe are called pancha mahaa bhootha in Samskrtha. They are five
(pancha) great (mahaa) elements of existence (bhootha) as prthvi, aapaha, thejaha, vaayuhu, and aakaashaha.
They form an all-pervading symbiotic macro energy system called brahmaanda (universe). The human being
as a speck of brahmaanda is called pindaanda (micro energy system). As scientists of yore, ancient rishis
discovered and validated pancha mahaa bhootha through their peak revelations or epiphanies.
The permanently connected pindaanda to brahmaanda containing identical building blocks of pancha
mahaa bhootha forms a unitary mass of energy or universe. Together they form the eternal (sanaathana)
intelligent order (Dharma) of the universe (as cosmos, not chaos). No wonder human beings (micro energy) are
impacted significantly due to simple changes in daily weather or complex disturbances (macro energy) such
as earthquakes, tsunamis, tornadoes, or volcanic eruptions.
Relevance of pancha mahaa bhootha
A thought-trek of the creation of pancha mahaa bhootha is a cognitive re-connection or ‘re-membering’
exercise of pindaanda with brahmaanda. This is also called Dhyaana (contemplation) or brahma upaasana
(positing cognition or attention through pre-determined loci of thoughts). Numerous benefits occur instantly
when such an exercise is performed regularly:
1.

Tranquility – for a disturbed mind

2.

Well-being through the balance of energy between braahmaanda and pindaanda.

3.

Humility – that we are a ‘pixel’ (pindaanda) of the ‘big picture’ (brahmaanda)

4.

Compassion – realization that everything and everybody are connected with common elements

Discovery of pancha mahaa bhootha and Quantum Mechanics
Any change in environment causes sensations in the human body through its five sensory organs or jnyaana
indhriya. Each indhriya(sensory organ) processes a unique sensation in the mind or brain. The ears sense
sound (shabdha), the skin senses feeling (sparsha), the eyes sense light and reflections as shape or form
(roopa), the tongue senses taste (rasa), and the nose senses smell (gandha). Human consciousness provides
a label or name to the corresponding perceptions as effect on each indhriya. Thus, the environment as a cause
produces an effect. In reverse, each effect corresponds to a unique cause as it exists in the universe. Thus,
the rishis discovered the five basic building blocks of the universe (aakaasha, vaayu, theja, aapa, and prthivi)
of pancha mahaa bhootha as effects of the existing cause which is the universe as it is.
Coincidentally, the discovery process of pancha mahaa bhootha by the rishis correlates well with the basic
principles, the measurement setup, and interpretation in quantum mechanics.
According to quantum mechanics, any authoritative and valid interpretation of the outcome of an experiment
must include the observer and the observed. The rishi is the observer (scientist or subject) and the universe
or environment is the observed (object). The observed and observer are two discrete energy systems (macro
and micro). The observed universe consisting of pancha mahaa bhootha are quanta of energy and the sensory
perceptions of the rishi are ‘qualia’. ‘Qualia’ are discrete energy elements of sensory perceptions cognized
by human consciousness, derived as thoughts and expressed verbally as words. This is a great example of
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discernment (viveka) of observer (dhrk) and observed (dhrshya).
In this case, the dhrk is also the measurement apparatus consisting of five jnyaana indhriya and human
consciousness or awareness of the rishi.
•

Measurement sensors are ear, skin, eyes, tongue, and nose of rishi

•

Measures correspond to five unique sensations of shabdha, sparsha, roopa, rasa, and gandha

•

Metrics of measurement are Aapaha (aakasha (space), vaayu (wind), theja (light), and prthivi (earth)

•

Metrics are expressed as words which are thoughts that correspond to each sensation with a name or
label using language, a product of human consciousness

dhrk (observer)

dhrshya (observed)

Intrinsic consciousness, sentience,
chethana shakthi

No consciousness, insentient, jada

Aware of its existence and any
other existence outside

Unaware of its existence and
also other existence

Independent of outside existence

Dependent, needs dhrk to validate its existence

Recommended Reading:
•

Thaiththiriya Upanishadh Chapter II, Section 2, Verse 1 Commentary in English by Swami Chinmayaanandha

•

Sri Shankaraachaarya’s Pancheekaranam along with Vaarthika of Sri Sureshvaraacharya.

•

The Mind & The Brain – Neuroplasticity and the Power of Mental Force, Jeffrey Schwartz and Sharon Begley;

•

Von Neuman-Wigner Interpretation of the famous Copenhagen Convention of 1920s

Thathvavidhaanandha Sarasvathi of Arsha Vidhya Gurukulam
Chapters: Quantum Brain and Attention Must Be Paid
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Sanatana Dharma and COVID-19
D V Giri and H K Narayan

Sanatana Dharma transcends space and time. It is universal and is for all times - past, present, and future.
COVID-19 is an abbreviation for Corona Virus Disease 2019. At best COVID-19 is a transient phenomenon that
may be here and gone tomorrow. Pandemics come and go. Sanatana Dharma stays forever. It is both a way
and view of life. A pandemic is an affliction of the human body that can make you ill and may even be fatal.
So, what is the relationship, if any, between such diverse entities.?
Can there be a relationship between a view of life and the human condition?
Dharmic ways of life include, but are not limited to qualities such as duty, truth, cleanliness, overcoming ego,
and compassion. One can already see how Dharmic life can help manage the disease.
Sanatana Dharma cannot predict a viral disease, but we may examine how it can help us manage this disease.
The concept of Vasudhaiva Kuṭumbakam or “the whole world is one family” is consistent with the modern view
of the pandemic that states, “no one is safe until everyone is safe”. It is this realization that has resulted in the
US and Indian Governments sending free vaccines and equipment to deserving nations. There is no prohibition
against vaccines in the Hindu religion rooted in Sanatana Dharma. Even though cows are considered sacred,
certain bovine components in certain vaccines are not off-limits for practicing Hindus.
Arjuna’s struggle on the battlefield of Kurukshetra overwhelmed him. Lord Krishna helped him let go of the
worldly attachments, and of the fruits of his actions. Lord Krishna encouraged Arjuna to follow the right course
of action. Contracting COVID-19 can in some measure frustrate us. For us, following the right course of
action is to follow the science, and the local laws of good conduct such as getting vaccinated, masking, and
maintaining social distancing. Social distancing does not have to result in social disconnecting. We are still
finding ways to be connected to distant members of family and friends. These actions protect us from getting
infected and prevent us from spreading the virus to people around us. Many temples were and are temporarily
closed but offer streaming services. One may make use of such services to stay spiritually connected. The
Hindu tradition of pooja is a stress buster by engaging all five senses, via Agarbatti (smell), bells (sound),
folded hands (touch), focusing on the Vigraha (seeing), and prasadam (taste). That is Dharmic living. Dharma
does not equal religion but goes beyond it. Persons providing healthcare and essential services are doing their
Dharma risking their own and the life of their family members.
COVID-19 is a disease that causes a respiratory tract infection, in both the upper tract (sinuses, nose, and
throat) and lower tract (windpipe and lungs). Yoga and Pranayama can certainly be helpful at a certain stage,
and perhaps fend off the infection. Including some Yoga Asanas while recovering from COVID-19 is very
helpful. It is known to boost immunity, help in de-stressing and improve lung capacity. In its simple form,
Pranayama is the regulation of one’s breath. Prana means the vital force of life and ayama is to gain control.
Learning to breathe properly can be very helpful in general. Scientific research has established that Pranayama
could lower stress, and anxiety, lower heart rate, improve quality of sleep, and improve lung function. Love
your lungs and enjoy your healthy breath.
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Astronomical Science, Vedic Astrology and
Horoscopes: A Primer
Natarajan Shankar

Introduction
On the occasion of the Maha Kumbhabhishekam or re-consecration of the Livermore Hindu temple, it is worthy
to celebrate ancient Indian science because much of it evolved along with and because of the unencumbered
evolution of Hindu religious beliefs.
Indian astrology, referred to by many Hindu scholars as Vedic Science, is an integral part of the Indian belief
that the stars and planets influence lives. Used in everyday life for determination of a person’s nature or
behavior, finding an auspicious time for a ceremony, for naming a baby, assessing marriage compatibility, or
for explaining or foretelling fortune, Vedic Astrology is deeply ingrained in day-to-day decision making.
Astrology is widely regarded in the world as a pseudo-science because the interpretive and predictive
aspects of planetary positions are based upon subjective assignment and attribution of planetary attributes.
Furthermore, the astrological to social interpretation of planetary positions and overlaps is not in keeping with
modern scientific methods. But this in no way should undermine the underlying Astronomical basis of Vedic
Astrology.
How much of Vedic Astrology’s Astronomy is scientifically accurate?
The original treatise on Vedic Astrology, the Vedānga Jyotisha, is attributed to Lagadha, a Hindu Mathematician
and Astrologer, with an estimated genesis of 1400 BC, about 3500 years ago. Jyotish is translated as ‘the
science of light’ and the original writings were based upon geocentric observation. Geocentric observation is
the basis that all observations are done from the earth without regard to the fact that the Earth orbits around
the Sun. This ancient thought and measurement have been validated by the modern understanding of relative
distance, velocity, and time. The approach of using geocentric observation to specify cosmic and planetary
positions in relation to Earth is scientifically valid.
Vedic Astrology and the Ecliptic
The entire solar system maintains an almost flat plane, with all the planets moving in very nearly the same
plane with only a 5° variance, except for Pluto which orbits at almost 17° away from the almost flat plane. The
Moon also orbits in almost the same plane as the Earth’s orbit. In the sky, the planets and the Moon always
are visible at night along the imaginary Ecliptic line. Vedic Astrology seems to have accurately understood and
captured this aspect.

Diagram 1: The Ecliptic Plane, showing the orbits of the Planets. [6]
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In the early days of Vedic Astrology, and as described in the Vedānga Jyotisha, there was an accurate
understanding of Solar and Lunar cycles, of lengths of months, of eclipses, of the orbits of at least seven of
the planets that orbit the Sun. Vedic Astrology also accurately understood the presence of the primary
12
constellations along the ecliptic. Diagram 2 is a pictorial capture.

Diagram 2: Constellations along the Ecliptic, with approximate positioning
It is now known that there are not 12 but 13 constellations that traverse the ecliptic. The little-known constellation
of Ophiuchus is not a part of Vedic Astrology, or for that matter, of the Western Zodiac. While this exclusion of
a constellation is not a mathematical error, it is an inaccuracy. But this exclusion has not affected the evolution
of Vedic Astrology significantly. For the most part, Vedic Astrology is accurate from a constellation perspective.
The number 12 is also mathematically convenient because a circular orbit of 360° is cleanly divisible by 12
(each constellational segment is 30°).
This mathematical convenience allows the division of the Solar year into 12 equal parts. We also now know that
the 12 constellations are not exactly spaced by 30 degrees. For it is known that the Sun traverses through the
constellation Vrischika/Scorpio in just five days but takes 38 days to traverse Vrishabha/Taurus. This variance
in celestial traversal is one of the reasons astrological signs do not exactly line up with the constellations of
the Zodiac.
Vedic Horoscopes
The three prominent attributes in Vedic Horoscopes are Lagnam, Rasi, and Nakshatram.
Sun Signs
The Universe is a constantly moving and dynamic system. The Earth, planets, the constellations rotate about
their own axes and more importantly, wobble around their primary axes. Planets revolve around other planets
and also move with planets and constellations. Because Astrology is all about positional interpretation, any
Astrological theory must account for the various movements and wobbles.
Sidereal and Tropical are terms used to describe two different definitions of a year. In astrology, they refer to
two different systems of ecliptic coordinates. Vedic Astrology correctly uses Sidereal measurement to maintain
the alignment between planets and constellations. The western Zodiac uses Tropical measurements which is
known to not account for planetary wobbles. This use of Sidereal measurement is a plus for Vedic Astrology.
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The number 12 is also convenient from the perspective of the monthly cycle of the Moon, wherein the Moon’s
phases repeat every 29.5 days (Lunar month or Lunation) or 12.4 times a year. This number 12.4 can again be
mathematically approximated to be 12, a round number that both the Western and the Vedic Astrologers like
for its convenience.
With all the above approximations applied, the Sun appears against a different constellation approximately every
new Moon. The Lagnam in Vedic Astrology (Sun sign) is this constellation in the backdrop. The constellations
that the Sun has as a backdrop are not visible during the daytime. However, by looking at the constellations
in the nighttime sky, the radially opposite constellation can be used to specify the daytime constellation or the
Lagnam.
For instance, the birth of a baby, occurring in the geo-position where Dhanush is centric in the nighttime sky
would be assigned the Lagnam of “Mithuna” as shown with the dotted arrow in Diagram 3. Vedic Astrologers
accurately surmised and applied this information.

Diagram 3: If Dhanus is visible at night, Mithuna is the daytime constellation.
Moon Signs
Most horoscopes specify a Sun sign and a Moon sign. The Sun sign is used prominently in Western Astrology
while the Moon Sign is prominently used in Vedic Astrology
While the sun and its backdrop are used to determine the Sun sign, if the Moon and its backdrop are used
instead, the Moon sign is determined. Given that the Moon rotates around the earth every 27 days (as
distinguished from completing its phases which takes 29.5 days), the moon sign changes every 27/12 or every
2 ¼ days.
Diagram 4 below uses the view of the Moon from Earth and can be used to determine the Moon sign knowing
the position of the Moon from the Sidereal measurements.
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Diagram 4: When Constellation Meena is visible in the nighttime sky, Meena is the Moon sign. Nakshatra Sign
Every day the Moon rises against a celestial backdrop that varies from that of the prior day. This backdrop
change repeats in a cycle every 27 days. On each of these 27 days, the Moon is seen in proximity to a prominent
star that is close to the Ecliptic. These 27 stars are the Nakshatra in Vedic Astronomy. Astrological science
describes 28 stars rather than 27 stars but the convergence on 27 is again a mathematical convenience. A
person’s birthday and time determine which Naksthatram they are assigned.
In its 27-day cycle, the moon travels in a 5° band near the ecliptic, it may cover one of the 27 stars if that star
happens to that lie in the 5° band. If the star lies outside the 5° band, the moon will not cover the star during
its traversal. The phenomenon of overlap of a star by the Moon is called Occultation and was observed and
documented accurately by Vedic Astrologers. Such occulted stars are considered special.
Conclusion
Vedic Astrology is a deeply involved topic that had its genesis 2000 plus years ago. In Vedic Astrology,
the planetary motions with orbits, cycles, and months are approximated with reasonable precision and are
reasonably accurate.
The interpretive and predictive aspects of Vedic Astrology are not considered to be scientific and are not the
focus of this article and the interpretive aspects are not discussed or endorsed by the author. In our system of
beliefs, we should feel proud that such an anciently documented system is based upon astronomically correct
facts.
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Role of ‘Yajna’ in Sanatana Dharma
Dr. R. Narayanaswami

What is Yajna?
Yajna means ‘striving for knowledge’ (‘ya’ means ‘striving for’ and ‘jna’ means ‘knowledge’). All four Vedas
mention yajna, contrary to the belief that Yajur Veda alone discusses yajnas.
Yajna is a sequence of sacred actions undertaken by a person (the ‘yajamana’) and his wife (yajamana-patni)
to invoke the presence of supra-physical cosmic powers in their lives. Supra-physical means, ‘beyond our five
senses and their extensions”. Sacred actions are those that are done with the awareness of the Divine spirit in
them. Examples: chanting of Veda mantras, non-physical offerings such as our aspiration, surrender to Divine
powers, rejecting negative thoughts/actions, etc. Spirit is that which permeates every aspect of the universe
including living beings and non-living or inert things. The spirit pervades every object. as water pervades every
waveSpirit in the Veda is denoted by “ēkam or One” or as “tat ēkam or ‘That One” or “ēkam sat’ or “One Truth”.
The later books known as Upanishads describe the spirit as Brahman.
Cosmic powers, also known as cosmic energies, drive the activities of the cosmos or universe with the Divine
spirit ‘tat ēkam’ controlling and directing these activities. ‘tat ēkam’ is immanent and transcendent. Devas or
cosmic powers or energies are not personifications of qualities but are emanations or limbs of the Supreme
Power or Spirit. The devas or cosmic energies are supra-physical beings because they do not have a physical
body but are endowed with consciousness, knowledge, and power. These cosmic powers or energies are
given names in the Vedas, like Agni, Indra, Vayu, Soma, Surya, Saraswathi, and so on. Cosmic energies
like gravitation and electro-magnetic field are physical but the devas or cosmic energies are supra-physical
(beyond our five senses and their extensions).
During the Rishi or Vedic period (6000 BCE or earlier to about 4000 BCE), the Rishis taught ‘inner yajna’ and
‘spirituality and wisdom’ in the Vedas to their ‘initiate disciples’ (who had skills and discipline to perform
meditation and lead a dharmic life). Towards the end of the Rishi period, as ‘initiate disciples’ became fewer,
Rishis taught ‘outer yajna’ to ‘commoners’ who used to work in other trades to earn living. After the Vedic
period, only the ‘outer yajnas’ remained.
Conduct of Outer Yajna:
According to Jaimini’s Purva Mimamsa Sutras, the correct conduct of the outer yajnas with the correct chanting
of the Veda Mantras will produce the ‘phala’ or result of the yajna.
The external yajna involves various steps: (1) Fire altar (vedi): the invocation of Agni by lighting the lamp, fire
in the homa kunda or vedi, (2) the priests, (3) the offerings, and (4) the goal of the yajna. The offerings (point 3
above) used, generally, are: dry fuel, samidha, which is fed into the fire as representing all qualities that are not
necessary or appropriate. Ghee, which symbolizes mental clarity, and ‘purodasa cakes’ made with rice, are
poured into the fire along with Veda mantras and the words, ‘svaha’, (svaha means offered with reverence – su
+ aaha), and the words ‘devāya idam’ (to the deva – with the particular name of deva to whom the offering is
made, for example, ‘agnaya idam’ to Agni) along with the chant, ‘na mama’ (not mine) yajamana is aware that
he has no longer ownership of the offering. The Soma which stands for the bliss released in all actions is to
be offered to the devas which in the outer yajna becomes an offering of the juice of Soma herbs. The conduct
of yajnas is quite involved and requires time, money, availability of Vedic scholars who can chant the Veda
mantras etc.
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The inner meaning of Outer Yajnas:
Sri Aurobindo, the great Yogin, has re-discovered the ‘spiritual and psychological meanings’ of the Veda
Mantras. Sri TV Kapali Sastry, a Vedic scholar, joined Aurobindo Ashram and explained in Sanskrit language
SA’s English publications for the benefit of Sanskrit scholars of the Vedas. Prof R L Kashyap has followed SA’s
guidelines and translated all Veda Mantras of the Vedas. As per these publications, there is an inner meaning
of the outer yajnas by understanding which the conductors of the yajna will obtain all the ‘phala’s of the yajna
as obtained from current practices plus the ability to divinize themselves and eventually attain immortality.
Conclusion:
Conducting yajnas and cherishing and inviting the devas will help human beings to gain ‘all-round perfection’
in all their tasks, divinize themselves, and eventually attain immortality.
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Puranas and Itihasas - Hindu Treasure Troves
Dr. Appaji Panchangam

Mythological stories are integral sources of Hindu culture. Ranging from bedtime stories of Rama and Krishna
to festivals like Diwali and Dussehra, rituals ranging from daily prayers at home to the most elaborate yajnas,
customs like wearing a “bindi” on forehead to “upanayana”, and many other walks of Hindu life is fully founded
in the elaborate matrix of Puranas and Itihasas. These texts are vast, diverse, and life-like works replete with
rich information relating to every imaginable walk of life. Broadly, they are classified as Puranas (more than
thirty-six books) and Itihasas (two books), but commonly they are called ‘upabrimhana (उपबृंहण)’, meaning
elaborations or illustrations. These are meant solely for one purpose - to elaborate and illustrate the great
insights contained in Vedas using direct and indirect/allegorical stories. Collectively, they contain more than a
million lines (over five lakh slokas).
Despite their pervasive influence, they are often rejected as mythology, meaning implausible, cock-and-bull
stories. As mentioned above, Puranas and Itihasas are meant for purposes none other than elaboration of
Vedic truths. Therefore, Hindus must stop seeing them as mythology. These are treasure troves as they can
reveal the path to the ultimate.
The insights contained in the Vedas are mostly beyond the comprehension of the ordinary mind immersed in
worldly materialism. They contain the Truth directly experienced by great visionaries (called Rishis) in a state
of pure consciousness. This experience leaves a trace in the deeply conscious mind of the experiencer, which
then surfaces as thoughts into the superficial layers of the mind, finally expressing itself in words. In what is
known as four-fold manifestation of speech (पर, पश्यन्ती, मध्यम, वैखरी), the only thing that is left in the physical
world is the last expressed words. The actual experience precedes verbal knowledge by three deeper states
of mind and consciousness. Therefore, it is obvious that the words are utterly insufficient, yet an essential first
step. What is needed along with the words is methods for cultivation of the mind so that it can be taken into
its deeper cognitive states and finally into the state of purest consciousness.
Vedic seers are cognizant of this problem, and to facilitate the correct mind-cultivation, they took a multidimensional approach. In the most superficial layer, there will be a story - like Rama weds Sita, etc. When
the reader observes the characters and events more thoughtfully, they can see a hidden layer of worldly
workings called dharmas. After the mind has been cultivated enough to see the second layer, with further
deep contemplation and absorption into the characteristics of the names and forms, the reader can go into a
third level of meaning where the deeper spiritual insights, that cannot be expressed otherwise in words, will
become perceivable. Beyond this, is a purer state of consciousness conducive for the experience of Truth.
The important thing to realise here is, to reach each deeper subtler level, one must reject the story in the
superficial grosser levels. This multi-dimensional approach to language, first formulated in Vedas, is used to
its full-extent by the Puranas and Itihasas to help people from all walks of life, temperament, and maturity, to
prepare for Truth-experience.
One central method used in the Vedic times, but almost extinct today, is to understand the word’s meaning
from its etymological derivation. Sanskrit, with its mathematics-like structure, lends a supreme ability for
abstraction by which words like Rama can be formulated with profound conceptual meaning. Rama is not a
proper noun as perceived by writers today, but it was rather a profound concept that can only be experienced
in a yogi-like state. But it is conceptually abstracted into two syllables for the benefit of developing symbolic
narratives like Ramayana. The encapsulation is also meant for meditative practices like Japa. By looking
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into the etymological meanings of the words in the source texts (not the so called ‘translations’ that are mere
interpretations of those looking through tinted glasses), one can scratch the outer layers and see the depths
and richness of these multi-faceted, multi-dimensional, treasure troves.
This obviously requires some skill in the language of sanskrit and guidance in this seldom used technique. The
most enduring and assuring good news is that all the keys required to unlock, like the names - Rama, Krishna,
Durga, Arjuna, Hanuman, etc. are all intact and available. The only skill we need to acquire is to know how to
use the keys. (There are two articles on this concept written by Sri Kalyan Raman in this same book).
If we want to safeguard these treasures, that are worthier than the worthiest worldly wealth, and those that
have been passed down through millennia into our hands to be passed to the next generation, we must at least
know some true, intended meanings of some of the stories and pass them on with that understanding. If we
don’t, we would have failed not only ourselves, but our ancestors as well as our future generations.
Om Shanti: Shanti: Shanti:
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Sri Ramayana - A Manual to Lead our Life
Padmasini Vemulakonda

I am a neuropsychologist by profession and for the past twelve years, I have been studying Ramayana from
the perspective of Rama, born as a human being and shaped by the Maharshis like Vasishtha, Viswamitra
and Agastya, ultimately transforming himself into a Supreme Being, Paramatma. I see integrity, resilience,
grit, tenacity, self-mastery – the buzzwords in my field of practice – being enacted in different Kandas and
different characters in Ramayana. This intrigued me to look further into this Itihasa, the first ever poem known
to mankind written by Valmiki Maharshi. Now, my passion is to work with children and teens to teach them
important life lessons from Valmiki Ramayana. This is my humble attempt at sowing the seeds of Sanatana
Dharma by giving them the tools with a tool kit and a manual in plain and simple language. How well they use
it is up to them.
“The Mind acts as an enemy for those who do not control it.” Ramayana teaches us this. With the tough
times that we are currently in and the increase in suicide rates of children and teens of Indian origin in the
past three years, I want to reach out to our future generation and encourage our young minds to NOT give up!
Fear, depression, and anxiety are very common words in our vocabulary since 2020. We have seen children
as young as eight years old show symptoms of panic attacks. I had teens who attempted to commit suicide –
some who survived and some who lost their precious lives. Loss of jobs, social distancing, and unwanted and
unwelcome changes in our lives brought us all to a screeching halt! In the midst of this chaos, my solace was
Ramayana. Thus, I wanted to bring Ramayana to children and teens, by comparing them to characters that
they are familiar with (ex: Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings, Narnia series, or even as silly as their kindergarten or
elementary school reading list characters). This triggered their curiosity, and now they are like sponges trying
to absorb details and learn from Ramayana.
I give them a scenario: We are struck suddenly by an arrow (Ramayana parlance) and it’s very painful and
causes suffering, disease, and loss (COVID, cancer, etc). We can be proactive, accept it, and learn to live by
getting vaccinated, complying with the mask mandates, and getting treatments. Then there is the second
arrow, our reaction to the situation – absolute shock, anxiety, panic attacks, depression, and suicide. This is
where Ramayana, or any of our Scriptures, help us to withstand the situation and strengthen ourselves from
within. By showing children and teens how to nurture their minds with great thoughts when their future looks
bleak, they know that they will go as high as their positive thoughts. Teaching from Ramayana shows how the
teardrops are future rainbows in life – role of adversities in life; how to first understand then to be understood;
putting oneself in another’s shoes; how to truly listen and communicate; how to face fear, overcome it, and
gain self-mastery; and how to live a life of choice and purpose. These are steps towards Self Empowerment.
We look at Balakanda and Aranyakanda from this perspective. I have seen that when children and teens learn
that they have possibilities, they find ways to tackle the problem instead of being in the victim’s mindset. They
learn to manage their neurobiology, self-regulate their emotions, and be in control of their lives. They move
from a powerless and helpless living to Self Responsibility and Empowered living.
Once the children and teens learn to train themselves to recognize, regulate, and take ownership, there
is an amazing transformation. They learn to look at the situations at hand from a bird’s eye perspective,
transforming from a reactive mindset to a reflective mindset (Ayodhyakanda and Kishkindhakanda). They
also learn to understand and not to be a hostage to their emotions by creating boundaries and saying no
(Sundarakanda and Yuddhakanda). When they learn to take ownership and stop blaming others, to their
surprise, they realize that they are in absolute control of their feelings. They are empowered and have power
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over their choices. Once they see and acknowledge that it is not ok to blame, justify themselves and be right
all the time, they leave The Drama Zone (Ayodhyakanda) and come out with the perspective of “What can I
do?” – Empowerment Zone.
“Practice makes man perfect.” Sri Rama demonstrates that his life is an extended practice session. When
we are resolute in our practice, success can be achieved. After every success, the Sadhana, or practice,
never stopped; instead, it increased in a thoughtful and focused manner. Throughout Ramayana, Rama never
stopped to contemplate the ritualistic practices, showing us how these customs bring us closer to our True
Self or “peaceful center’’. He also showed us, towards the end of Ayodhyakanda and in Aranyakanda, that if
we learn and study the lives of Maharshis (Sharabhanga and Suteekshna), who are free from attachment, we
can learn how and why they became enlightened.
All of us – adults, teenagers, or children – are trying to find the landscape between outside circumstances
and internal drama. We have learnt in the past couple of years that we cannot control external situations, but
can learn to manage and gain mastery of our internal landscape. As our preceptors have taught us based on
Sanatana Dharma, we can learn to pause everyday for a few minutes or an hour to connect with the “Divinity
Within” as Swami Vivekananda always talked about.
Jai Sri Ram!!
Jai Hanuman!!

119

The Dilemma in Decision-Making:
A Vedantic Perspective
Aditya Maheswaran

Our life is a series of difficult decisions we cannot escape from. The easy decisions are the ones where the
choice is between a good option and a bad option. We may not always choose good over bad as we often fall
prey to short-sightedness and choose what’s more tempting at the moment but all of us know internally what
the better choice is. The more difficult decisions in life are where the choice is between two good options or
two bad options.
You might have heard of the famous ‘trolley problem’ experiment in the field of ethics and psychology. You see
a runaway trolley which cannot be stopped as the brakes do not work. If you do nothing, it will kill five people
trapped on the track ahead. If you act and change its course, it will kill one person trapped on the other track.
Most people choose sacrificing one person over five as that seems the better of the two bad choices.
The psychologist then twists the scenario - you are standing on a bridge and notice a runaway trolley passing
below you. If you do nothing, it will kill five people trapped on the track ahead. There is a person standing next
to you on the bridge. You have the option of pushing him down to stop the trolley. By doing that, you will save
five people at the cost of the one person you pushed down. People often choose the death of five people over
pushing someone down as the better of the two bad choices.
This is a grim experiment and is purely fictional. However, these paradoxes are not alien to real life. For example,
how do you choose between fulfilling your passion and pleasing your family when they are contradictory to
each other? How do you choose between your love for all people and protecting your country by killing the
enemy? There is no right answer.
A person trekking through a forest observes a lion hunting its prey. He feels miserable for the poor deer as its
death is certain. He has the power to save the deer by distracting the lion. It seems like the right thing to do.
It then occurs to him that denying the lion its food will starve it to death! Now what must he do? Should he let
the deer live or the lion live? There is no right answer.
This is what we call Dharma-sankata - the dilemma between two good or two bad choices where not deciding
is not an option. Vedanta provides a direction. It doesn’t provide an answer as there is none. It rather builds in
us the faculty to take objective decisions and live with the consequences.
Step 1: Build your intellect: Our mind is impulsive and makes us fall prey to biases born out of incomplete
information. Our intellect instead observes the situation as a witness and gathers all information including
those which may not suit our biases. When the mind is in control, we become emotional and selfish. When the
intellect (Buddhi) controls the mind (Manas), we become objective and equanimous. Unfortunately for us, our
Intellect is weak, and our mind takes over. Like a muscle, we must build our intellect with consistent exercise,
reflection, and study.
Step 2: Don’t escape action: Oftentimes, we are tempted to do nothing. But that should be intentional and
not out of escapism. Wise people who have curbed attachments have less to decide on. But we are filled with
desires which demand decision-making! Escaping from action may be soothing in the short-term, but it comes
back to bite us later surfacing as a bigger problem. We cannot escape action.
Step 3: If you purify intention, right action will follow: When your intention is pure, you will be true to yourself.
The decision will not make you suffer even if it doesn’t work out the way you wanted it to. Vedanta says that
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our decisions should stem from ‘what is the right thing to do in this circumstance’ rather than stemming from
a personal motive. In the Gita, Krishna urges Arjuna to remove himself from the equation and instead ponder
over ‘what a Kshatriya should do in this situation’.
None of this guarantees a ‘perfect’ choice, as a perfect choice doesn’t exist! However, by embracing action
instead of escaping from it, by building an intellect that watches over your mind, and by focusing on intention
before action, you will find peace and harmony even during difficult situations!
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Arjuna’s Dilemma: To Be or not to Be –
That Is the Question
N. Krishna Chander

At the beginning of the Mahabharata war, Sri Krishna Bhagawan, Arjuna’s charioteer, makes him vocalize his
concerns. Arjuna expresses his hesitancy to engage his enemies – after all they are his cousins, his greatgrandfather and his teachers. Arjuna feels dejected thinking of the bloodshed. With overpowering emotions,
he declares that he would not fight1 the war. His body quivers, hair is standing still, and his bow is slipping from
his hands. He is ready to walk away from the war. This is Arjuna’s dilemma – to be a warrior, or not.
It is at this pivotal moment that Krishna tells Arjuna that the wise neither grieve for the living nor for the dead.
Rather, they stay focused on the task at hand, and not on the perceived outcome. Krishna justifies to Arjuna
that as a well-trained warrior and kshatriya prince, it is his prime duty to fight and that is Karma or action. This
alone counts – to kill or be killed. Furthermore, Krishna emphasizes Action is superior to Inaction. When Arjuna
hears a strong rationale to hang in and fight, his dilemma is resolved, and he surrenders to Krishna’s guidance.
During the course of the war, Krishna reveals to Arjuna the inner meanings of Karma Yoga. If Karma is done as
a selfless service or a sacrifice, it is called Nishkama Yajna.
In the end, Arjuna stays on to win the war with his mastery in archery, and not influenced by lives lost (including
his own son’s).
Bhagawad Geeta, Chapter III verse 9 says:

यज्ञार्थात्कर्मणोऽन्यत्र लोकोऽयं कर्मबन्धन: |
तदर्थं कर्म कौन्तेय मुक्तसङ्ग: समाचर || 9||
Translation 3 : Work or tasks must be done as a Yajna or Sacrifice, without being attached to the results. On
the contrary, actions done out of greed, passion, ego, anger, for revenge, for acquisition of name and fame,
or for purposes other than selfless, are deemed bonded actions that create a wall between the Inner Self and
mere outwardly nature of life.
The same Nishkama Yajna that Arjuna undertook is seen in everyday life:
-

The mother of a new baby: she is totally dedicated to her newborn, spends sleepless nights and days
nursing the baby, with no expectations.

-

India’s Mahatma Gandhi: he undertook salt-marches, hunger-strikes, suffered lengthy imprisonments – all
to get India freed from the British, yet expected no political position post-Independence.

-

Nelson Mandela of South Africa: spent twenty-five years in prison for the sake of the country’s liberation,
without pondering a potential reward for his sacrifice.

With the approach that when a person efficiently executes a task that has wide applicability and has no
attachments to results, the task creates a tremendous benefit to the community as well as to the doer. The
doer faces a boundless joy which is the true nature of Nishkama Yajna2.
References:
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Like a Bird in the Middle of the Ocean:
Saranaagati Despite Adversity
Shri Vijay Pitchumani, Fremont, CA

For most of us, life on this earth is not a piece of cake. Suffering is its inseparable part. Justifiably, it has
been referred to as a harsh ocean (e.g. piravi perungaDal in Thirukkural, samsAravArinidhi in Sri Varadaraja
Pancasat) or an unforgiving desert (e.g. bhavamaru in Sri Yatiraja Saptati:). No wonder that the first thing we
do when we make our grand entrance into this world is cry!
We take minor sufferings in stride though we grumble. But when major adversities strike, we often break down.
Even Sita Devi, the Mother Goddess incarnate, famously said in Ashoka garden, “nAham jeevitum utsahE”
(Valmiki Ramayana 5.26.4): “I do not desire to live”. When seriously tested, some of us turn to God more
passionately than ever, but some of us lose faith in Him completely. With our visibility acutely limited to our
current life, we seriously believe we are mostly sinless, so we wonder how He can punish us so harshly. After
all, we are not serial killers, we are not terrorists, we are not a drug cartel.
In one of the Tamil Divya Prabandhams called Perumal Thirumozhi, the king-poet-Azhvar Sri Kulasekhara
Azhvar has composed a full decad of verses describing beautifully how he would react when severely tested.
In one of those verses, he tells the story of a bird that boarded a grain ship docked at a port. A lot of spilled
grains on the ship lured him and the drooling bird feasted on it for a long time. When the grains were exhausted,
the fattened bird tried to leave the ship. There was just one problem: while he was feasting, the ship had sailed
away from the port and it was now in the middle of an endless ocean. No matter in which direction he flew,
there was no shore to find with his finite energy, so he invariably returned to the mast of the ship, to try another
direction after resting, only to return to the mast in utter failure. Where can he go, O, Lord, asks the Azhvar
rhetorically! His only choice is to surrender to the ship. “I too am in a similar boat (metaphorically), Swamin!”
he says. “engup poi uygEn un iNai aDiyE aDaiyal allAl” -- Where will I go, Swamin, other than surrendering at
your two holy feet? “engum poi karai kANAdu eri kaDal vAi mEENDEyum vangattin koombErum mApparavai
ponREne” – Like the bird that couldn’t find a shore no matter where he went across the waves-filled ocean
and always returned to the mast of the ship! What a beautiful analogy! This decad goes on to give many more
beautiful analogies, nine in all, all emphasizing the same notion: When I’m tested, I have nowhere else to go
but surrender at Your feet. Like the river that always seeks the ocean, like the lotus that always seeks the sun,
like the patient who always seeks a surgeon despite his sharp knife, like a baby that always seeks her mother’s
grace even when she has spurned her, etc. Very heart-touching analogies! The Azhvars were saints, for sure,
but their poetic genius impresses us as much as their spirituality!
Sri Vaishnavism paints “mahA vishvAsam” – unshakable faith in God as a key ingredient of Sharanaagati,
surrender to Him. When Draupadi was being disrobed by a scoundrel, she apparently let go of her saree,
placing full faith in Krishna. The famous Lady of Thirukkolur, a legendary figure in Sri Vaishnavism, says selfdeprecatingly, “iru kaiyum viTTEnO draupadiyai pOlE?” – Did I let go of it with both of my hands as Draupadi
did? Did I demonstrate mahA vishvAsam as she did? (The implied answer is, no!)
Will we demonstrate our mahA vishvAsam even in the face of adversity? Lord Krishna may not rescue us
as dramatically as He did Draupadi, but any unmitigated sufferings accrue not to our soul but only to its
embodiment. May that knowledge comfort us! By surrendering to Him, may the true “we”, the soul, proceed
to moksha unsullied by this life!
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Significance of Chanting Mantras
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Practical Benefits of Chanting of Mantras
Tanvi Popuri

If a person is compared to a flower, then chanting would be the nectar or anthesis that (opening of a bud into
a flower) calls God towards us and opens up our inner mind. Chanting a mantra is the process of moving
closer to the Lord while enhancing concentration and purity all at once. The significance in this action is that
it spreads positivity and tranquility, improves our health physically and mentally, and also builds a way for
spiritual enlightenment.
We all search for positivity around us, but never realize that it is within us. Chanting mantras can help us
recharge and release the negative thoughts from our minds. According to the “Times of India”, a recent study
showed that chanting ‘Om’ helped decrease the heart rate and stress levels of many citizens. They also say
that meditators are considered to be the world’s happiest people because they transform themselves to be
more creative, focused, and motivated through the recitation of mantras. This proves that anxiety, sorrow,
and uncertainty can all be reduced with the help of chanting. In Sanskrit, the word mantra literally means ‘a
sacred charm’ which is the reason it has the power to reveal our inner strengths and invoke the benefits that
can change our lives for the better.
The next reason chanting mantras are significant is that the action improves our physical and mental health
in many ways. The “EOC Institute” that conducts wide research on the mental effects of Mantra, states that
both meditation and recitation result in longevity, finer sleep, healthier lungs, and weight loss. These physical
benefits result in a healthier and active body that we all wish for. To continue, the action of chanting allows the
mind to get upgraded which presents us with better memory, concentration, IQ, and creativity. The relaxation
that our bodies get from chanting sharpens the brain, increasing clarity and attentiveness. Based on scientists’
research, our brains start to create new neurons with the help of chanting, boosting us to the next level with
their cognitive functions and memory storage. We should all utilize this beautiful opportunity to give back to
our immunity and brain by enhancing them which is made possible only with the help of mantras.
Finally, spiritual enlightenment can occur with the help of chanting mantras. The utterance of a mantra is proven
to energize the body and reach the subconscious and unconscious mind. This way, our mind is centered which
leads us to self-realization, inner harmony, and the healing of our thoughts and soul. Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev
declares that repeating these syllables while knowing their meaning can “open up a different dimension of
life within us”. We also develop intuitions from our subconscious mind and that particular sense comes from
our soul which can be changed for the better by reciting mantras. The positivity that arrives from mantras can
transform our brains to think optimistically and makes us strong enough to improve any situation. When our
positivity grows, our happiness and energy automatically increase, and when that happens, our inner thoughts
also tend to change. Chanting acts as the wind that moves away the cloud of ignorance and negativity from
our minds leading us toward the bright spiritual awakening and success.
Fal Rana once expressed that “Mantra chanting is therapeutic. It energizes the body, purifies the mind and
cleans the soul”. The significance of saying mantras is that it guides our soul and mind into the right direction
towards our goals and the Lord. We should all take advantage of the ripe fruits that branch off the tree of
chanting and should start planting seeds so that our next generation can also benefit from it.
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The Mechanics of Mantras
Dr. R. Narayanaswami

What is Mantra?
Mantra is a Sanskrit word with meaning explained in Sanskrit as ‘mananāt trāyate iti mantrah’, with the English
meaning of ‘because it protects (the person chanting) by (his) mind, it is named as mantra’. The meaning also
implies that the ‘mantra’ has a power, spiritual and psychological (mind-based and prana or breath-based)
because mantras can be defined as power to protect only if mantra has some power that is ‘transferable to’ or
‘receivable by’ the person chanting the mantra or listening with sincerity to the mantra.
The Veda mantras are in one of 3 types: Rik, Yajus and Saman. Riks are poetic verses, each set to a meter (or
Chandas). Yajus are prose Mantras. Saman is mostly Rik mantra ‘sung’ in specified tunes, such singing being
known as ‘Saman’ form of singing.
Location of the Mantras:
Rig Veda (RV) Mandala 1, Sukta 164, and Mantra #39 (1.164.39) states that the abode of all RV Mantras is a
special world or plane of consciousness known as paramē vyōman or supreme station (special non-physical
world as explained below).
Each Mantra is endowed with the power of one or more devas (and the power of the Rishi to whom the Veda
Mantra was revealed). No human being can create a Mantra.
Power of Mantra
The essential power of the Mantra is to make us see the world or thought beyond our senses. This contact
with the supra-physical world endows the person who sees with a certain power the intensity of which varies
from person to person.
Sri Aurobindo on Mantra (see page 5, Ref. 1): “The mantra can, not only create new subjective states in
ourselves, alter our physical being, reveal knowledge and faculties we did not possess before, can not only
produce similar results in other minds than that of the user, but also can produce vibrations in the mental and
vital atmosphere which result in effects, in actions and even in production of material forms on the physical
plane”.
Chandas or Meter of a Rik Mantra:
Every Rig Veda Mantra or Rik has a ‘chandas’ (Sanskrit word defined as ‘chadayati iti chandas’, means that
‘chandas’ covers or clothes the mantra). Chandas helps to set the chanting form or format of the mantra. Each
chandas or meter has a precise number of syllables.
How does the Rishi receive Mantra from the Supreme Station?
Men of wisdom in those early times used to reflect on the things that they saw around them in the Universe
and used to continuously meditate to understand the secrets of life. As the meditation practice continued and
intensified, they used to reach super-conscious states during meditations. While in super-conscious state,
they ‘heard’ revelations of a mantra or collections of mantras.
The mantras revealed to the Rishis (or seen by the Rishis) do not contain any mental or intellectual power of
the Rishi.
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Inviting ‘devas’ into person’s beings by chanting the Veda Mantras: Divinization, All-round perfection and rise
in consciousness levels:
Human beings can achieve harmony and all-round perfection by divinizing or spiritualizing all their daily activities.
The Vedas state, furthermore, that the devas, with names such as Agni, Indra, Vayu, Surya, Saraswathi and
so on. including the Supreme One, are ready to help all human beings to spiritualize their daily activities if the
human beings seek such help.
When a human being prays for the help of a cosmic power, that power responds and places an emanation
within the human being. The action of placing an emanation in the aspirant is described metaphorically as the
birth of the deva or God as a child in the human being. This child could, and would, grow indicating that the
power of the God grows within and helps the human being in his/her journey. The human being receives full
psychological powers of the deva. Human being becomes divinized, and all tasks attempted by the human
being reach all-round perfection. Human being also rises in consciousness levels. And eventually in this birth
or after many births, the human being rises to the consciousness levels of ‘parame vyoman’ or supreme
station’ and attains immortality.
Conclusion:
By leading a dharmic life, by chanting the Veda Mantras for the ‘devas’ and leading a divinized life, all the while
pursuing one’s professional interests and work of one’s choice and leading a happy and joyful life enjoying
all life’s pleasures, one can rise in consciousness levels and eventually attain immortality. Chanting the Veda
Mantras thus ensures all-round perfection in one’s tasks as well as attainment of life’s goals of immortality and
a place in ‘parame vyoamn’ where the Supreme Person (or Spirit) lives.
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The Significance / Symbolism of Adi Guru
Dakshinamurthy - Dakshinamurthy Mantra
By: Kamala Shankar

Om Namo Bhagavathe Dakshinamurthaye
Mahyam Medhaam Pradnyaam Prayaccha Swaha
Meaning :
We say that Sri Dakshinamurthy has an enormous, unlimited,
and infinite source of knowledge, and bow to his divinity. We
ask for “Medhaa”, i.e. knowledge, and “pradnyaa” i.e. wisdom.
When we say swaha we are offering ourselves.
Benefits of chanting Dakshinmurthy Moola Mantra are many,
including overcoming obstacles in education, increasing in
intelligence, negating ill effects of Pitru dosha and Navagraha
dosha.
In the Livermore Shiva-Vishnu Temple as we do pradakshinams
and walk behind the Ganesha sanctum, we can see the
wonderful idol( koshta vigraha) of Sri Dakshinamurthy on the
side wall of Shiva sanctum. I like to spend more time in front of
this idol because I am amazed at the calmness and symbolism
of this beautiful Vigraha/Idol. Adi means first or original. Guru is
a Sanskrit word that means remover of darkness or ignorance.
Guru is commonly seen as a teacher who imparts information
and educates in various fields such as mathematics, science,
art, music, etc. However, it is the ultimate Guru who imparts
the spiritual seeker with the knowledge of Brahman and understanding of oneself. Dakshnamurthy is usually
seen sitting under a banyan tree in meditation with chin mudra. The Vat or banyan tree is one of the most
venerated trees in India. It can live and grow for centuries and is often compared to the shelter given by
God to his devotees. We commonly see konda kadalai /chana (garbanzo) malai and rudraksham on this
idol. On Thursday’s, devotees bring this mala to adorn the idol. Dakshinamurthy means south facing idol.
Another explanation is that Dakshinamurthy is an efficient communicator even in silence, a karunamurthy and
is the formless Nirguna Brahman.
Dakshinamurthy is an important form of Lord Shiva sitting with a bright glow and gentle blissful smile This
form is given for worship and meditation. He is shown as seated with his right foot on mythical dwarf demon
apasmara (a demon representing ignorance) and his left foot lies folded on his lap. Dakshinamurthy deity
is seated in yogic meditation facing south direction, front hands in Cin and varada mudra and teaching. Cin
mudra a symbol of knowledge and wisdom. The thumb denotes the God or Brahman, and the index finger
denotes the man or ego. The other three fingers stand for the three impurities: arrogance/physical; illusion/
subtle; and the past bad deeds/casual. In Cin Mudra hands rest on the knees as they face the sky. Cin Mudra is
purifying and relieves the mind from negativity and its effects can also be seen in the Physical wellbeing. Back
hand may have an akshamala and fire/snake. Dakshinamurthy has conquered the god of death, Yama and so
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south facing. Other forms of depiction of Dakshinamurthy are he is standing seen carrying a veena, another
form on vrishabavahana. He is noted to be sitting on deer skin or tiger skin.
Young Guru with older students: At the base of a banyan tree older learned students are seated in front of the
Young Guru. The Guru is silent, and this profound silence is His demonstration of the Highest Knowledge,
removing doubts spontaneously from the minds of the Disciples. Adi Guru, Dakshinamurthy, is the spiritual
guide who dispels the darkness of ignorance and enlightens the minds of truth seekers. The teachings of
Lord Dakshinamurthy are associated with yoga, music, and meditation. Ultimately, the Supreme Guru is not
just a teacher of physical knowledge but innate spiritual knowledge or atma gyana,. ‘Dakshinamurthi’ is said
to be a Guru of Brahma Vidya about the self. He is described as Brahman. He is referred to as Buddhi in
everyone to facilitate an understanding of the nondual Brahman and attain moksha. Adisankara explains in
Dakshinamurthy storam what ignorance is, what is illusion, how one can get free from the worldly attachments
along with a path to attain moksha. This work can be considered the essence of all Upanishads and Vedanta.
I give my salutations and prayers to Sri Dakshinamurthy as a Parama-Guru.
Concluding prayer
Gurave Sarvalokanam Bhishaje Bhavaroginam
Nithye Sarvadhiyanaam Dakshina Moorthaye Namaha
Means Guru of the entire world, who can ward off worst disease (like ignorance), who Is a Storehouse of
knowledge, I pray to you the Swami facing south.
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Saundarya Lahari -sloka 27
Kalpakam and S. Srinivasan

Saundarya Lahari composed by Adi Sankara is a mantra shastra useful to alleviate all kinds of physical, mental,
emotional, and spiritual suffering through Devi worship. Devi, who manifests in the form of Tripura Sundari,
is worshipped in both intrinsic and extrinsic forms. In intrinsic form, Shiva along with Shakti is worshipped
in various centers/ chakras in the human body. In extrinsic form, shakti is worshipped using “Sri chakra”.
Worship requires single pointed mind, pure heart, constant attitude of surrender, and balanced intellect (budhi)
to avoid the mind from being blocked by experience. Mind blocks the experience due to its rigid habits. Mind
is considered as matter, and it is influenced by time and space; awareness, on the other hand, is not matter
and is therefore free of time and space. Mind linked with pure awareness can move without restriction of time
and space. The inward state of Shakti is Shiva, and the projection of Shiva is Shakti. This inward and outward
projections continue endlessly. Shakti (energy) holds Shiva (consciousness) in matter and saturates ?? with
awareness or Shiva manifests into form through Shakti. Shakti is omnipresent and is displayed in all events.
According to modern science, higher forms of energy – mental, emotional, and spiritual- relate to creation of
matter. The fact that human thoughts manifest into matter at will was confirmed in quantum physics and by
“rishis”, scientists of old days. This happens through the power of Shakti. “Nothing happens until something
moves”- Albert Einstein.
The supreme reality has been described as Satyam (truth), Shivam (auspiciousness), and Sundaram (beauty).
The former two are imperceptible but can be experienced while Sundaram is both perceptible and experienced.
Divinity is within everyone, and one must have an awakened state of mind to experience it.
The 27th slokam “japo jalpaha” in the Saundarya Lahari is about Atma samarpanam or complete self-surrender.
japo jalpaḥ śilpaṃ sakalamapi mudrāviracanā
gatiḥ prādakṣiṇya-kramaṇa-maśanādyā huti-vidhiḥ | praṇāmaḥ saṃveśaḥ sukhamakhila-mātmārpaṇa-dṛśā
saparyā paryāya-stava bhavatu yanme vilasitam
The devotee prays to Devi – “Let my speech also become my japa. Let any action of mine by movement of
hands become one of your mudras, let my walking movements become circumambulation for you, let my
eating and drinking become fire oblations for you, let my lying down become prostrations to you and let all
my enjoyments become my surrender to You. Let all of these actions of mine become part of Your worship”.
Shakti is the source of creation, and it is her compassion and mercy that can redeem a human being. One
must consider everything in life as a gift from her and feel indebted to her. Once this realization comes, every
action is considered worship of her. At the behest of cosmic energy (Shakti), all actions take place. The feeling
that every thought, word, and deed is an act of worship of divinity is the epitome of life’s experiences. This
atma samarpanam or total surrender to Devi results in ananda (bliss) which can sublimate consciousness to
greatest heights.
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Sri Rudram, a Vedic Vision of Ishvara
Vijay Kapoor

Sri Rudram is well-known as a Vedic prayer to Ishvara as Rudra, is both a protector and a chastiser. It helps
us to appreciate both the total cosmos (आधिभौतिक) as well as the individual’s place (आध्यात्मिक) in it. Take the
6th verse: असौ यस्ताम्रो अरुण उत बभ्रुः सुमङ्गलः It means this visible sun, representing direct blessings of Ishvara,
has 3 shades as it travels during the day – reddish color at sunrise, a light red during the day and golden hue
at sunset. A question arises: How can Ishvara, as one person, appear differently? The answer is that it is just
as a woman as a single person may be viewed as a mother, a software engineer or as a wife, invoking different
relationships and functions.
Similarly, the 3 shades of the sun represent the 3 aspects of Ishvara, to be viewed by spiritual aspirants. One:
निर्गुण निराकार (free of qualities and formless). Two: सगुण निराकार (with qualities but formless). Three: सगुण साकार
(endowed with specific qualities).
Appreciation of निर्गुण निराकार is the highest form of spiritual achievement, where one’s sense of individuality
‘dissolves’ into the total, much like the sense of waviness into its underlying water, the common substance
of the entire ocean. One sees Ishvara as one’s own awareness, pure, formless, the essence of beingness and
fullness. Mahatmas point out that in fact this direct vision of Ishvara can only be possible as one’s own self.
This is like even though one sees the presence of sunlight at all places during the day, but if one wishes to see
the sun directly (साक्षात्), that is only possible if it’s light directly strikes one’s eyes. However, this direct vision
of Ishvara can only be achieved with a commitment to inquiry, understanding and purity of one’s heart. Without
that, one only sees darkness and loneliness in one’s own self.
A steppingstone to achieving the above is through looking at Ishvara as सगुण निराकार. Here Ishvara is seen as
accompanied by maya shakti, as ‘सकलकल्याणगुणसंपन्नः’, endowed with the ability to give appropriate results
to each and every one, being the regulator and protector of everyone (एष सर्वेश्वर एषोन्तर्यामी), and in fact
the आत्मा, self of each living being. To appreciate this aspect of Ishvara, formless but ever present, is to be
prayerful (उपासना) to Ishvara. The basic principle of prayers is whatever qualities of the worshipped person one
appreciates with devotion, those qualities, over time, are imbibed by the उपासक, the one prays. As an example,
if one sees that the self in others is the same self in me (परमात्मा), one’s attitude toward the world undergoes a
beneficial transformation.
A beginning step to achieving the above is to view Ishvara formfully as Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha, Lakshmi,
Dakshinamurti, Rama, etc. Here, viewing them as personal devatas (इष्ट देवता) is a good start. This may involve
prayers at home or temples, or pilgrimages to holy places such as Badrinath. However, even at this stage in
one’s spiritual development, viewing each devata as an aspect of Ishvara alone should not be forgotten. Just
as I alone am in each of my various limbs – hands, eyes, thoughts, knowledge – similarly the entire cosmos is
an expression of just one person, Ishvara. So, Ganesha should be seen as a power of Ishvara alone, not as a
separate devata. In that form, Ganesha represents wisdom and removal of obstacles. In this sense the Vedic
vision is unique. It is neither a single Deva, as in Christianity, nor in separate devatas, but a vision of unity
despite diversity.
Chanting Sri Rudram is beneficial. Understanding its vision is far more so.
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Karma Yoga

Krishna Kumar Pillalamarri

While the subject of Karma Yoga is vast, I will attempt to present a simple, yet elegant view of a Karma Yogi
and his goals based on Bhagavadgita Chapter 3. Krishna Bhagawan addresses Arjuna’s question directly on
the goal of yoga, and explains it as Brahman, or the ultimate reality. This can be reached by human beings in
two distinct ways: Jnaana Yoga and Karma Yoga. Jnaana yoga is the study and experiential understanding
of Brahman through knowledge, which is possible only for a few. Karma yoga, on the other hand, is the most
suitable approach for most people due to its practicality.
Bhagawan Krishna explains that everyone is always performing some type of karma or Yajna (action ordained
by Vedas). However, in order to become a karma yogi, one must become completely detached from the
doership itself as well as the fruits of that karma. For a lay person, the karma yogi appears ordinary, going
about doing his daily chores. The difference, however, is that a Karma Yogi does each action with an avowed
disinterest in both the action and the result. This does not mean Karma Yogi performs actions imperfectly.
In reality, Karma Yoga is possible only when the practitioner is involved hundred percent leaving no room to
contemplate about the results. He keeps his ‘manas’ and ‘buddhi’ free from attachment to the work and its
results. In order to succeed in his endeavor, the saadhaka or the practitioner needs to still his mind, which is
the source of all disturbance. The mind, or more accurately manas, constantly presents the practitioner with
many attractive results of action all the time, with various options occurring because of the memories/affinities
from previous births or from this life. Buddhi, based on the samskara it has, selects one of the options that
mind presents. Or it may overrule the manas based on enlightenment. Therefore, Karma Yoga is about using
steady buddhi in restraining the vacillatory nature of the manas thereby distancing oneself firmly from the fruits
of the karma.
A karma yogi, based on intense practice (saadhana), realizes that karma is done by the five karmendriyas,
manas and buddhi. But these are not attached to Atma, the true self, and the body along with karma/jnaana
indriyas is host to Atma. When one experientially realizes that atma is one’s true identity and is devoid of any
reference to the body, one becomes a Karma Yogi. He is neither trying to attain swarga nor is worried about
naraka.
A karma yogi then is a person who has attained this ability to view the body as separate from the true self,
Atma. Such Karma Yoga becomes a stepping stone to Jnaana Yoga and leads the practitioner to salvation or
Moksha. There are multiple examples of Karma yogis in Puranas and Itihasas, like, Janaka Maharaja.
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Dhyan Yoga
Dr. Padmini Ravindran

The Dhyan Yogi is an ascetic who is ever free, who having shut out the outward contacts, sits with his gaze
fixed between the brows, concentrating on his breath, his senses, mind and reason held in check, rid of
longing, anguish and fear, intent on Freedom. The Dhyan Yoga of the Gita is the study of the purity of the mind.
One who has conquered himself and rests in perfect calm, the self completely composed in cold and heat,
pleasure and pain, and in joy and sorrow. One who is filled with wisdom and discriminative knowledge, who is
firm as a rock, who has mastered his senses and to whom a cloud of earth, a stone, and gold are the same,
is a Dhyan Yogi.
The Dhyan Yogi meditates for the sake of self-purification-, keeping oneself steady, holding the trunk, the neck
and the head steady fixing his gaze on the tip of his nose. Such a Dhyan Yogi is tranquil in spirit, free from fear
and all thoughts concentered on God who is pure Consciousness. One initiates Dhyan Yoga with a controlled
mind, invites oneself to the Atman and wins the Peace which culminates in Nirvana.
Yoga is not for the one who eats too much nor for the one who fasts too much. Neither is it for the one who
sleeps too much nor for the one who is wakeful. Dhyan Yoga is for the one who is disciplined in food and
recreation. Dhyan Yoga shakes oneself completely of all longings born out of selfish ends. The Dhyan Yogi who
meditates with focus and concentration looks at everyone with an impartial eye seeing the Atman in all beings
and all beings in the Atman.
Never does one enjoy freedom from action by not undertaking action, nor does one attain freedom by mere
renunciation of action. Freedom from action is freedom from the bondage of action. The bondage of action
is the bondage of Sansara, the cycle of death and birth. Every action of ours has a consequence. The
consequence in one case will be the bondage of Sansara and in another case will be the freedom from it. All
creation means the disturbance of the equilibrium of the three gunas and hence the existence of a created
object necessarily presupposes activity of some kind. The state of all of us before our birth is unmanifest,
after birth is manifest and again after death is unmanifest. There is none who is governed exclusively by one
of the three gunas, Satwa, Rajas or Tamas. We have to strive to rise to a state in which we are grounded
predominantly by the Satwa Principle.
A Dhyan Yogi performs all obligatory actions without depending on or anticipating any fruits of those actions.
Such a human disciplines the mind and renounces selfish purposes. One who has purged oneself of all
impurities and has achieved even mindedness will easily achieve the self-realization. A day dreamer may roam
over the whole world only with the mind, an insane or intoxicated person may act with the body, an intellectual
prodigy may act only with the intellect and a child may act only with the senses b, but in every case that was
discussed the detachment is not a conscious act but an accidental withdrawal of the self from each of the
agents viz. mind, body, intellect and the senses. But the Dhyan Yogi withdraws the self with full knowledge
from all the operations and achieves the repose of the dreamer, the freedom of the insane, the absorption of
the prodigy and the innocence of the child.

134

Atithi Dhevo Bhava
May the guest transform into God

K. Subramanian, Sudhindra Goutam Vedanti & Srikali Goutam Varanasi

One of the often-quoted Sutras from the Taittireeya Upanishad states: Mathru Dhevo Bhava; Pithru Dhevo
Bhava; Acharya Dhevo Bhava; Aththi Dhevo Bhava (your mother, father, teacher and guest exist as your God).
This statement is often used to teach the basic moral principles. This injunction can be followed merely as
being respectful to our parents, elders, teachers and guests. This can be thought of as Karma Yoga (The
practice of self-control through action).
At times our reflective mind asks: “Why treat the parents, teachers and guests as God? After all, they are also
human beings like the rest of us? Also, why this special place for the guests?” It is this curiosity to learn and
understand that is the basis of Jnana Yoga (The practice of self-control through reflection, knowledge and
understanding).
Sanskrit language is unique in that any single word like “Bhava” can convey several messages. Two among
them are: “exist” or
“remain as” and “become” or “transform into”. Hence the above injunction can
also be understood as “your mother, father, teacher and guest transform into God; become aware of this
transformation”!
The guest is one who is part of your life today and may not be part of your life tomorrow. Another guest may
be part of your life tomorrow but not envisioned today! Can you see the seamless existence of the same entity
in all that is past, present and the future? Then you have a clear vision of God! In other words, the abstraction
of God can be visualized through the many real entities (i.e.) the parents, teacher and guests - all representing
the past, present and future.
The word “atithi” (guest) means “a = not, tithi = day/time”, roughly translated as the person who comes without
announcing the date/time or without giving advance notice. So “atithi” is not just any guest; it is a guest who
comes when you are not expecting his arrival. While it might sound odd for someone to show up without
appointment, reflect on this from the point of view of such a visitor. Who would want to show up without an
appointment? Someone in real need who genuinely believes that you are capable of meeting such need and is
also certain that you will meet the need willingly and without hesitation. Someone who knows you well enough
to believe that you will recognize him/her and hence willing to go out of the way to receive him when he shows
up at your doorstep, without prior discussion, reservation and confirmation? Rare indeed are such individuals.
But, to the extent you can view all your guests with such a mindset, Godliness (Divinity) permeates in your
thoughts and deeds.
Can you shed all self-imposed constraints and show up at someone’s doorstep unannounced? This calls for
a genuine faith that you will be accepted. It also calls for a faith that your actions and behavior in the present
are not tainted by the experience from the past and that the arms of the host will be equally open without
reservations. These are not hypothetical descriptions. When an individual and all his/her connections are truly
unattached and actively engaged in the welfare of each other, the true meaning of guest (Athithi) is realized.
May your next gathering be a means for such reflection and fostering the spirit of Athithi Dhevo Bhava in
everyone!
Attachments of one kind or the other inhibits us from doing what is right for the moment. We postpone or
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procrastinate what we wish to do now for a future time and date. Uncertainty of possible future needs prevent
us from sharing what we have today for genuine and well-identified needs. The joy and a genuine internal
happiness of helping others in their need is lost through such attachments and indecisions. To minimize such
possibilities, we have traditions such as Puja or worship services for the chosen deity.
Every Puja is an exercise to practice the concept of Athithi Dhevo Bhava. In every Puja and in its parts,
we observe nearly the same process leading up to the transformation of the guest into God (Athithi Dhevo
Bhava). In ancient India, atithi-satkara (hospitality to a guest) was considered as a yajna. The concept of the
statement “atithi devo bhava” can be found in multiple instances in itihasas (historical literature), puranas,
and other ancient literatures. Notable examples are stories of Sudhama/Krishna, Rama/Sabari, Dasharatha/
Vishwamitra, Ambarisha/Durvasa, Pandavas/Durvasa, and many others. In each case, the host and guest
display utmost dignity and those meetings serve a great purpose. In skAnda purANa, chapter 186, the complete
process of how to treat a guest has been laid out in detail. In Bhagavatam, Maharshi Shuka comes as a guest
and teaches the bhagavat-tattva to King Parikshit. Most times, in our purnana stories, these unexpected
guests serve a Divine purpose, and bring loka kalyanam (welfare of the Universe) with their presence.
The “atithi” or guest is treated with ShoDashopachAra-s (16 upachArA-s means 16 services or acts of homage).
These services include offering water to wash the feet, providing water to drink or for a bath, handing out
flowers, sandalwood paste, a fresh pair of clothes, food etc. This practice was later adopted for the Gods as
well during the pUja (worship) process, which is followed to this day by the devotees who perform this ritual
during their daily/periodic worship of their personal deity. The concept of ShoDashopachAra-s did not exist
during vedic times. In vedic times, the main worship was through “yagna” or “homa” by offering oblations into
the fire. Treating mother, father, teacher, and guest as God was a yagna. These rules were formed to elevate a
person (host) in their svAdhyAya (self-study) and spiritual sAdhana (practice and exploration).
During this moment of Puja, the guest transforms into God (Athithi Dhevo Bhava). God is an entity in which we
seek protection and comfort. God is also an entity that symbolizes the best of the ideals one seeks to be. God
is also the representation of anything conceivable (and beyond conception) of which each of us is a minuscular
part. The Puja transcends through these levels of understanding of the God, first by seeking the blessings, then
seeking guidance for the best one can be and ultimately into a state of surrender recognizing the unification of
the self with the larger order - Thath Thwam Asi (You and the universe are integral in each other).
At this point the true wisdom of Vedic Philosophy is realized (i.e.) Everything exists merely enabled by and
as a reflection of the infinite, eternal, intangible laws of nature, visible only through their effect. This universal
presence (Brahman) is the true knowledge. Sarvam Brahma Mayam. Such knowledge is to be inferred and
cannot be seen or transferred in any other fashion. It is the transformation. To reinforce this the following verse
from Kathopanishad is chanted at the end of the Puja, as part of the offering of the light (Deepa Aradhana):
न तत्र सूर्यो भाति न चन्द्रतारकं नेमा विद्युतो भान्ति कुतोऽयमग्निः।
तमेव भान्तमनुभाति सर्वं तस्य भासा सर्वमिदं विभाति॥
The sun does not furnish the light there, or the moon or the stars, or these flashes of lightning
in the cloud, how can the light of this fire illuminate thy light? The SELF (Brahman) shines and all else shine as
a result. Everything in the universe reflects but That light. 5.15.
This Upanishad related statement depicts the need for utmost warmth and hospitality to be given to guests.
The arrival of a guest is viewed as a time for happiness akin to a festival and a celebration. Even though this
culture of welcoming unannounced guests has been replaced by visiting only with appointments, we hope to
witness the revival of this culture due to increased awareness of upanishad related texts.
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Divine Flowers and Plants in Ayurveda
- Pradnya Umrani

Plants and flowers are integral part of
Ayurveda. According to Ayurveda everything
in nature has power to heal if used in the
right context. Plants as a whole or part play a
huge role in healing humans and preventing
diseases.
Flowers and plants are a symbol of prosperity,
happiness and are integral part of the Puja.
The heavenly fragrance of the flowers and
plants creates pleasant and auspicious
value to the puja. There are specific flowers
for each deity as each flower type has its
own special energies. The flowers that are
offered to deities should be fresh and in its
best form for it to radiate the most positive energies. Each of these special flowers have immense power to
attract pavitraks (most subtle particles) of specific deities.
The word Puja is a combination of pu and ja, pu means pushpam and ja –means jalam or japa . Throughout India
sacred flowers and leaves are offered to various gods and goddesses. The worship to gods and goddesses
is incomplete without offering their favorite flower. Plants and flowers are sacred and have medicinal values.
Japa (English: Hibiscus, Botanical Name: Hibiscus Rosa-Sinesis) is medicinally used in Leucorrhea, Insomnia,
Urinary diseases, psychiatric ailments, hair fall, dandruff, boils, cough, etc.
Japa is Lord Ganesha’s favorite flower.
Palasa (English: Flame of the forest; Botanical Name: Butea monosperma), stem bark, flowers, seeds, gum
are medicinally used in menstrual irregularities, Intestinal worms, Piles, skin discoloration, nasal congestion,
irritable bowel syndrome, etc.
Palasha flower is goddess Sarswati’s favorite flower.
Kamala (English: Lotus; Botanical Name: Nelumbo Nucifera Grertn), whole plant (mainly flowers, seeds, tubers)
and stamens are medicinally used in thirst disorder, burning, diabetes, fever, burning micturition, snake bites,
diarrhea, bleeding piles, hypertension, hyper pigmentation, etc.
Lotus is goddess Lakshmi’s favorite flower. Lotus is offered to goddess Lakshmi, Surya devata, etc. White
lotus is offered to goddess Sarswati, Lord Shiva, Lord Brahma, etc.
Taruni (English: Rose; Botanical Name: Rosa Indica Linn./Rosa Centifolia Linn.), flowers are medicinally used
in burning, bleeding disorder, heart disorder, obstruction/constipation, etc.
Rose is offered to Lord Ganesha, Goddess Lakshmi, etc.
Vilva/Bilva (English: Bengal quince, Bael fruit/leaf; Botanical Name: Aegel marmelos), fruits, leaves, and root
are medicinally used in diabetes, Intestinal worms, piles, constipation, chronic diarrhea, jaundice, mouth
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ulcers, etc.
Leaves (bilvapatra) and fruits are used to worship Lord Shiva.
Tambula/Nagavalli (English: The Betel leaf; Botanical Name: Piper betle Linn), leaves are medicinally used
as an anthelmintic, aphrodisiac. It is used in anorexia, dyspepsia, wound, burns, sore throat, bad breath and
intestinal worms.
Betel leaves and nuts are offered to many god and goddesses but especially offered to Lord Vishnu.
Arka (English: Madar; Botanical Name: Calotropis gigantea/procera) leaves medicinally used to relieve pain,
swelling. It is used for wound healing, skin disorder, hemorrhoids, parasites, itching, spleen disorder, eye
disorder, etc. Latex is used on boil or scorpion sting wound to relieve pain.
Arka means to be worshipped. It is Lord Shiva’s favorite flower and also used to worship god Hanuman while
leaves are used to worship
god Ganapati, Haritalika, etc.
Durva (cynodon dactylone) has cooling effect on the body. Durva is used medicinally for urinary diseases, skin
diseases like scabies, eczema, ring worm, urticarial, etc, blood disorders, thirst, burning, herpes, etc.
Durva is offered to Lord Ganesha
Jhendu (English: Marigold; Botanical Name: Tagetus erecta Linn.), flowers and leaves are medicinally used for
ear ache, bleeding hemorrhoids, menorrhea, bleeding disorder, fever, etc.
Marigold is offered to Lord Ganesh, goddess Lakshmi.
Campaka (English: Golden Champa; Botanical Name: Michelia Champaka Linn). The bark of Campaka is
medicinally used in excessive urination.
Camapaka is offered to Lord Ganesha, Goddesse Parvati, Lord Vishnu, etc.
Parijata (English: Night Jasmine or Coral Jasmine; Botanical Name: Nyctanthes arbortristis Linn.) the leaf and
stem bark are medicinally used for joint pain, sciatica, and rheumatoid arthritis, etc.
Parijata is Lord Vishnu’s favorite flower and is also offered to Lord Krishna, Goddess Lakshmi.
Yuthika (English: Jasmine; Botanical Name: Jasminium Auriculatum Vahl), root is medicinally used for skin
diseases, urinary disorders, urinary stone, etc.
Jasmine is offered to Lord Ganesha.Lord Vishnu, Lord Dattatreya, etc.
Tulasi (English: Indian Basil/Sacred Basil/Holy Basil; Botanical Name: Ocimum Sanctum Linn.), leaf, root, and
seeds are medicinally used for hiccup, cough, breathing difficulty, toxins, fever, parasites, etc.
Tulasi is Lord Krishna’s favorite and also offered to Lord Vishnu, Lord Hanuman, etc.
Kadamba (Botanical Name: Anthocephalus Indicus), stem, bark, and fruit are medicinally used for swelling,
cough, wounds, etc. Kadamba is offered to Lord Krishna, Lord Vishnu, etc.
Tagara (English: Indian Valerian; Botanical Name: Valeriana Wallichii), root is medicinally used for Epilepsy,
Insomnia, Eye diseases, headache, etc.
Tagar is offered to Lord Brahma.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Nandakumar D Seyyampallyam, Shobana Nandakumar, Niranjan Nandakumar

We, the Nandakumars, as a family, strongly believe that donating to causes you care about not only benefit
the charities, organizations, and the people in need, it also has a very positive effect on your own lives. Being
a part of this Maha Kumabhishekam 2022 is one such magnificent opportunity to show your at most gratitude
to the Almighty.
Our family’s personal attachment to Livermore temple started more than a decade ago. There are many reasons
that draw us to the Livermore temple. Some of reasons are the knowledgeable priests who are always willing to
help the devotees in understanding and performing the rituals, the shraddha with which poojas, homams, etc
are performed preserving our age-old traditions, the amazing family of volunteers who give up their personal
time to help this organization in every which way they can, and a fantastic place where our precious culture is
protected and nurtured for all future generations.  
“Being able to donate to organizations like our Livermore temple definitely helps you as a person to achieve a
greater sense of personal satisfaction and spiritual growth. Namaskaram.”
- The Nandakumars.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka
Dear HCCC Volunteers,
The phenomenal success of any event at HCCC is a reflection of the ever increasing dedication and enthusiasm
of HCCC’s volunteers towards every cause. The 2022 Maha Kumbhabhishekam would not have been possible
without the help of every single one of you. Thank you for your passionate efforts and investing your precious
time into making this event a success.
At the core of HCCC lie the volunteers who work tirelessly in the background to accomplish all of the tasks at
hand. In a project of this magnitude, a lot goes on behind the scenes, and we want to recognize you all for your
meticulous efforts because no volunteer’s effort towards the temples goes unseen or unheard.
We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you from the bottom of our hearts to all the HCCC volunteers
for your countless hours of effort and love for our temple and community.
Thank You.
- Anonymous Donor
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Kalyanasundaram Venkateswaran and Shyamala Venkateswaran
Swapna Venkateswaran and Wade Furman
Nitya Venkateswaran and Richard Everhart
Anuradha Venkateswaran and Tomas O’Sullivan
We have been blessed and fortunate to have been the founding members of this great institution of ours HCCC
and have been dedicating ourselves both volunteering and financially from 1977. Our children have grownup
with HCCC and remember placing brick by brick. Building is one challenge but maintaining it is the greater
challenge. After seeing the Gold plated Dwjhasthambas at many temples in Tamil Nadu our vision was to give
our temple this majestic look. This is what prompted us to make this donation to upgrade the brass plated
Dwjhasthamba to Gold plated Dwajhastahmaba. We feel blessed to have been able to give a small token as
a part of the beautification process.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka
HCCC thanks the Akella family for their generous contributions
towards the MKA 2022 event.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka
Dedicated to HCCC volunteers for their tireless efforts
and contributions.
- By Jayachandra B Avula & Family
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Sadhika, Chaitanya, Padmaja and Srinivasa Malladi

Namaskaram everyone.
Living in the Bay Area for 29+ years, our family is very happy and fortunate to be a tiny part of the temple
legacy. It is a blessing, an honor, and a very humbling and satisfying experience to contribute to Maha
Kumbhabhishekam 2022 of Shiva-Vishnu Temple Livermore.
1. We are highly impressed with the breadth and depth of undertaking of MKA 2022 team to focus on so many
well needed projects of the Main temple building, deities, and alankaras.
2. Temple has numerous invaluable, unassuming volunteers including management members, repeat and
constant stream of new donors, great priests and staff. It is democratically run & every dollar is well spent.
3. Shiva-Vishnu Temple is the crown jewel for the Hindu loving greater Bay Area community with not only
religious services but also services/ programs in the areas of human services, cultural, youth and education,
which is unparallel with any other institution.
Thank you and looking forward to successful celebrations of MKA 2022.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Balaraman Mani, Chitra Mani, Akshay Mani, Aditi (Gupta) Mani

Chitra and I have been long time devotees and donors of the Livermore Temple. We strongly believe in giving
back to the community and are invested in the mission of the HCCC, and have spent many hours volunteering
at various HCCC events. We are proud to be part of the efforts to put forth a grand celebration, and very
fortunate to witness the third MKA of our lifetime. We wish all the best for the growth of HCCC to be a premier
Hindu cultural hub for several generations.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Venkat Rangan, Jaisri Rangan, Ramya Rangan, Apoorva Rangan
We as a family have been associated with the Livermore Shiva-Vishnu temple for over 25 years. Being devout
Hindus, we believe in worshipping Mahavishnu and Mahalakshmi and offering our prayers, whenever we can.
We see the temple is a place where we can do this. As an additional benefit, we see the temple as a hub for
connecting with the community, celebrate functions and participate in religious activities. We are fortunate to
be able to participate and help in whatever way we can, for the success of Maha-Kumbabishekam. We think
it is very important to contribute to the improvements and renovations that are planned for this once-in-twelve
year event, so that the temple continues to serve the community. We are also grateful to God for his blessings
and feel obliged to offer what we can in connection with this important milestone.
Thanks!
Venkat
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Srinivasan Venkatachari (father), Vasantha Srinivasan (mother)
Rajagopalan Srinivasan (self), Sujatha Rajagopalan (wife)
Aravind Rajagopalan (son), Saranya Rajagopalan (daughter)
Bay Area community is very fortunate to have the presence and avail the services of our Livermore temple. Our
family has been closely associated with HCCC for the past 12+ years ever since we moved to San Ramon.
Thank you for providing us with an opportunity to do kinchit bhagavath and bhaagavatha kainkaryams towards
the very auspicious occasion of MKA 2022.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Madhavi and Venkatarama Reddy Sabbella, Deepti, Asha, Srikanth
We love the Livermore temple and the services it offers and its effective management. We have very fond
memories of the temple during our long stay in the Bay Area. Our devotion to the God, His blessings for us
and our trust in the Livermore temple made us contribute to this wonderful rare opportunity even though we
are now living far from the Bay Area.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Dr. Manikanda Arunachalam, Priya Arun, Anandita Arun, Adityaa Arun
It is a blessing and calling to be associated with HCCC. We thank almighty for choosing us and giving us this
wonderful opportunity to be part of such a noble initiative . We humbly Pray that almighty guides and give us
more opportunity to serve HCCC and the community .Thank Sampath Sridharan and HCCC management for
their kindness and wish them great success .
OM Namasivaya
OM Namo Narayanaya
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

“In honor of our beloved priest, Pdt. Rompicharla Srinivasacharyulu, for his holy presence and impact on our
lives for over three decades.
With best wishes for a successful Maha Kumbhabhishekam 2022.
Reni and Shantanu Narayen
Pdt. Rompicharla Srinivasacharyulu has served the temple for 3 plus decades in the capacity of Priest,
Chief Priest and Priest Emiretus.
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Chakravarthi Poshaka

Vikram Arjun, Siya, Priya and Lilly
MKA is an amazing opportunity to participate in a spiritual experience for all of us. We are blessed to be able
to contribute to the event and make it a memorable experience.
Vikram Lakireddy and family
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Maharaja Poshaka

Raghavan Eachampadi, Anitha Raghavan, Niveditha Raghavan
Hira Raghavan, Kanaka Srinivasan
We are fortunate to be associated with HCCC for about 30 years and we strongly believe that this institution
is not just a place of worship but also a center of excellence for human services. We pray THE ALMIGHTY to
bless HCCC and its patrons for continuing their services to the temple and the community.
Best regards,
Raghavan

With Best Compliments from Soumya Krishnan and Joel Barreto for a successful MKA 2022 event.
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Maharaja Poshaka

Usha Upadhyayula, Suresh Upadhyayula, Aditya Upadhyayula and Pavan Upadhyayula
The Upadhyayula family has been associated with Shiva-Vishnu temple since 1985. As a practicing Hindu
family the Hindu Community and Cultural Center atmosphere gives us the spiritual vibes and peace of mind to
the body and soul. The temple vedic chants by the priests help us to overcome stress and to lead a balanced
life. We are blessed to be associated with the Livermore Temple and have raised 2 sons as good citizens and
leaders. Om Sarve Jana Sukhino Bhavantu

With Best Compliments from Malireddy Family
We are blessed to be a part of HCCC Community and MKA 2022. We are grateful for the association with
fellow donors, volunteers, priests and staff – a big thank you for your contributions to HCCC & MKA 2022.
Sanjana, Sahithi, Sailaja and Sreeni Malireddy
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Maharaja Poshaka
Ramarao Yendluri & Family
I have been a committed HCCC devotee and
volunteer of HCCC from mid-1982 and fortunate to
see the first Kumbhabhishekam on July 13, 1986.
I am grateful to serve HCCC in various capacities
including Chairman of BOD (2002-2003). HCCC
has grown and expanded

•     This

temple is fortunate compared to many
other temples in USA - we are free from external
issues and controversies because we are adhering
to non-profit principles.

•     The

founders and subsequent leaders have
established standard procedures and policies, &
Sampradayas to run this institution.

•    We have an obligation to preserve, protect and
perpetuate those procedures or sampradayas.

•    We need to donate so we have funds to achieve
some of the objectives mentioned above.

Gurusankar Sankararaman
Jayalakshmi Chokkiah
Harini Gurusankar
Tarini Gurusankar

We have been visiting the Livermore temple for over 20
years. Our kids grew up knowing the temple and the
religious events. It has been close to our heart and will
continue to be an important part of our life.
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Maharaja Poshaka

Rajagopalan (Father) - Mythili (Mother) - Jayashree (Wife) - Lakshmi (Daughter) - Issac (SIL) - Siddartth (Nephew)
We feel immensely thankful and blessed to be able to play a very small part of this great event. On behalf
of our family I thank the Livermore temple committee for providing this once in a lifetime opportunity. The
selfless effort put in by each and every volunteer to renew and refresh our temple will pave the way for the next
several generations to continue to experience, enjoy our beautiful temple and carry forward our great Sanatana
Dharma. Thank you .

157

Raja Poshaka

Father: Mukteshwara Gulukota
Mother: Savithri Gulukota
Karunakar Gulukota - Shaila Gulukota
Elder Daughter: Akarsha Gulukota
Son-in-law: Benjamin Robaidek
Younger Daughter: Srivarha Gulukota

Sunil, Singari, and Vikram Seshadri
The Lord has blessed us with the privilege and
good fortune of being in a position to donate to
HCCC. The temple has been a place of joy, peace
and spirituality for us. We are grateful to have the
opportunity to contribute to the development of the
temple and the community and look forward to our
continued involvement.

HCCC is a community for your family to be part of,
learn and grow for many generations. I invite you
to volunteer, contribute, and enhance this public
institution that is making significant strides in both
religious and social aspects of our community.
Thank you - Karunakar

Jonnalagadda Family - Ravishankar, Gouri, Rohit,
Sasha, Rohan, Shruti
Shiva-Vishnu Temple confirms Shivaya Vishnu
Rupaya Shiva Rupaya Vishnave. We enjoy the peace
and Divine feeling we experience when we pray to
God in the temple. Besides providing ritual and
spiritual enhancement , it is our home away from
home.

Srinivas and Vidya Mandyam
Arjun and Diya
In laws - Balu and Jaya
The Livermore temple is a convenient Bay Area
destination for worship, and HCCC has evolved into
a wonderful organization that provides a variety of
needed services for the community. We are very
grateful, and honored to support HCCC in its
mission.

Best regards,
Ravishankar
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Raja Poshaka

Prasuna Reddy Dornadula
Padmasree Reddy Dornadula
Bobby Reddy , Indu Reddy
Venkat Reddy Dornadula

Kishore Kagolanu, Saila Talagadadeevi
Shriya Kagolanu, Vishnu Kagolanu

”Selfless charitable acts are seen as examples of
Karma yoga”

We love the HCCC and feel the presence of the Lord
Venkateswara in our visits over the last 24 years.

G.S Satya & Katyayani. parents
Girish Satya, Son, Purvi Sangani, DIL
& Preethi Grand Daughter
Ajith Satya, Son, Ayuko Iverson, DIL,( Akemi Baby
18 mo. not in pix).

Dr. Vikram Lakireddy, Vijaya Lakireddy, Hanimireddy
Lakireddy and Sidhardha Lakireddy
“My family and I have been coming to the Livermore
temple to fulfill our spiritual quests since 1984 and it
has been a wonderful journey since then. HCCC has
been instrumental in molding our ties to the Hindu
community at large here in Northern California.”

Our family feels blessed to be a small part of our
Shiva-Vishnu Temple from its inception. Serving a
temple & society has been our family tradition for
several generations in our Janmabhoomi Bharata
(India) and is now continued by our Children in our
Karmabhoomi America. God Bless. Om.

Sid
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Raja Poshaka

Anou Calaimany, Calai Bhoopathi,
Meena Calaimany, Priya

Samir Shah, Poonam Shah
Devin Shah, Neil Shah

“We are gracious to HCCC for giving us the
opportunity to serve the community and guiding
us to obtain blessings by volunteering. We felt that
the MKA event was a Divine call on our family to
contribute to the success of event and organization.”

Congratulations to the entire MKa and HCCC
teams for organizing and managing Maha
Kumbhabhishekam 2022. Excellent job!

Krutav, Shradha, Vani and Vijay Mididaddi
With Best Compliments - For a Successful Maha
Kumbhabhishekam 2022

Sanjay Mattela, Venkat Mattela
Kalpana Atluri, Siddharth Mattela
Thanks for the opportunity to be of service to the
Hindu temple community
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Raja Poshaka

Annapurna Devi & Venkatadri Bobba
   Older son and his family:Geetika & Durga Prasad
Bobba. Their Children: Anjali & Vikas

Venu Vemula, Manognya Meka
Abhishek Vemula, Akshara Vemula

   Younger son & his family: Anita & Bharani Prasad
Bobba.Their sons: Rohin & Arjun
”Manava Seva is Madhava Seva. More you give to
society and God will bless you with a blissful life”.

Aparna Sarma, Manas Venepally, Jamal Sarma,
Jyothi Sarma, Anisha Sarma, and Neel Palakurthy
Jyothi and myself with our daughters Aparna and
Anisha are associated with this temple since 1995 .
During this time we have been fortunate to not only
be devotees but also to serve God as volunteers
and management in various roles. We feel blessed
to be have participated in MKA2010 and to be
participating in MKA 2022,as well. Our family is
committed to our Temple and our priests, and we are
very much proud of our association with the Temple.
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Donors List
$10,000 to $24,999

Manjulatha & Vighneswara Row Mokkarala
Mithlesh Rani & Shiv K Mehta
Mrunal Puram
N. Krishnamurthi
Nagarchana & Krishna Mohan Vutukuru
Nirmala & Satyanarayana Reddy Mannem
Prabhavathi & Kesava Rao Merugumala
Pramila & Sridhar Vembu
Pratyusha & Bhagat Anne
Radha & Narayanan Achalu
Radha & Sudhakar Mambakkam
Raghavamma & Sambasiva Rao Gullapalli
Rajasree & Sampath Ramakrishnan
Rajesh Nagalla
Rama & Purushotham Rao Bhagavath
Ranjani & Ramamurti Chandramouli
Renuka & Sunil Dhar
Sandhya & Venugopal Reddy Surakanti
Santi Rani & Prasad R Lakireddy
Satyanarayanan Muthusamy & Family
Shyam Mayasandra
Sreeni Tellakula
Sri Vidya Sainath & Sundar Raman Narayanan
Sridevi & Karthikeyan Mahendran
Srinivasa Rao Sakhamuri
Srisudha & Sreenivas Rao Surapaneni
Sucharita & Prakash Pokala
Sudha & Krishna Chander
Sujeeth Punnam
Suman L Singh
Sunita & Ravi Pendekanti
Uma & Naren Mididaddi
Uma & Prasad Palakurthy
Usha & Rajagopal Venkata Sombhotla
Usha & Rajagopalan Raghuram
Valli & Jay Doraiswami
Vandana & Prabhakar Bhanoori
Vanisree & Vamsidhar Pulapa
Veena & Ramana Sampangi
Veena & Srinivas Kolli
Venkat Veerapaneni
Venkata Vijayasree & Guddanti Ravi Sankar
Vidhya & Balaji
Vidya & Pranatharthi Haran

Aarthi & Swaminathan Subramanian
Agiladevi & Gowthaman Ramanathan
Ajay & Lata Krishnan Shah
Ammaji & Sudhakar Venkata Mallampati
Anamika Sharma & Shiva Arunachalam
Anantharaman Balasubramanian & Shobana
Sampath Vankipuram
Aneetha & Ramesh Kesavan
Anjali & Meenakshi Sundaram Subramanian
Anuradha Padala Reddy
Archana & Madhwa Rao
Ashok Srinivas Iyengar & Family
Bharathi & Yugendhar Meka
Chamundeswari Devi & Leela Prasad Koneru
Chandrasekhara Azad Aramandla
Devasenamma Lakshmi & Surendra Meduri
Dimple & Patrick Cyril
Durga Rani & Sridhar Duggirala
Durga Syamala & Raghu Babu Malladi
Durga Vani & Ramana Kumar Adusumilli
Eswari & Gnanagurudasan Prakasam
Gayathri & Nagesh Nagasubramanian
Gayatri & Gopal Srinivasan
Geetha & Ashok Ramachandran
Geetha & Bhaskar Swaminathan
Geetha & Rajagopal R Kowligi
Girija & Umashankar Meda
Haritha & Vishnu Sankara Reddy Kalakata
Harsha & Raja Shekar Metla
Hema & Kaushik Punyamurtula
Janani Srinivas & Raghavan Sudarshan
Jayalakshmi & Srinivasa Visweswaran
Jayanthi & Ramesh Doraivelu
Jyothi & Anand Kumar Gundu
Jyothi Hridaya & Srinnath Tumu
Kalpana & Swaminathan Murali
Lakshmi & Balasubrahmanya Bommakanti
Lakshmi Sridhar Moturi
Latha Madhvamurthy
Lavanya & Krishnamoorthy Balachandran
Madhuri & Chandrahasa Peddamallu
Mallika & Kalyan Kalle
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Donors List
$5,000 to $9,999

Jaya Prakash Nalla & Family
Leelavathi Sanjeeva & Raghavan Sundaravaradan
Maha Lakshmi Ranganathan & Prem Sankar
Dhandayuthapan
Meera & Jayaganesh Lakshminarayanan
Naina Shastri
Naveen Kumar Kondameedi
Naveen Mareddy
Pledgeling Foundation
Prabha Nagaraj & Kumaravel Dharmalingam
Prathamesh Ramesh Save
Premalatha Manjakarani Prabhakaran &
Chandramouli Govindarajan
Priya Vaidyanathan & Mahesh Hk Vencata
Rachana Vishwanath
Ramesh Kanthilal
Ratna Kumari & Pavan Kumar Davuluri
Reni & Shantanu Narayen
Saritha & Siva Surapaneni
Senthilvel Vaiyapuri
Srilakshmi & Venkata Bussa
Sruthi & Sreenivasarao Mudikonda
Sudha & Bindi Prasad
Sudha & Ramamoorthy Ramesh
Sujatha & Dileep K Devireddy
Sujatha Srinivasan & Hari Prabhakaran
Sunita & Ravi Annavajjhala
Thvar Ramya & Sanjai Parthasarathi
Vedavathi & Srinivasareddy Malireddy
Venkata Manikya Veena Narayanam & Srirangasai
Rompicharla

Ambikadevi & Radhakishan Potharaju
Anamika Sharma
Annapurna & Jayaprakash Reddy Lakireddy
Aruna Reddy
Carol L Krishnan
Chandrasekar Nagarajan
Darshan Iyer & Kanan Darshan Iyer
Gayathri Sreenivasan & Sreenivasan Ramanujam
Janaki & Venkatasubramanian
Jayshree & Kannan Muthukannan
Kamala Shankar
Madhavi & Yagnesh M Pathak
Madhura & Mahesh Kumar Illuri
Manasvini Nandakumar & Srikrishna Ramani
Manjula & Suresh Reddy Kolan
Nivedita Melinkeri
Radha & Trinath Mikkilineni
Radhika & Raj Subramanian
Rajani Tatini
Revathi & Krishnamurthy Santhanam
Ruchita Gupta Parat
Savita & Ramamurthy Vaidhyanathan
Savitha & Satyanarayana Setlur
Simi & Chirag Pandya
Sri Party Planners
Subhashini & Rangarajan Rajagopalan
Sudha Pandurangan & Ashok Madhavan
Susheela Ramaswamy
Usha & Radhakrishnan Sundar
Usha & Ram Swamy
Vanitha & Appan S Thirumaligai
Vickneswari Ramachandran & Jai Mohan Kandayah
Vijayalakshmi & Rajendra Balakrishnan
Vijayalakshmi & Srinivasarao Neelamraju

$1000 to $2499

Alakananda Iyengar
Alivelu & Sreenivasa Viswanadha
Amaravani & Rakesh Gali
Amit Pal
Amrithasudhakrishnan & Vedvyas Krishnamoorthy
Anant V Hegde
Anil Kumar Chilukuri
Annapoorna M Reddy
Annapurna & Arani
Anu & Ankush Sharma
Anupama & Rajesh

$2500 to $4999

Abirami & Vijayakumar
Aravinthan Balaguru
Aruna & S.R. Subramanian
Devi Kedila & Akshaya Puranik
Eshwari Koduru & Manoj Koduru
Hemavathy & Saravanan Loganathan
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Donors List
Anuradha & Lakshman N Yagati
Anuradha & Umapathi Reddy
Aparna & Manas
Archana Sastry & Hari Shreedharan
Arti Sharma
Aruna & Raghu S Parvataneni
Ashish Bansal
Aswini & Madhusudan Rao
Bala C Iyer
Bharani & Sainath Venkata Kala
Bharathi & Maragathavel V Rajagopal
Bharathi Baskaran
Bhuvaneswari & Ravi Ponangi
Brindhaa Krishnan & Family
Chandini & Muthuvel Arumugam
Chandrakala & Lingagoud Memula
Chidambara Ramalingam
Chinni & Upendranadh Kareti
Chitralekha & S.Murthy Divakaruni
Deepa & Srinivas
Deepa Ramachandran & Ramaswamy Sreenivasan
Dina & Rajesh
Dinesh Musani
Divya Rajan
Durga & Natesan Ramanan
Gautam Borah
Gayatridevi & Senthil Kumar Kalidoss
Geetha & Rama Krishnan
Gomathy Shanker & Anantharaman Narayanan
Shanker
Gopal Jayaraman
Harini & Raghu V Vadapalli
Hemalatha & Venkatesh Sivaramakrishnan Varadha
Hitu & Arun Saksena
Indhumathi S Balraj
Jhansi & Kiran
Kalaivanan Durairaj
Kalpana Karra
Kavitha & Krishna Kumar
Kavitha & Vishnu Vardhan Vadla
Kenny & Vijay Sundaram
Kiran Kumar Narayansa Badi
Krishna Pokuri
Kulasekara Pandiyan Sivagnanam

Lakshmi & Srisuresh
Lakshmi & Srivatsan Srinivasan
Lakshmi & Sundarraj Shanmugam
Lakshmi Tulasi & Murali Kante
Lalitha & Krishnan Venkataraman
Latha & Janakiram Puppala
Lila & Balasubramanian Iyer
Madhavi & Puttanna Jagadish
Mahesh Keralapura
Mahima & Vinay Kallesh
Mala & Gopala
Malathi & Srinivas Raghvendra
Malini & Senthilkumar Rathakrishnan
Marimuthu Shanmugasundaram
Meenakshi & Sambamoorthy Ramachandran
Meera & Ramesh
Meera & Somasundaram Maduraisiva Shanmugam
Meera & Srinivasan Chari
Minni Reddy & Sudheer Reddy Kona
Munish Dua
Muralidhar R Kalakuntla
Nagavenkatasindhusha & Chandra Bhavanasi
Nanda Kishor Velicheti
Nandini & Vinod Nagarajan
Neeharika Vangavaragu
Neelam & Anil Kumar
Neelam & Mitanu Paul
Neelima & Rama Krishnan
Neelima & Ravikanth Ummaneni
Neranjana Vijay & Vijaya Anand Mohan
Nitya & Paravathi Polipalli
Nityalakshmi & Arun Venkiteswara
Padmalatha & Venkateshwar Buduma
Padmavathi & Manikyalarao Papolu
Partha Sirker
Parul Hetal Luhar
Pavan Reddy Gunna
Pavani & Ranganath Vanaparthy
Pavitra & Kannan Govindarajan
Phanni Kumari & Krishna Viswanadham
Preetha & Adhikesaven
Prerna & Gopesh Kumar
Priya & Srinath
Priyamvadha & Sekhar Nagasundaram
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Srinivas Bethi
Srinivasa Rao Bittla & Family
Srinivasan Rajagopal Iyengar
Srinivasarao Gupta Vinnakota
Sripad Bellary
Srishama & Anna Venkata Ranga Harinath Babu
Subha & Sridhar Ranganathan
Subha Yekollu Aahlad
Subramaniam Govindaswamy
Subramaniam Perivemba
Sudha Duvuru
Sugumari & Ramar Dharmakrishnan
Sumithra & Obulareddy Ramireddy
Sumitraben & Amthabhai
Suneeta & Kesavan Srikumar
Sunitha Nair
Surya & Mani Nallasivan
Surya & Satish Hejeebu
Suryateja Daita
Swapna & Hareeprasad Reddy Vongooru
Swapnil & Taresh Anand
Swathi & Nageshwar Rao Koppolu
Swathi & Siva Mulumudi
Sweta & Prasad Govekar
Swetha & Ajay Ramanakumar
Tejaswi Annu & Sundeep Bollineni
Triveni & Chakravarthy
Uma & Ashok
Uma & Ganesh Krishnan
Uma Kutthalam & Kumaran Singaravelu
Usha & Krishnan Tiruchi Natarajan
Usha & Ramaiyer Subramanian
Usha Devi & Vivekananda Kollipara
Vaibhav Vashishtha
Vaishali & Vaibhav Sahebrao Aher
Vandana & Venkat Bandaru
Varija & Pavan Mukthi
Varun Ram
Vasavi & Sriram Chatrathi
Veena Vanchinathan
Venkata Ramani Balijepalli
Venkataramanarao Rao Bhamidipati
Vidya Krishnaswamy & Subramanian Parameswaran
Vijay Mandayam

Pushpa & Narayana Reddy Mareddy
Radhika & Sudhakar Patibandla
Raj Nathan
Rajani & Venu Gopal Gandesiri
Rajashree & Vijay Sampath
Rajasri & Srihari Ramakrishnan
Rajesh Kumar
Rajeswari & Prabhakaran Vaidyanathaswami
Rama & Sreenivas Gollapudi
Ramacgandra Vanchinathan
Ramprasad Ramachandran
Ramya & Praveenkumar Cheruvu
Ratna Sree & Krishna Kishore Kotturu
Ravi Ramaanujan
Ravi Shankar Palagummi
Ravi Subramanian
Reddy Siddarth Nomula
Rekha Shivapa
Renuka & Apparao
Sahadeva Bode & Rama
Sandhya & Satish
Sarala Devi & Kuppe Giriyappa Srinivas
Saravan Paramashivan
Saravana Gunaseelan
Sarvani & Rama Vangala
Sathyagiri Venugopal
Satish R Ganesan
Satya D Raju
Saurabh Jain
Savithri Devi Jasti
Seetha Nishtala & Satya Nishtala
Shalini Rajesh & Rajesh Krishnamurthy
Sheela & Ramachandran Naageswaran
Sheila Kannan
Shilpa & Sriram Cherukuri
Shreta & Nilesh Ashok Patel
Shyamala & Subbaiah
Siriyal Eesari
Sita & Murali Bharathala
Sita Foundation
Someswaraswamy Madhira
Sowjanya & Ravindranth Chavali
Sreelakshmi & Venkata Kamaraju
Sreeta & Nikunj
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Vijaya & Chandra
Vijaya Lakshmi & Srinivasa Rao Neelamraju
Vijaya Lakshmi & Venkat Arikatla
Vijayalakshmi & Subhash
Vikneswaran Harichandra
Vineela & Gobi Madivanan
Vydehi & Raghu

Ganesh Rangaswamy
Gangashree & Prakash Surya
Gayathri Lakshmipathy & Narasimhan Lakshmipathy
Geetha & Ranjit
Harini & Venugopal Vikram B
Haritha & Srinivas Haridas
Hyma & Prasanna Gopal
Janani & Muhuntharajan Nachiappan
Jyothi Adavikolanu
Kaavya Krishna Kumar
Kalpana & Swaminathan Murali
Kalpana & Uday Shankar
Kamala Ravichandran
Kannan Srinivasan
Katyayini & G.S. Satyanarayana
Kavitha & Putta Reddy Challa
Krishnagiri Narra
Lakshmi & Ganesh
Lakshmi & Rajasekaran Nagarajan
Lakshmi Tulasi & Sunil Dath
Lalitha & Haricharan Kumar
Lavanya V Sripada
Lou Govinda Beverino & Lou Govinda Beverino
Madhavi & Sagar Gunta
Madhu & Ramesh
Madhulika & Badhrinath Manoharan
Mahesh Veena
Mamatha & Prattipati Ravi Kumar
Manas Pati
Mani Pisupati
Manivannan Muthusamy
Manjiri & Paresh Gangodker
Meenakshi Sundaram Sivasankaran
Nagaraj K. Naidu
Navin Varma
Neeraja & Suresh Kumar
Om Sai
Pallavi & Aditya Srivastava
Pallavi & Karthik
Poornima & Karthik Arun
Prabha & Sridhar K Komandur
Pranitha & Anji
Preeti & Deepak
Priya & Ram

$500 to $999

Ajay Chandra Veeravatnam
Akhila Vishwanath
Ambika & Pradeep Venkataraman
Ambika Natarajan
Anand Parthasarathy
Anand Visvanathan
Anitha & Narasimharao
Anouradha & Calaimany Bhoopathi
Anupama & Sanjeev Srinivasa Murthy
Anushya & Sundar Muruganujan
Archana & Satyanarayana Kakollu
Asha & Seethappa Mahesha
Asha Rani & Anand
Ashok Kalyanwamy
Attigupam R Jayaram
Avijit Kalita
Bahukudumbi Raghavachari
Balaji Venkatachary
Balakrishnan Sundaram
Bhagyasri & Sreenivasa
Bharath Kadaba
Bhooma & Thirumalai Srinivasan
Bhuvana & Karthik
Biju Balakrishna Pillai
Bindu & Prakash Gopalan
Buvaneswari Mani
Chandrasekhar Vasista Vuppalapati
Chitra & Vijay
Deepa & Viswanathan
Deepika & Bharathwaj
Devika Murali & Murali Ranganathan
Dipanwita Sengupta
Divya & Sarathbabu
Dolly & Kartik Vittal
Ganesh Jagannathan
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Priyanka & Shree
Pundari Palepu
Pushpa Sreeharsha
Radhai Ramesh
Radhika & Chenna
Radhika & Dhanujkumar
Raghavendra Rao
Raghu Munaswamy
Raghunath K Reddy
Raghuraman Gururangan & Family
Rajaseelan Manavalan
Rajeev Joshi
RAMACHANDRA FAMILY FOUNDATION
Ramya & Avinash
Ramya Blaram & Avinash Chada
Ramya Byredd
Ranjana & Pranav
Ranjani & Hanumantharao Kadasrivenkata
Ravalli & Ganesh
Rekha & Jay Belur
Rema & Ramani
Revathi & Shankar
Revathy & Prabhubalaji Ragavan
Roshan Gudapati
Sadishkumar & Family
Sai Kumar Chintala
Samyuktha & Vivek
Sangeetha & Sharma Shankar Anandane
Sanjay Wattal
Sapna & Sudarshan Rao
Sarada & Sriram
Sarathy Mandayam
Shailaja & Manohar Mahavadi
Shampa Gupta
Shashank Mahesh
Shekar Viswanathan
Shree Kant
Shrikar Bhagath
Shriram Krishnan
Shruti & Rohan
Shubha Surendranath
Shweta & Ravi
Sindhuja Balasubramanian
Sindu & Saju

Soma & Shyam
Sonali Dutta & Ashwin Bhat
Soundaravalli Lath & Parthasarathy
Sowmya Krishnan
Sreekrishnan Swaminathan
Sridevi & Vishwanath Manegari
Srikant Varadan
Srilatha & Venkat Reddy Bussannagari
Srini R Surapaneni
Sripriya & Sridhar
Srirangam & Ravishankar
Srivalli & Narendra Metta
Subhashini & Harish
Sucharitha & Parameswar Raidu
Sunita & Narasimhan
Sunitha & Ramesh Gadamsetti
Surekha & Chandra Sekhar
Suresh Sridharan
Surya Kumari & Rajakumar
Swapna Priya Mandala & Sharat Mandala
Tania Baldev Mahajan
Tanusha & Krishna Rao Kamani
Tejaswy & Rajsekhar
Thilagavathy & Murali Krishna
Uma & Ramanan
Uma Ganesh & Ganesh Narayanaswamy
Vaikom Bala Krishnan
Vanitha & Karrthik Palanisamy
Vanitha & Raji Reddy Makala
Vasanta Venkat Giri
Vasumathi & Badrinath Narasimhan
Venika & Jacky
Venkat Chennapragada
Venkat Ramakrishnan
Venkata Bhattiprolu
Venkatesh Ramasamy Loganathan
Vidya Krishnaswamy
Vijay Sundaresan
Vijayalakshmi & Sri B Sankara
Vijayashankari Karani & Sakthikumar S Karani
Yamini & Kumar Kodandapani

$300 to $499

Aarthi Tallam & Sriraman Tallam
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Deepan Kishore Kumar
Dhana Kannali & Madhavan Panneerselvam
Dhanujrathna Selvaraj & Saravanan Selvam
Dharmesh Dadbhawala
Dinesh Pratipati
Divya & Manikantah Kodali
Divya Allani & Naveen Vandanapu
Diwakar Rao
Diya Acharyya & Prabal Kumar Acharyya
Eswari & Ravi R Pandian
Gajendran Ramen
Ganesh Shrikanth Kudva
Ganesh Sundararajan & Family
Garima Singh & Ajai Singh
Gayathri & Ranjit Anumolu
Gayathri Namasivayam & Sivamoorthy Shanmugam
Geetha VenkataChalam & RAVI RAM
Girish Mundada
Gita Mahapatra Patra & Sankar Patra
Gnanadevareddy Somireddipalli
Gomathy Pramnath & Pramnath
Gourilakshmi & Ramesh Jonnalagadda
Gowtham Ramani Kumar
Guhapriya & Kamalanathan Thandapani
Haley Naik & Aneesh Raman
Hanisha & Mohan Krishna Gowda
Hariharan R Iyer
Harika & Lakshmikantu Marella
Harika Surabhi
Harini Hariprasad & Chakravarthi Hariprasad
Harini Bitla & Santhosh Bitla
Harini Sbramanian Karthik & Family
Harini Shekhar
Haritha Goli
Hima Bindu Doma & Vamshidhar Reddy Doma
Hima Nair & Jithin Ashok
Himabindu Rangana & Venkat Raja Appineni
Hindhuja Reddy & Dheeraj Annavaram
Ibm Employee Services Center (Ibm123)
Indira Srikoo & Srivishu Satyavolu
Indirajyothi Gandrapu & Kranthi Pavan Gandrapu
Jaideep J Nandy
Jaishree Acharya & Shrikant Acharya
Jayabhanu Gajula & Yeshwant Sai Madanagopal

Abirami Padmanabhan
Adi Choudri & Mitra Choudri
Aditi & Prasad M Joshi
Akilandeswari Manoharan & Satchidanantham
Mouniswamy
Alekhya & Chaitanya Polapragada
Alok Gurav
Ambica & Arun Ganesh
Anantha Lakshmi Vemulapati & Murali Krishna
Vemulapati
Anita Krishnamurthy & Arun Krishnan
Anitha D Marisetty & Suresh Marisetty
Anitha Tamilvanan
Anjana Jayaram & Arun M Krishnakumar
Anju Jain & Sudhir Jain
Anu Vasu
Anupama Janakiram & Ajay Eppili
Anupama Jasty & Praveen Davulur
Anupama Srinivasan
Anuradha & Bhavani S Palukuri
Anuradha & Raja Sekhar Chanda
Anuradha & Ramesh Govindan
Anuradha Ganesh Joshi
Anuradha Wusirika & Family
Anvesh Singireddy & Ashwini Nadig
Aruna Devi & Manikya Prabhu Salveru
Arundhati Ashoka
Ashwini Pradhan
Ashwini Pradhan & Sangeeta Pradhan
Asmita & Abhijit Suresh Talathi
Bagiyalakshmi Rajan & Samy Senthivel
Balaji Ramanujam
Bangalore S Shivacharan
Basant Verma
Bhagyasree Narayanan & Kaushik Narayanan
Bharath Srinivasan
Bhaskar Jayanthi
Bhaskar Kapuluru
Bhuvanalakshmi Kadapakkam & Ananth
Subramanian
Chaithanya Lekkalapudi
Chandrakanth B Patel & Smita C Patel
Chiaven Phen & Krishnakumar Srinivasan
Dakshayani & Kasiraju Podaterapu
168

Donors List
Jayesh (Jay) K Patel
Joydeep Paul
Jyothi & Ashok Chigullapally
Jyothirmayi Kaki & Sudhakar Kaki
Jyothsna & Praveen Jonnalagadda
Kailesh Samat Karavadra
Kalavandana Gampa & Vasudev Gellanki
Kalyani & Vinaykumar Polisetty
Kalyanraman Ravichandran
Kanagaraj Ganesh Kumar
Kanchana Devi & Narendar Harikrishnan
Kartheekeya Datta Kasibatta
Karthick Manoharn
Karthik Sundaram
Karthikeyan Govindaraj
Karthikeyan Rajakrishnan
Karthikeyan Shanmugasundaram & Shoba
Elangovan
Keerthana Suganthi Vasudevan & Vivekanandan
Manokaran
Kimi Bhattacharya & Shankar Bhattacharya
Kiran Edara
Kishore Kalidindi
Komal Patel & Vijay Patel
Kranthi Maddineni
Kshama & Venkat Ananthakrishnan
Kumar Gaurav
Kunjitha Balasubramanian
Lakshmi Saraswathi & Venkata Rebala
Lalitha T Gopalan & Srivatsan Ramamurthi
Lata Seetharam & Dharma Bangalore
Latha Reddy Velukuru & Iyappa Reddy Velukuru
Lavanya & Krishna Gowda Ranganath
Madhavan Nambiar & Family
Madhavan Panneer Selvam
Madhavi Mynampati & Venkat Mynampati
Madhuri Kowshik & Keshav Kowshik
Madhuri Vadrevu & Vadrevu Subbarao Venkata
Malathi Parthasarathy
Malini Tatamsetty & Venkata Jagadeesh Kumar
Pasupulati
Mangala Gouri & Gopal Reddy Muddasani
Mani Swaminathan
Manogna Sammeta

Mayura Nagapuri & Srinivasa Rao Nagapuri
Meenakshi Gopal & Ganesan Gopal
Meenakshi Venkata Satyavolu & Kaushik Gopalan
Rangachary
Megha Premmanisakul & Shiva Premmanisaku
Minakxi Dhruv & Sanjay N Dhruv
Mohana Kona
Mohana Venkata Ranjit Kumar Kantipudi
Mukulika Prabhune & Tejas Bhandare
Murali Krishna Achanta
Muthaiyan Thandapani & Muthaiyan Thandapani
Mythili & Nellapalli Neelakantan Subramanian
Naga Jyothi Marella & Sameer Kumar Marella
Nagavarma Durvasula
Nalini & Mohan Ramankutty
Namrata & Nilesh Anandikar
Narinder Kumar
Natarajan Venkatesan
Natesh Srinivasan & Vasupradha Seshadri
Naveen Calappurackal
Nayanmoni Sundi & Hitesh Deka
Neelima Vinnakota & Bapiraju Vinnakota
Neerada Kandala & Sudhir Navalapakam
Nirmala Balasubramanian & Vijay Krishnan
Niveditha Bhattraj & Balaji Singh Bondili
Padma & Madhusudhan Narasimhan
Padma Konjeti
Padma Sivaraman & Narayanan Vaidyanathan
Padmaja Srinivasan
Padmavathi Battu & Devendar Methuku
Padmini Parthasarathy
Pankaj Khushal Patel
Parag Kothari & Pendem Balasubramanyam Prasad
PARTHA RR SARATHY
Parthipan Satchi
Pavan Nichenametla
Pavani & Hari Pappu
Phanikalpana Kannoori
Phanni Kumari & Mukund Kumar Viswanadham
Phanni Kumari & Raja Ratna Murthy Ayyagari
Viswanadham
Pooja & Rajiv Ramanathan
Poongothai Jay Ganapathi Kandhaswamy &
Saravanakumar Subramanian
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Poornima Ms & Sripathy Kayottu
Poornima Raman & Rajesh Swaminathan
Prabha & Madhankumar Selvaraj
Pradeep Gopinath
Pradeepa & Kiran Kumar Dasari
PRADEEPAN VENUKANTHAN
Prasanna Lakshmi Konduru & Nagesh Konduru
Praveen Kumar Metri
Preeti & Chandra Ananthuni Chandragiri
Prema & Gopalakrishnan Ramaprasad
Prema & Jayashankar Bharadwaj
PRIYA AYYAPPAN
Priya Prasad & Ravi Shekhar
Priya Venkatsubramanian & Bala
Venkatsubramanian
Punith Suvarna
Purnima Rajan & Sundar Rajan
Pushpa Latha Penukonda & Raghavendar Rao Gogi
Rachna Chaudhary & Gaurav Dhy
Rajan Panchanathan
Rajan Patel
Rajeshwar Ranga
Rajiv Birur & Theja Birur
Rajni Rai & Haryash Rai
Rakesh Ramakrishnan & Shamna Rakesh
Rama & Padmanabha Rao Ravilisetty
Ramanan Ravichandran
Ramani Ala & Krishnaiah Gogineni
Ramesh Kallamadi
Ramkumar Konisetty
Ramprasad Rai
Ramya Krishnan & Madhava Babu Avula
Ramya Narasimhan & Ramesh Shamarayar
Rani Shivarudrappa & Kumaran Kaliamoorthy
Ranjani Bharthipudi & Pavan Bharthipudi
Ranjith Cv & Thara Chandran Jayanthi
Rathna Malaiyandi & Ramu Malaiyandi
Ratna Dutt & Ramesh Javagal
Ravi Bhayankar
Ravi Nyalakonda
Ravi Sattenapalli & Family
Reggie Nair
Rekha Kulkarni & Rajgopal Harnoor
Rekha Lakshmi Sreegiriraju & Saradhi S Sreegiriraju

Revathi Natarajan & Ganesh Swaminathan
Revathi Veeraraghavan
Ritesh Mehrotra
Ritu Vohra Duvuri & Suryanarayana Duvuri
Sadashiva R Yelluru
Sahas Dendukuri
Sai Chaitanya & Vineela Konidala
Sai Srinivasan Subramanian
Samhitha Sampelly & Vijay Krishna Rao
Dhannapuneni
Sampath Kumar Kalikota
Sandeep Chilukuri
Sandeep Nag Hanumara
Sanjeev K Gollapudi
Santhanalakshmi & Kumaran Gunasekaran Selvi
Santhoshi Chigullapalli & Deepak Kumar
Chigullapalli
Sapna Kummamuru
Sarala Chunduru & Rajeshchandra Thunuguntla
Saravanadas Palaghat Subramanian
Saritha Pothineni & Narendra Poteneni
Sasikala Balaraman & Vijayaraghavan
Srinivasaraghavan
Sathish Thoppay
Satya Chaitanya Kota & Srinivas Kota
Savitha Muralimohan & MURALIMOHAN
GOPALAKRISHNA
Shalini Chari & Venkatesh Venkataramanan
Shanti Srinivasan & Srinivasan Chini Subramanian
Sharad Ganapathy
Shilpa Joshi & Pravin S Joshi
Shivansh Halappanavar
Shivapriya & Mohan Kishore Kotamraju
Shopitham & Kishore Kumar Sukumar
SHRAWAN CHITTOOR SURENDER
Siddhartha Maringanti Bhattar
Silpa Kamatam & Arjun Ravichander
Sireesha Indla & Tharaka S Indla
Sirisha & Chandrakanth Pillutla
Sita Atmakuri & Srinivas Muktevi
Siva Murugesan
Sivakami Kannappan
Sivaranjini Madivanane & Sudesh Kumar Vasudevan
Sobhini & Krishna Velaga
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Sohini Kar
Soundararajan Ramkumar
Sowjanya Sanjay & Sanjaykumar Raghavendra
Sowmini & Balaji Ramaswamy
Sowmya & Natarajan Sambamoorthy
Sowmya R Thvar
Sravanthi & Madhu Gourineni
Sravanthi Nallamalli & Dheeraj Rampally
Sree Latha Vinapamula & Suresh Vinapamula
Sree Satyavathi Amani & Susheel Amani Ravinder
Sridevi & Prasad Gangavarapu
Sridhar Babu
Sridhar Panditaradhyula Mallikharjuna
Srilakshmi & Madhu Kiran Sattenapalli
Srinivasa Sunchu
Sriudayam &Krishna Durairaj Murugan
Srividya Ambikapathi & Sankar Chidambaram
Sudesh Surathkal
Sudha & Shankar Venkataraman
Sudhakar Yellampalli Reddy
Suhasini & Venkata Rami Tetali
Sujan Kumar Vankadari & Family
Sujatha Narapaneni & KRISHNA MAMIDIBATHULA
Sujit D Bangera
Suma Neeruganti
Suman Rangaswamy
Sumanthkumar Panguluri
Sunaal Raj
Suneetha Vatikuti & Rambabu Chilakoti
Sunitha & Aravind Kalaiah
Sunitha Sivapuram & Suresh Sivapuram
Sunitha Vuduta & Manojkumar Gupta
Supriya & Vignesh Sridhar
Supriya Kohalli & Sudhir S Kohalli
Surya Nallasivan
Surya Pavani Kodali & Shankaranarayana Lnu
Surya Pavani Kodali & Sravan Kasukurthy
Sushma Gourisetty & Pavan Kumar Venkata Naga
Gourisetty
Sushma Chopra
Sushma Rayasam
Swarnalatha & Rajasekara L Reddy
Swathi Srikanth & Karthik Narayana
Swathi Srinivasan & Sathish Babu Poonamallee

Sridharan
Swetha Jangam & Mohan Venkata Jangam
Syam Prasad Chandrala
Taiyanayagi & Jayaraj Sathiamurthy
Thangavel Subramanian
Tuhin Chaudhury & Preethi Devarajan
Ujwala Aaduru & Srivatsan Jayaraman
Uma Shankar & Thanusankar Narayanan
Umadevi & Himakar Chennapragada
Vaishali Lathia
Vamsee Krishna Karnata
Varuni & Prasanna Panchamukhi
Vasanta Kottapalli & Sesi Bhushan Kottapalli
Vasuki & Namasivayam Sathialingam
Venkata Pavani Dommaraju & Sreekanth Rudraraju
Venkata Ramarao Kalags
Venkatesh Sridhar
Vidhyalakshmi Venkatesan & Dhananjay V Vakula
Vidya Janardhanan & Anand Gurunathan
Vidyapadmini Kavuluru & Hanumantha Rao Kavuluru
Vignesh Babu Moorthy
Vijay Narayanan
Vijaya Lakshmi Mynam & Mynam Satish Kumar
Vijayalakshmi Thirumala & Venkateswara Prasad
Thirumala
Vimal Pillai & Ranika Pillai
Vimala & Shankar K Kutty
Vinata Konda & Chandrasekhar Reddy Konda
Vinitha Raghavan
Yogesh Achari
Yoshna Kolisetty & Omnaath Guptha Harihara Gupta
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